




























































































































































Notes from the Officers - Scottish Officer 

This is why I have devoted so much time 
and effort to a series of computerisation 
projects. The first of which is now complete, 
the second is at the final step, and a third will 
commence imminently. 
1st BSBI Scottish Computerisation Project 
104,000 vascular plant paper records from 
four Scottish VCRs have been computerised 
by BSBI contractors and handed back to the 
VCRs in MapMate format. The data has now 
been uploaded onto the BSBI Vascular Plant 
DataBase (VPDB) and the NBN Gateway 
where it can be seen (www.searchnbn.net). 
The BSBI is very grateful to SNH for its 
support for the project. 
2nd BSBI Scottish Computerisation Project 
The second computerisation project has just 
completed the digitisation of a further 
145,000 records, this time thanks to the help 
ofEsmee Fairbaim Foundation. Like the first 
it uses contractors drawn from amongst the 
membership. Records from East Ross (v.c. 
106), North Ebudes (v.c. 104), Westemess 
(v.c. 97), Eastemess (v.c. 96) and Moray (v.c. 
95) were computerised and will be put on the 
VPDB and NBN shortly. 
3rd BSBI Scottish Computerisation Project 
As if that wasn't enough, SNH have gener­
ously offered us a further £82,000 funding 
package for a much bigger three year project 
to computerise some 450,000 paper records. 
This will begin shortly. Generally these 
records will be those in the VCR's main 
dataset. Again, like the previous projects a 
considerable volunteer effort will be required 
by participating recorders to prepare record 
cards for computerisation, and to check 
records once computerised against the origi­
nal paperwork. 
Species Action Framework 
SNH's recently launched A Five Year Species 
Action Framework aims to make a real differ­
ence in its 5 year term to the following vascu­
lar plant and charophyte species: 
• Melampyrum sylvaticum (Small Cow­

wheat), 
• Platanthera hifolia (Lesser Butterfly­

orchid), 
• Pyrola media (Intermediate Wintergreen), 

73 

• Salix lanata (Woolly Willow) and 
• Tolypella nidifica (Bird's nest stone-

wort). 
We have a much better understanding of the 
conservation issues for some of these species 
than others. There has already been a signifi­
cant amount of work done on Melampyrum 
sylvaticum and Salbe lanata, for example. For 
others, notably Pyrola media our understand­
ing of its apparent decline, and the underlying 
factors involved is much poorer. And there is 
little time to get a better idea of what is going 
on and implement any remediation. 

But that is where you can help - even this 
late in the year. Fruiting Pyrola media can be 
identified long after flowering - sometimes 
even in the following year - from its dried-up 
fruiting spike, with a long (5mm) straight 
stigma. If you re-visit or chance upon any 
Scottish populations please make a detailed 
record of them. The record should include, if 
possible, a population count, a GPS reference 
and a note of any threats or damage to the 
population. Photographs are also very useful. 
Send your records to the local Vice-county 
Recorder. 

As a separate exercise, over this winter we 
will be asking Scottish Recorders to collate 
details of all their Pyrola media records and 
send them to me. 
Scottish BSBI WebPages 
For more information about what the BSBI 
Scottish Officer and the BSBI are doing in 
Scotland check out the BSBI Scottish 
WebPages. Follow the link from the main 
website, or just type www.bsbiscotland.org.uk 
Scottish Annual Meeting in Edinburgh -
again! 
Just a quick reminder that the Scottish Annual 
Meeting is back in Edinburgh again, after we 
failed to find suitable accommodation in 
Glasgow for the second year running. The date 
remains Saturday 3 November 2007. If you 
haven't been before, I'm sure you will fmd the 
event very welcoming and enjoyable. Please 
see the enclosed flier for more information and 
to book. 
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Every now and then ideas comes along which 
challenge the way we think, and scientists 
have proved themselves no better at dealing 
with this than anyone else, although science 
itself has a way of moving forward regardless 
of the recalcitrance of any individuals. The 
secret of success, of course, is to spot the new 
ideas that will stand the test of time, and to 
reject those that won't. But how do you tell 
which is which? 

Several interesting changes in the way the 
BSBI works have been testing our precon­
ceived ideas recently. Perhaps the most 
challenging has been the Maps Scheme 
Online. In the past we were used to having 
Atlases published on paper every few decades, 
and these were taken to be the definitive, 'true' 
accounts of the distribution of species. The 
fact that they were carefully scrutinised for 
errors before publication gave them an air of 
authority and a certain level of dependability. 
Looking back, we now know that they weren't 
as accurate as we might have thought and -
more importantly - they were far from 
complete. There were just too few people 
working on them to have much of a chance of 
achieving comprehensive coverage. 

Now we have the Maps Scheme, which is a 
much more uncontrolled compilation of data 
by many people. It is updated almost daily 
and it often contains errors. To give an 
example, Rose Murphy recently emailed me 
to enquire about a dot for 'Fumaria agragia' 
on the AUP (Atlas Updating Project). Now, 
Fumaria agragia doesn't exist as a species­
it was a typo for F. agraria - and Rose, 
despite being an expert on fumitories, had 
never heard of any records of either the spuri­
ous agragia nor the valid agraria in Britain. 
So we checked it out and found that there was 
indeed a perfectly good record of F. agraria 
from 1939, and eventually we traced the 
original reference, with help from Rodney 
Burton and David Pearman. 

This is a curious course of events. A record 
that was totally duff in every way turned out 

to reveal a valuable item of information that 
you really would have had no chance of 
discovering otherwise. So does this justify 
the creation of the Maps Scheme? We will 
have to accept that errors will creep in 
constantly, but if we implement a system for 
correcting them then the database will, over 
time, get better and better. I suppose it could 
also get worse, if the rate of accumulation of 
errors exceeds the rate at which we deal with 
them, but can a system simultaneously get 
better at the same time as it is getting worse? 
I suppose it can, if you define those terms 
carefully. 

As far as I can see there is no turning back. 
The advantages of having lots of people -
county recorders, local records centres, 
referees, etc., - contributing to the Maps 
Scheme is so much greater than the disadvan­
tages it brings. What we need to do is get 
used to the idea of questioning and correcting 
the data set as an ongoing process, rather than 
imagining that the printed maps we use are 
somehow perfect; which they never were in 
the first place. 

Herbaria at Home 
A similar situation occurs with the Herbaria 
at Home project, run by Tom Humphrey and 
Leander Wolstenholme at Manchester 
Museum. This is an on-line collaboration for 
documenting herbarium specimens that 
draws on the inexpert (and expert) knowledge 
of the botanical public. I have found that it 
costs, astonishingly, just a few percent of the 
price of using traditional herbarium curators 
to document collections. Although it is also 
prone to error, it is still much better and more 
useful than anything else. Being able to see 
the specimens yourself is extremely 
welcome; but the ability to feed your own 
lmowledge and information into it creates 
another one of those feedback loops that 
make it another 'next generation' system that 
will, surely, replace what has gone before. 

The problem with Herbaria at Home at the 
moment is that it has no funding. I've phoned 
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round some of the obvious funding organisa­
tions and found that it falls awkwardly 
between the remit of most of them, and it is 
too imaginative and innovatory for the rest. 
So 1'd like to appeal for help from the 
membership: we need sponsors. If you know 
of any obscure (or less obscure) charities who 
might support it; or wise museum managers 
who would like to get their collections online, 
then please get in touch. 

FISQs 
At the beginning of August, the Training & 
Education committee ran its first full Field 
Identification Skills Qualification, or FISQ. 
This is another novel idea that, now that we 
have it, strikes me as completely natural and 
obvious. 

For a FISQ, candidates are given a range of 
fresh plant specimens from around Britain to 
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identify under laboratory conditions. They 
are then sent out into the field to undertake a 
couple of standard recording tasks: a quadrat 
and a site list. They don't have to get every­
thing right - they are evaluated against a 
botanist with a known level of competence 
and given a score on the skills pyramid from 
1 to 6 (it doesn't test for level 7, the top level). 

It is a fabulous improvement on the exams 
that were available to consultants, surveyors 
and students of botany, because it tests the 
skills that are needed to work or volunteer 
successfully in the sector. No-one can fail, 
but they are given advice on how good they 
really are, what they can competently do, and 
what more they need to do to make progress. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy taking part, and 
there are plans to run more next year. Details 
on the web site. 

DIARY 
N.B. These dates are often supplementary to those in the 2007 Calendar in BSBI Year Book 

2007 and include provisional dates of the BSB1's Permanent Working Committees. 

10 Qct Records Committee, London 3 Nov Scottish AEM, Edinburgh 
13 Qct Committee for Wales, Aberystwyth 14 Nov Council Meeting, London 
18 Qct Publications Committee, London 24 Nov AEM, London 
30 Qct Executive Committee, London 

(note change of date) 
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spur not 

narrow twisted 
dark tapering 
smallish sepal 
appendages 
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Viola 

and dark spur (otherwise as V. riviniana) 

All Viola photos John & Val Roberts © 2007 
(see p. 8-9) 

Cathedral Point or 'Bradford Forest' . 
Photo Jesse Tregale © 2007 (see p. 37) 

2 
nalTOW twisted petals, 
veins on lower petal 
short and relatively 
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notched spur (unusually 
strongly notched even for 

V. riviniana 

Muscari latifolium on a soil heap on waste 
ground, Bradford. Photo Jesse Tregale © 2007 

(see p. 37) 



Coincya monensis ssp. monensis established on Crosby dunes in June 2007 

Translocated plants of Coincya monensis ssp. Coincya monensis ssp. monensis being removed 
monensis colonising a blow-out on Hall Road from relict colony at Blundellsands in July 1992 

dunes in June 1999 just before development 

All photos © Philip Smith (see p. 16-19) 


