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to improve those sites which are found to be in
poor condition.

The project has been challenging and interest-
ing to the 60, or so, BSBI volunteers involved.
However, given our significant contribution to
this project, it is good to be able to report an
additional benefit to the BSBI. Earlier this
summer copies of all 27 reports and records
collected from all of SNH’s SCM work, on 150
sites in total, were handed back to Scottish
VCRs and the BSBI. The data is detailed and
high quality and will make an important contri-
bution to VCRS’ records. I understand that full
copies of all SCM reports will be available on
the SNH website shortly.

Scottish Vice-county Recorder Workshop

Scottish Vice-county Recorders participated in
a very enjoyable residential Workshop held at
the Field Studies Centre, Kindrogan in April.

There were talks on the Hybrids Project, by
Alan Forest, Contributing Watsonia Records by
Mike Porter, Pressing Specimens by Heather
McHaffie as well as various talks by me. There
were workshop sessions on VC Recording
Areas, on Support for VCRs and on MapMate.
We also included a debriefing sessions for those
involved in Site Condition Monitoring and the
Computerisation Project. But as always the best
part of the weekend was socialising over dinner
and in the bar afterwards. I would like to thank
all those who came and contributed to make the
event so successful.

Brief reports from the various speakers were
compiled and illustrated to produce a Workshop
Report which was sent to all Scottish VCRs.
There are a few spare copies, and if you would
like one, please let me know.

Coordinator’s Corner
ALEX LOCKTON, 66 North Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2JL; coordinator@bsbi.org.uk

The BSBI Library

In recent years we have been building up a BSBI
library, which is housed for us in the University
of Birmingham’s premises in Shrewsbury. We
are delighted and grateful to have received
donations of many books and journals from the
estates of the late John Lavender and Alice
Lambert, and from many individuals such as
Richard Pankhurst, Jean Green and Karl
Crowther.

We are always pleased to receive more
donations, if anyone has books they don’t need
or want to pass on to a good home. We keep a
few duplicates for teaching purposes, but excess
numbers are passed on to the Field Studies
Council. Rare and valuable books are kept
securely, and we can promise to keep them as a
permanent asset to the society. The library is
accessible to BSBI members by arrangement,
and is available for committees to meet in for
free. For further information, contact Sarah
Whild at the University of Birmingham, The
Gateway Arts & Education Centre, Chester
Street, Shrewsbury, SY1 INB,

s.j.whild@bham.ac.uk.

More about Axiophytes

I have received lots of interesting correspond-
ence about axiophytes [important plants — an
indicator of good habitats, see BSBI News 99:
5]. David Pearman tells me that Dorset Wildlife
Trust has been using lists of “notables” for
designating Wildlife Sites for about fifteen
years, and they find it very useful in defending

their selection in public enquiries. Many other

Wildlife Trusts also include some sort of

element of indicator, or ‘typical,’” species in

their selection process; but apparently the
country agencies have never gone so far as to
draw up truly scientific criteria for SSSIs.

Perhaps they haven’t felt the need, as they have

the law on their side, but one has to wonder if

there wouldn’t actually be a benefit in being
able to state, scientifically, why a site is ‘good’?

Axiophytes seem to represent a potential
solution to the ‘importantness’ problem that has
plagued conservation for decades. There has
been so much confusion about what we should
base conservation decisions on: rare species,
threatened species or indicator species. Lots of
complicated formulae have been drawn up in
the past. With axiophytes, we can move beyond
that situation into one of much greater clarity.

The following three terms need to be defined as

separate concepts, and if you do that it is appar-

ent that much of the time we mix them up and
saddle ourselves with a confused and inconsist-
ent idea of what makes a site valuable.

1 Rare species are ones that are uncommon,
either in absolute terms or relative terms (i.e.
within a particular geographic area). They are
of conservation importance mainly from the
point of view of protecting genetic resources
because, being rare, they have little effect on
vegetation.

2 Threatened species are ones that are in
decline, which is interesting but of little
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conservation significance in itself. Mathemat-
ically, it can be shown that about 50% of all
species will probably be in decline at any one
time within any particular geographical area,
so decline itself is simply a phenomenon to be
observed rather than necessarily a problem to
be acted upon. However, it is well worth
monitoring the increases and declines of
species because this reflects how the country-
side is changing and how sites are being
managed.

3 Axiophytes. These are species that are desira-
ble, from a conservation point of view. They
are plants that we generally want more of,
usually because they represent habitats and
environmental conditions that are considered
to be beneficial for nature conservation. They
are usually widespread enough to be a major
constituent of vegetation, and are probably
important food plants, so they are often
neither rare nor necessarily threatened, but
they are the ones that matter the most.

Some exciting work is being done on axiophytes
in Lincolnshire and Shropshire. —Margaret
Haggerty, who manages the Lincs. Records
Centre, has drawn up a list of indicators of
various conservation-worthy habitats in the
county and shown that all sites can be ranked
according to the number of axiophytes they
contain. Over a certain number and you have a
SSSI. A lower number would be indicative of a
Wildlife Site, and below that you may still have
a site of interest, but one with a lower conserva-
tion status. She found that the system pretty
much corroborates the experience-based
decisions by which these sites have been desig-
nated in the past (unlike the Red Data lists) but
has the advantage of putting it on an empirical
basis. This could be enormously valuable in
allowing SSSI designations to be defended, and
also in monitoring the efficacy of conservation
management. Astonishingly, it seems that the
simpler the list the more effectively it works:
abundance weightings, dividing them up by
habitat, and other complexities do not seem to
offer much benefit.

In Shropshire Dan Wrench and the Biodiver-
sity Partnership have eschewed the traditional
half a dozen BAP species in favour of an
axiophytic approach involving some 400
species of vascular plants and bryophytes. In
collaboration with the County Council and the
Forestry Commission, they have produced
coincidence maps of axiophytes in order to
identify areas that should be protected from
afforestation or development, and they use the
maps to alert surveyors to the features of interest

in an area. They have over 40,000 recent
records at lkm resolution or finer, and can
assign a value to any grid square on the map,
thereby giving early warning of areas that need
to be protected. Because the difficult ecology
‘science part’ is hidden in the early stages of the
process, all they have to do is give a straightfor-
ward number to the people who make the
decisions: ‘that square is a 40-pointer, leave it
alone’, or ‘this square only scores 2, so you can
do what you like there.” It is a fantastically clear
system. The best thing is that it can be argued
with: if you don’t agree with what the BAP
people say, then do your own survey and see
what you find. By giving us a number, they
have turned was was previously guesswork into
good, hard, science, and that surely gives
conservation a much more credible foundation.
There is a lot of work to be done yet on
axiophytes, but these results are encouraging. It
seems that about 20% of the species in each
county could be classified as axiophytes,
amounting to about 200-400 taxa. In Shropshire
about 60% of the 1km squares contain at least
one axiophyte, and the 5% best sites are classi-
fied as SSSIs. These scores, of course, are
chosen by us, but they match what the govern-
ment seems to want to designate as protected
habitat. In future we may want to protect a
larger proportion of the countryside, in which
case we can simply adjust threshold levels.
What we need now is for each county to draw
up a list of proposed axiophytes and, in collabo-
ration between us all, to standardise the rules so
that they are roughly the same everywhere. It
would be really interesting then to check out all
the SSSIs in Britain against these lists and see if
they really are well chosen. I can think of some
sites that hardly contain any axiophytes at all,
and one has to wonder whether they really
warrant such a level of protection. Whereas the
majority probably have at least 15 such species,
and some surely have many more than this.
What we don’t yet know is whether size and
diversity has much of an impact. It stands to
reason that a large site with many different
habitats would score much higher than a smaller
site with only one vegetation type; but is that
necessarily a bad thing? If anyone is looking for
a thesis to write, here is a great opportunity to do
some really worthwhile research. I shall post
more information on the web site
(www.bsbi.org.uk) and expand on the role of
county recorders in the next issue of BSBI
Recorder. Please get in touch if you want to help.
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Good homes needed for various BSBI journals

Free to anyone able to collect or pay postage:
BSBI News with occasional indexes as
published Nos 9 — 85 (1975 —2000).

Watsonia vols 19 — 25 (1992 — 2005) with
annual indexes.
JoUN SOUTHEY, 2 Old Butterleigh Road,
Silverton, Exeter EX5 4JE Tel. 01392 860437

STOP PRESS

Irish Wild Plants: Myths, Legends and Folklore by NIALL MACCOITIR
with original watercolours by GRANIA LANGRISHE

Most of us are never far away from green and growing
things and indeed our lives would feel much poorer
without them. The wild plants of Ireland have been
bound up in our culture from the earliest times appear-
ing in the ancient Irish brehon laws and nature poetry
as well as myths and legends and much folklore.
According to that folklore a person who carries a four-
leaved shamrock will be lucky in gambling, while a girl
who puts nine ivy-leaves under her pillow will dream
of her future husband. Herbal medicine was also impor-
tant in ancient Ireland. There were 365 parts to the
body, and a different plant existed to cure the ailments
of each part.

Plants are described in seasonal order, a fresh
perspective which brings us back to the viewpoint of

our ancestors. After the history of herbs in Ireland and
traditional herbal medicine, different as%ects of plant
folklore are examined. Included are their roles in
magical protection, their use in charms and spells
(especially for love!), plants as emblems in children’s
games, in Irish place names and folklore cures.

This beautifully illustrated hardback book is
}Jlglflgjshed by The Collins Press in and will cost €25.00

.99.

For further details contact: GILLIAN HENNESSY, The
Collins Press, West Link Park, Doughcloyne, Wilton,
Cork, Ireland; Tel: 00353 (0)21-4347717 Fax: 00353
(0)21-4347720; gillian@ collinspress.ie; Website:
www.collinspress.ie

Conservation on the Grand Scale
13t October to 17t November 2006, Birkbeck, London University

Six free (Fublic lectures of the Ecology and Conserva-
tion Studies Society / Birkbeck on consecutive Friday
evenings, about opportunities and problems of manag-
ing major tracts of the countryside.

Full details from http://www.bbk.ac.uk/ce/
environment/ecssociety/index.shtml

Get involved in National Conifer Week, 1-8 October 2006

Conifers have something truly special to bring to
every garden whether it’s a small balcony with room
for a tub, or acres of grounds with enough space for
an arboretum. During National Conifer Week, from
1 to 8 October 2006, the beauty and versatility of
these ‘plants for all seasons’ will be celebrated, and
gardeners will be encouraged to discover what
conifers have to offer. Organised by the Association
of British Conifer Growers (ABCG), and funded by

the Horticultural Trades Association (HTA) and
Horticultural Development Council (HDC), the
campaign is designed to capture the public’s imagina-
tion, drive increased awareness of conifers and boost
sales of the plants.

A website (www.conifers.org.uk) has been created,
with tips and inspiration for how people can use
conifers in their own gardens, photographs and plant-
ing plans.

CONTRIBUTIONS INTENDED FOR
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Young plant of Rumex maritimus in flower on
Zizania dredgings

. ! Rumex maritimus in late flower & fruit on west
Rumex maritimus close up of fruiting head bank, showing ‘candelabra’ habit

All photos Patching Pond, v.c. 13 (see pp. 11-12), M. Hollings © 2005




Photo 1: Urtica membranacea growing in pavement edge. All 5 photos see pp. 29
J. & V. Roberts © 2006

Photo 2: View of immature purple-tinged male Photo 3: Unilateral ‘membranous’ males racemes
racemes of U. membranacea - at anthesis of U. membranacea

Photo 4: Two ovate connate paired stipules at Photo 5: Four linear stipules at node of Common
node of U. membranacea, and female racemes Nettle, U. dioica




