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Grants from the BSBI: advice on how to prepare an application
DR PETE HOLLINGSWORTH, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 5LR

Scope of the scheme

The Science and Research Committee of the
BSBI run a small grants scheme to support
research to enhance knowledge of the flora of
the British Isles. The topics that can be funded
are:

e Floristic and distributional surveys (e.g.

what grows where);

Taxonomy, systematics and evolution;

History of botany in the British Isles;

Population biology;

Ecological genetics;

Conservation biology;

Ecology, including autecological, physio-

logical and phenological studies;

s DPlant/animal interactions, including plant
biochemistry.

Floristic studies are an important part of the
remit of the BSBI and fall within the remit of
this scheme. However, we will only fund rou-
tine recording or herbarium computerisation
where it can be demonstrated that they relate to
a clearly stated line of enquiry (see Tips ...
below).

Activities eligible for funding include: travel
and subsistence for field-work, visits to
herbaria, botanic gardens and other scientific
institutions; specimen preparation; scientific
equipment, consumables and laboratory
services; purchase of hardware and software for
data handling; publication costs (preparing
camera-ready copy, preparation of illustrations,
printing).

Activities not eligible for funding include:
attendance at conferences/scientific meetings;
direct contributions to student grants/salaries.

Tips on preparing an application

All applications should be set in the context of a
research question, viz. a clear statement of what
the problem is and how the applicant plans to
tackle it. This does not necessarily require a
formal hypothesis and does not exclude e.g.
floristic studies, or recording, or herbarium
computerisation. For example, the latter could
reveal interesting things about the collecting
habits, itineraries or whatever of important bot-
anists in the past. But this should be a clearly
stated line of enquiry, with an indication pro-
vided as to why it is important to know about
such things.

e Describe the background to the study.

e (Clearly state the problem or reason for the
study.

e Describe what you are going to do, giving an
idea of the size of the job where relevant
(e.g. sample sizes, etc.)

o If not already obvious, describe the signifi-
cance and outputs of the work, i.e. what new
things we will learn from the study, or what
the benefits to the botanical community will
be.

e Provide a budget showing exactly what you
want to use the funding for.

. and all on one side of A4!

If this approach is not followed, the resulting
application may suffer from lack of focus or
contain ambiguities or omissions which will
lower its chances of getting funding. If you are
in any doubt about how to go about the task, the
SRC plans to host an advice desk at forthcoming
Exhibition Meetings for anyone who is planning
to prepare a proposal.

Application procedure

Approximately eight grants per year will be
awarded, typically around £500 each (max
£1000). From 2006 onwards there will be one
closing date per year (6" Feb). Awards will be
announced within 10 weeks of the closing date.

A completed application form (available from
www.bsbi.org.uk) together with one side of A4
detailing the project aims, background, method-
ology, planned outputs and budget breakdown,
should be sent to P.Hollingsworth@rbge.org.uk,
or as hard-copy to Dr Pete Hollingsworth, Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Inverleith Row, Ed-
inburgh, EH3 5LR. Successful applicants will
be expected to produce a final report outlining
the outcomes of their research and to acknowl-
edge the BSBI in any publications stemming
from the grant. Applicants need not be members
of the BSBI; details on joining the BSBI are
available on the society’s web-page,
www.bsbi.org.uk.

Projects funded in 2005 were:

e David Cann, Status of Sorbus devoniensis in
Ireland

o Darach Lupton, Biogeography and conser-
vation biology of Spiranthes romanzoffiana

e Melvin Smith, Diversity and adaptations of
Mediterranean crucifer, Hirschfeldia incana,
that promotes invasibility and spread in the UK
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e Mary Dean, The distribution and origins of
Carex salina Wahlenb. (Saltmarsh sedge) in
mainland Britain

o Rachel Hacking, The plant communities of
disused railway ballast in Britain

e Marian Yallop, The effect of sediment char-
acteristics and lake-bed morphology on
Charophyte persistence in flooded gravel
pits

Guide to contributors

DR LEANDER WOLSTENHOLME (Receiving Editor)
GWYNN ELLIS (General Editor)

BSBI News appears three times a year, in the mid-
dle of January, April and September. Copy for
inclusion in any issue should be sent to the editor
at least 6 weeks before that issue is due to appear.

PAPERS

The success of a journal like BSBI News depends
on the editor receiving many relatively short con-
tributions of topical interest. There must be lots
of members who have something interesting,
informative or just plain amusing that they would
like to share with others and this journal is meant
to be the place for the ‘ordinary’ member to
express her or his opinions. So please do continue
to send in your notes or letters and we will do my
best to publish them. We am prepared to accept
copy in any form but it is so much easier for us if
this can be sent typed or printed and by email.
The following recommendations will, if fol-
lowed, make the editor’s job that much easier.

e Keep it short! Preferably to less than two
pages of finished print. Longer articles can
be accepted but it may be more difficult to
fit them in quickly. As you will see by
looking through any issue, many comntribu-
tions are half a page or less.

e It is nice to have typed copy but if you don’t
have access to a typewriter or computer, just
write it out making sure that your handwrit-
ing is legible, especially for names of persons
and places which cannot easily be checked.

o The Editors would prefer to have computer
produced copy as a printed page and on disc.

e Ifyou have access to the Internet, save your
copy as a Word document (either .doc or
1tf) and send to Leander.Wolstenholme@
Manchester.ac.uk

e  When typing or printing, please use double
(or 1%) line spacing and ensure that the
image is dark.

e To make it easier to scan accurately, any
corrections to a typed or printed page are
best confined to the margins using a pale-
blue pencil, but do ensure that the instruc-
tions are clear. If necessary, send two cop-
ies, one with, the other without corrections.

o Where emphasis is required, mark the words
to be in italic, bold or underlined fonts in the
normal way or print them using the correct
fonts. There is no need to put Latin names in
italics but it would be a help.

e Latin names must conform to Stace’s New
Flora of the British Isles edn 2, Kent’s List of
Vascular Plants of the British Isles & supple-
ments, Clement & Foster’s Alien Plants of the
British Isles or Ryves, Clement & Foster’s
Alien Grasses of the British Isles. No author-
ities are needed for names in these books but
if the taxon is not included in any of the above
then an authority should be given.

o English names should also conform to
Stace, Clement & Foster or Ryves, Clement
& Foster and if available must be given
when a species is first mentioned in the text
except sometimes in long lists of species.

e Titles of papers and author’s names should
be in upper and lower case, NOT capitals

e Keep formatting to a minimum.

PLEASE NOTE: to save postage, contribu-
tions will not be acknowledged when first re-
ceived, unless accompanied by an S.AE.

All contributors will receive, if time allows, a
proof for checking, so that you will be able to
see what your note looks like before it is printed
and will have the opportunity to alter anything
at that stage. Any contributions received, which
appear to be more suitable for inclusion in
Watsonia as a ‘Short Note” will be passed on to
the editor of that journal.

Suitable illustrations accompanying notes, in
the form of line drawings, black and white or
colour negatives, prints, slides, or especially
colour digital photos are also welcomed. These
may be sent as ‘hard copy’ or as digital images
on disk, CD-Rom or over the Internet but,
PLEASE, always send a separate copy of the
illustration (in bitmap, jpeg, or tiff format),
especially if you have embedded it in your
Word document.

A Guide to Hlustrators will appear in a future
issue.



Diary / Colour Section / Deadline for News 102

75

DIARY

N.B. These dates are often supplementary to those in the 2006 Calendar in BSBI Year Book 2006 and
include provisional dates of the BSBI’s Permanent Working Committees.

Permanent Working Committees

25 Jan  Records Committee, London

1 Feb  Meetings Committee, London

9 Feb  Publications Committee, London

18 Feb Committee for Wales, Aberystwyth

22 Feb  Executive Committee, London

11 Mar Scottish Committee

16 Mar Council Meeting,
change of date)

London (note

2006

19-26 March Excursion to Western Portugal
(see p. 50 last issue)

.23-24 May  Cherishing Churchyards’
(see p. 65)
20-26 May  Excursion to Jersey (see p. 50

last issue)

See also pages 64 and 67 for further dates

COLOUR SECTION

The cover of BSBI News from now on will be in
full colour, with a ‘stunning’ photo on the front. I
trust you will agree that the cover photo of blue-
bells in Scotland by Jim Mclntosh is a worthy first.

The editors need your help in providing these
‘stunning’ images. Ideally they should accom-
pany a short item, and this could just as easily
be a field meeting report as a paper. Some of the
photos on the back cover of this issue are linked
to some Welsh field meetings and were taken by
Richard Pryce. They have been chosen not just
for their quality but also because Richard kindly
provided us with a CD of hundreds of photos
from which to chose. There must be many other
members who take photographs at various field
meetings who could do likewise. You don’t
have to be the leader of the meeting or author of
the report to provide photographs! We look
forward to a bumper crop of photos from which
to chose the next selection.

As uvsual, the colour section had to go to the
Printers before the text was finalised so the
pages to which the photos are linked are given
below
Inside fromt cover: Delosperma nubigenum,
Petersfield (p. 42) and Illecebrum verticillatum,
Aldershot (p. 26). Plate 1: Meum athamanti-
cum, Mow Cop (p. 27); Plant ring, Bath (p. 10);
Plate 2: Egeria densa, pond (v.c. 17) (p. 39);
Putative Erigeron hybrid, Ainsdale dunes (p.
39); Sisymbrium polyceratium, Birmingham (p.
45). Plate 3: Trifolium incarnatum susbsp. mo-
linerii, S. Devon (p. 12); Orchis purpurea, Por-
ton Down (p. 26). Plate 4: Pollen grains (p. 16).
Inside back cover: Silene gallica, Burry Port
(p. 48); Senecio inaequidens, S. Hampshire
(p- 42); Botrychium lunaria, Pembrey Burrows
(p. 48). Back cover: Max Walters, Franklyn
Perring, et al. (p. 2 & 63); Viola tricolor subsp.
curtisii, Pembrey Burrows (p. 48).

CONTRIBUTIONS INTENDED FOR

BSBI NEWS 102

should reach the Receiving Editor before
March 1%

The Receiving Editor Dr Leander Wolstenholme can be contacted by phone on 0161 275 2671 or email:
Leander. Wolstenholme@Manchester.ac.uk
The General Editor Gwynn Ellis can be contacted by phone or fax on 029-2049-6042 or
email: rgellis@ntlworld.com
All text and illustrations appearing in BSBI News and its Supplements are copyright and no reproduction in any
form may be made without written permission from the General Editor.
Offers and special terms apply only to members of the Society and copies are not available on an exchange basis.
BSBI News (ISSN 0309-930X) is published by the Botanical Society of the British Isles.
Enquiries concerning the Society’s activities and membership should be addressed to: The Hon. General Secretary, ¢/o
Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD. Tel: 0207 942 5002.
Camera ready copy produced by Gwynn Ellis and printed by J. & P. Davison, 3 James Place, Treforest,
Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan CF37 1SQ (Tel. 01443-400585; email: davison-litho@ukf.net)



ADMINISTRATION and IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

PRESIDENT Dr Richard Gornall
Biology Dept., University of Leicester, Leicester, LE1 7RH
Tel. 0116-252-3394; rjg@leicester.ac.uk
HON. GENERAL SECRETARY (General Enquiries) Mr David Pearman
Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA
Tel.: 01872 863388; DPearmand@aol.com
HON. TREASURER (All financial matters except Subscriptions) Mr Michael Braithwaite
19 Buccleuch Street, Hawick, Roxburghshire, TD9 0HL
Tel. 01450-372267. Fax 01450-373591
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY (Payment of Subs and changes of address) Mr Gwynn Ellis
41 Marlborough Road, Roath, Cardiff, CF23 SBU

(Please quote membership number on all correspondence; see address label on post,
or Members List in Year Book 2005) Tel. 02920 496042; rgellis@ntlworld.com
HON. FIELD SECRETARY (Enquiries on Field Meetings) _ Mirs Jane Croft
12 Spaldwick Road, Stow Longa, Huntingdon, Cambs., PE28 0TL
Tel.: 01480 860561; jane@stowlonga.fsnet.co.uk

BSBI PROJECT MANAGER & Mr David Pearman
VICE-COUNTY RECORDERS Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA
(Comments and/or changes of address) Tel.: 01872 863388; DPearmand@aol.com
PANEL OF REFEREES & SPECIALISTS Dr Mary Clare Sheahan
(Comments and/or changes of address) 61 Westmoreland Road, Barnes, London, SW13 9RZ
Tel.: 020 8748 4365; m.sheahan@rbgkew.org.uk

WATSONIA RECEIVING EDITOR Mr Martin Sanford

c/o SBRC, Ipswich Museum, High Street, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 3QH

Tel.: 01473 433547, fax: 01473 433558, sbrc@globalnet.co.uk

BSBI NEWS RECEIVING EDITOR Dr Leander Wolstenholme
The Herbarium, The Manchester Museum, University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester, M12 9PL
Tel.: 0161 275 2671; Leander. Wolstenholme@Manchester.ac.uk

BSBI NEWS GENERAL EDITOR Mr Gwynn Ellis
41 Marlborough Road, Reath, Cardiff, CF23 SBU

Tel. & Fax 029-2049-6042; rgellis@ntlworld.com

BSBI DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT Dr Gabriel Hemery
¢/o Dept of Plant Sciences, University of Oxford, South Parks Road, Oxford, OX1 3RB

Tel. & Fax 01865 275050; g.hemery@bsbi.org.uk

BSBI CO-ORDINATOR Mr Alex Lockton
66 North Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2JL

Tel. & Fax: 01743 343789; Mobile: 0585 700368; coordinator@bsbi.org.uk

BSBI VOLUNTEERS OFFICER Mr Bob Ellis
11 Havelock Road, Norwich, NR2 3HQ

Tel.: 01603 662260; bob@elymus.demon.co.uk

BSBI SCOTTISH OFFICER Mr Jim MclIntosh
c/o Royal Botanic Garden, Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 SLR

Tel. 0131 248 2876 (w); 0141 552 7322 (h); j.mcintosh@rbge.ac.uk

RESEARCH FUND APPLICATIONS Dr Pete Hollingsworth
Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, EH3 5L.R

p.hollingsworth@rbge.ac.uk.

BSBI PUBLICATIONS Mur & Mrs Jon Atkins
c/o Summerfield Books, Main Street, Brough, Cumbria, CA17 4AX

Tel.: 017683 41577, Fax: 017683 41687; bsbipubs@beeb.net

BSBI WEB SITE ADDRESS www.bsbi.org.uk



Silene gallica at Burry Port (v.c. 44), photo © R.D. & K. Pryce 2005

Senecio inaequidens in South Hampshire, Botrychium lunaria on Pembrey Burrows
(v.c. 11), photo © Tony Mundell 2004 (v.c. 44), photo © R.D. & K. Pryce 2005



Max Walters (1920-2005) who sadly died on December 11 (I) with Trevor Dines, Chris Preston,
David Pearman and Franklyn Perring (1927-2003) (#) at the launch of the New Atlas of the British & Irish
Flora, photo © R.D. Pryce 2002

Viola tricolor subsp. curtisii on Pembrey Burrows (v.c. 44), photo © R.D. & K. Pryce 2005




