


























































































































































72 Notes from the Officers - Scottish Officer 

From the Scottish Officer - Jim Mclntosh 
BSBI Scottish Officer, cia Royal Botanic Garden, Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 5LR; 

Tel: 0131 2482876; j.mcintosh@rbge.ac.uk 

Working with VCRs 
In the September BSBI News, I mentioned that I 
had applied to Scottish Natural Heritage for fund­
ing to help computerise the paper records of four 
Scottish Vice-counties. I am pleased to report that 
the application was successful, and that SNH has 
kindly offered a grant of £15,000 to help compu­
terise records from Roxburghshire (v.c. 80), West 
Lothian (v.c. 84), Mid-Ebudes (v.c. 103) and 
North Ebudes (v.c. 104). I say 'help' computerise 
as the Vice-county recorders (VCRs) have agreed 
to prepare their record cards making everything 
absolutely clear, prior to data entry by the contrac­
tor, and will check the records once computerised 
against the original cards. Both of which are vitally 
important steps in the project. In September I in­
vited applications from BSBI members for the 
MapMate data entry work, and four contractors 
have now been appointed; one for each dataset. 
They are Ian Green, Malcolm Ogilvie, Andy Am­
phlett and Carl Farmer (respectively). A condition 
of the publicly funded grant is that the records 
should be made accessible and this will be done 
via the NBN Gateway website: 
www.searchnbn.net. SNH will also have access to 
the data in their day to day work to protect and 
conserve important plant populations. I should like 
to thank to all those involved in the project, but 
particularly J ennifer Davidson of SNH (and recent 
BSBI recruit) for her support and help with this 
project, and I wish her well in her new post. 

My advert in BSBI News in September for a 
new VCR for Easterness, was partially success­
fuL I now have a volunteer who would be happy 
to take it on a joint basis only, due to other 
commitments. I am therefore looking for one 
half of a joint VCR. If you might be interested­
please get in touch. 

Rare plant surveys 
During 2005, the BSBI in Scotland was in­
volved with an ambitious program of rare plant 
survey work (Site Condition Monitoring) on 20 
Scottish SSSls. The fieldwork is complete and 
the volunteers have now filed their reports. 
These have been checked, queried if required, 
and recently forwarded to SNH. One final but 
crncially important task remains to be complet­
ed: SNH have promised to provide copies of 
Site Condition Monitoring reports for all 150 
vascular plant sites for dissemination to the 
relevant VCRs. The records they contain will be 

particularly useful for VCRs who are working 
on Rare Plant Registers. 

Declining species 
Last year I helped to co-ordinate a small project 
to understand the apparent dramatic decline of 
Carex maritima (Curved Sedge) populations 
between the two Atlas recording periods. Initial 
results of this work were reported at the Scottish 
Annual Meeting. During summer 2006, instead 
of the Site Condition Monitoring work, I intend 
to extend this type of project to a short list of 
other species which are or were relatively wide­
spread in Scotland but which have also experi­
enced dramatic declines. I am currently drafting 
a shortlist of species and will be looking for 
volunteers in the spring. This is the type of small 
project in which BSBI excels and one which I 
think will appeal to VCRs and members alike. I 
will keep you posted! 

Scottish BSBI Webpages 
Thanks to the help of Jane Squirrell, an RBGE 
colleague and BSBI member, we are hoping to 
launch the Scottish pages of the BSBI website 
in January. There will be a Scottish News page 
and pages on the various BSBI Scottish 
projects, the Scottish Officer, Scottish meetings 
and workshops. I recently produced a 'glossy' 
Annual Report covering my first year's activi­
ties in some detail, which will also be available 
on the website. Look out for the link to the new 
Scottish webpages on the BSBI web site home 
page! 

Educational Field Meetings 
In the Year Book, you may notice that I have 
organised a small programme of educational 
field meetings. Members who are keen to learn, 
and who have perhaps not been on a BSBI field 
meeting before, would be particularly welcome 
on these meetings: 

Friday 9th - Monday June 2006 
Gairloch, Wester Ross (v.c. 105) 

Sunday 18th June 2006 
Keltneyburn, Mid-Perthshire (v.c. 88) 

Sunday 2nd July 2006 
Birks 0' Aberfeldy, Mid-Perthshire (v.c. 88) 

For further details please see the individual 
entries in the BSBI Year Book 2006. 
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Grants from the BSBI: advice on how to prepare an application 
DR PETE HOLLINGSWORTH, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 5LR 

Scope of the scheme 
The Science and Research Committee of the 
BSB! run a small grants scheme to support 
research to enhance knowledge of the flora of 
the British Isles. The topics that can be funded 
are: 

• Floristic and distributional surveys (e.g. 
what grows where); 

• Taxonomy, systematics and evolution; 
• History of botany in the British Isles; 
• Population biology; 
• Ecological genetics; 
• Conservation biology; 
• Ecology, including autecological, physio­

logical and phenological studies; 
• Plant/animal interactions, including plant 

biochemistry. 

Floristic studies are an important part of the 
remit of the BSB! and fall within the remit of 
this scheme. However, we will only fund rou­
tine recording or herbarium computerisation 
where it can be demonstrated that they relate to 
a clearly stated line of enquiry (see Tips ... 
below). 

Activities eligible for funding include: travel 
and subsistence for field-work, visits to 
herbaria, botanic gardens and other scientific 
institutions; specimen preparation; scientific 
equipment, consumables and laboratory 
services; purchase of hardware and software for 
data handling; publication costs (preparing 
camera-ready copy, preparation of illustrations, 
printing). 

Activities not eligible for funding include: 
attendance at conferences/scientific meetings; 
direct contributions to student grants/salaries. 

Tips on preparing an application 
All applications should be set in the context of a 
research question, viz. a clear statement of what 
the problem is and how the applicant plans to 
tackle it. This does not necessarily require a 
formal hypothesis and does not exclude e.g. 
floristic studies, or recording, or herbarium 
computerisation. For example, the latter could 
reveal interesting things about the collecting 
habits, itineraries or whatever of important bot­
anists in the past. But this should be a clearly 
stated line of enquiry, with an indication pro­
vided as to why it is important to lmow about 
such things. 

• Describe the background to the study. 
• Clearly state the problem or reason for the 

study. 
• Describe what you are going to do, giving an 

idea of the size of the job where relevant 
(e.g. sample sizes, etc.) 

• If not already obvious, describe the signifi­
cance and outputs of the work, i.e. what new 
things we willleam from the study, or what 
the benefits to the botanical community will 
be. 

• Provide a budget showing exactly what you 
want to use the funding for. 

.... and all on one side of A4! 

If this approach is not followed, the resulting 
application may suffer from lack of focus or 
contain ambiguities or omissions which will 
lower its chances of getting funding. If you are 
in any doubt about how to go about the task, the 
SRC plans to host an advice desk at forthcoming 
Exhibition Meetings for anyone who is planning 
to prepare a proposal. 

Application procedure 
Approximately eight grants per year will be 
awarded, typically around £500 each (max 
£1000). From 2006 onwards there will be one 
closing date per year (6th Feb). Awards will be 
announced within 10 weeks of the closing date. 

A completed application form (available from 
www.bsbi.org.uk) together with one side of A4 
detailing the project aims, background, method­
ology, planned outputs and budget breakdown, 
should be sent to P.Hollingsworth@rbge.org.uk, 
or as hard-copy to Dr Pete Hollingsworth, Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Inverleith Row, Ed­
inburgh, EH3 5LR. Successful applicants will 
be expected to produce a final report outlining 
the outcomes of their research and to acknowl­
edge the BSB! in any publications stemming 
from the grant. Applicants need not be members 
of the BSB!; details on joining the BSB! are 
available on the society's web-page, 
www.bsbi.org.uk. 

Projects funded in 2005 were: 
• David Cann, Status of Sorbus devoniensis in 

Ireland 
• Darach Lupton, Biogeography and conser­

vation biology of Spiranthes romanzoffiana 
• Melvin Smith, Diversity and adaptations of 

Mediterranean crucifer, Hirschfeldia incana, 
that promotes invasibility and spread in the UK 
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• Mary Dean, The distribution and origins of 
Carex salina Wahlenb. (Saltmarsh sedge) in 
mainland Britain 

• Rachel Hacking, The plant communities of 
disused railway ballast in Britain 

• Marian Yallop, The effect of sediment char­
acteristics and lake-bed morphology on 
Charophyte persistence in flooded gravel 
pits 

Guide to contributors 
DR LEANDER WOLSTENHOLME (Receiving Editor) 

GWYNN ELLIS (General Editor) 

BSBI News appears three times a year, in the mid­
dle of January, April and September. Copy for 
inclusion in any issue should be sent to the editor 
at least 6 weeks before that issue is due to appear. 

PAPERS 

The success of a journal like BSBI News depends 
on the editor receiving many relatively short con­
tributions of topical interest. There must be lots 
of members who have something interesting, 
informative or just plain amusing that they would 
like to share with others and this journal is meant 
to be the place for the 'ordinary' member to 
express her or his opinions. So please do continue 
to send in your notes or letters and we will do my 
best to publish them. We am prepared to accept 
copy in any form but it is so much easier for us if 
this can be sent typed or printed and by email. 
The following recommendations will, if fol­
lowed, make the editor's job that much easier. 

• Keep it short! Preferably to less than two 
pages of finished print. Longer articles can 
be accepted but it may be more difficult to 
fit them in quickly. As you will see by 
looking through any issue, many contribu­
tions are half a page or less. 

• It is nice to have typed copy but if you don't 
have access to a typewriter or computer, just 
write it out making sure that your handwrit­
ing is legible, especially for names of persons 
and places which cannot easily be checked. 

• The Editors would prefer to have computer 
produced copy as a printed page and on disc. 

• If you have access to the Internet, save your 
copy as a Word document (either .doc or 
.rtt) and send to Leander.Wolstenholme@ 
Manchester.ac.uk 

• When typing or printing, please use double 
(or 1 y,) line spacing and ensure that the 
image is dark. 

• To make it easier to scan accurately, any 
corrections to a typed or printed page are 
best confined to the margins using a pale­
blue pencil, but do ensure that the instruc­
tions are clear. If necessary, send two cop­
ies, one with, the other without corrections. 

• Where emphasis is required, mark the words 
to be in italic, bold or underlined fonts in the 
normal way or print them using the correct 
fonts. There is no need to put Latin names in 
italics but it would be a help. 

• Latin names must conform to Stace's New 
Flora of the British Isles edn 2, Kent's List of 
Vascular Plants of the British Isles & supple­
ments, Clement & Foster's Alien Plants of the 
British Isles or Ryves, Clement & Foster's 
Alien Grasses of the British Isles. No author­
ities are needed for names in these books but 
if the taxon is not included in any ofthe above 
then an authority should be given. 

• English names should also conform to 
Stace, Clement & Foster or Ryves, Clement 
& Foster and if available must be given 
when a species is first mentioned in the text 
except sometimes in long lists of species. 

• Titles of papers and author's names should 
be in upper and lower case, NOT capitals 

• Keep formatting to a minimum. 

PLEASE NOTE: to save postage, contribu­
tions will not be acknowledged when first re­
ceived, unless accompanied by an S.A.E. 

All contributors will receive, if time allows, a 
proof for checking, so that you will be able to 
see what your note looks like before it is printed 
and will have the opportunity to alter anything 
at that stage. Any contributions received, which 
appear to be more suitable for inclusion in 
Watsonia as a 'Short Note' will be passed on to 
the editor of that journal. 

Suitable illustrations accompanying notes, in 
the form of line drawings, black and white or 
colour negatives, prints, slides, or especially 
colour digital photos are also welcomed. These 
may be sent as 'hard copy' or as digital images 
on disk, CD-Rom or over the Internet but, 
PLEASE, always send a separate copy of the 
illustration (in bitmap, jpeg, or tiff format), 
especially if you have embedded it in your 
Word document. 

A Guide to Illustrators will appear in a future 
issue. 
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DIARY 
N.B. These dates are often supplementary to those in the 2006 Calendar in BSBI Year Book 2006 and 

include provisional dates of the BSBI's Permanent Working Committees. 

Pennanent Working Committees 

25 Jan Records Committee, London 
1 Feb Meetings Committee, London 
9 Feb Publications Committee, London 
18 Feb Committee for Wales, Aberystwyth 
22 Feb Executive Committee, London 
11 Mar Scottish Committee 
16 Mar Council Meeting, London (note 

change of date) 

2006 

19-26 March Excursion to Western Portugal 
(see p. 50 last issue) 

23-24 May Cherishing Churchyards' 
(see p. 65) 

20-26 May Excursion to Jersey (see p. 50 
last issue) 

See also pages 64 and 67 for further dates 

COLOUR SECTION 

The cover of BSBI News from now on will be in 
full colour, with a 'stunning' photo on the front. I 
trust you will agree that the cover photo of blue­
bells in Scotland by Jim McIntosh is a worthy first. 

The editors need your help in providing these 
'stunning' images. Ideally they should accom­
pany a short item, and this could just as easily 
be a field meeting report as a paper. Some of the 
photos on the back cover of this issue are linked 
to some Welsh field meetings and were taken by 
Richard Pryce. They have been chosen not just 
for their quality but also because Richard kindly 
provided us with a CD of hundreds of photos 
from which to chose. There must be many other 
members who take photographs at various field 
meetings who could do likewise. You don't 
have to be the leader of the meeting or author of 
the report to provide photographs! We look 
forward to a bumper crop of photos from which 
to chose the next selection. 

As usual, the colour section had to go to the 
Printers before the text was finalised so the 
pages to which the photos are linked are given 
below 
Inside front cover: Delosperma nubigenum, 
Petersfield (p. 42) and Illecebrum verticil/atum, 
Aldershot (p. 26). Plate 1: Meum athamanti­
cum, Mow Cop (p. 27); Plant ring, Bath (p. 10); 
Plate 2: Egeria densa, pond (v.c. 17) (p. 39); 
Putative Erigeron hybrid, Ainsdale dunes (p. 
39); Sisymbrium polyceratium, Birmingham (p. 
45). Plate 3: Trifolium incarnatum susbsp. mo­
linerii, S. Devon (p. 12); Orchis purpurea, Por­
ton Down (p. 26). Plate 4: Pollen grains (p. 16). 
Inside back cover: Silene gallica, Burry Port 
(p. 48); Senecio inaequidens, S. Hampshire 
(p. 42); Botrychium lunaria, Pembrey Burrows 
(p. 48). Back cover: Max Walters, Franklyn 
Perring, et al. (p. 2 & 63); Viola tricolor subsp. 
curtisii, Pembrey Burrows (p. 48). 

CONTRIBUTIONS INTENDED FOR 
BSBI NEWS 102 

should reach the Receiving Editor before 
March!"! 

The Receiving Editor Dr Leander Wolstenholme can be contacted by phone on 0161 275 2671 or email: 
Leander.Wolstenholme@Manchester.ac.uk 

The General Editor Gwynn Ellis can be contacted by phone or fax on 029-2049-6042 or 
email: rgellis@ntlworld.com 

All text and illustrations appearing in BSBI News and its Supplements are copyright and no reproduction in any 
form may be made without written permission from the General Editor. 

Offers and special terms apply only to members of the Society and copies are not available on an exchange basis. 
BSBI News (ISSN 0309-930X) is published by the Botanical Society of the British Isles. 

Enquiries concerning the Society's activities and membership should be addressed to: The Hon. General Secretary, clo 
Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD. Tel: 0207 942 5002. 

Camera ready copy produced by Gwynn Ellis and printed by J. & P. Davison, 3 James Place, Treforest, 
Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan CF37 ISQ (Tel. 01443-400585; email: davison-litho@ukf.net) 
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Silene gallica at Burry Port (v.c. 44), photo © R.D. & K. Pryce 2005 

Senecio inaequidens in South Hampshire, 
(v.c. 11), photo © Tony Mundell 2004 

Botrychiurn lunaria on Pembrey Burrows 
(v.c. 44), photo © R.D. & K. Pryce 2005 



Max WaIters (1920-2005) who sadly died on December 11 (I) with Trevor Dines, Chris Preston, 
David Pearman and Franldyn Peuing (1927-2003) (r) at the launch of the New Atlas of the British & Irish 

Flora, photo © R.D. Pryce 2002 

Viola tricolor subsp. curtisii on Pembrey Burrows (v.c. 44), photo © R.D. & K. Pryce 2005 


