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Notes from the Officers — Coordinator’s Corner

Coordinator’s Corner
ALEX LLOCKTON, 66 North Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2JL; coordinator@bsbi.org.uk

Progress with the axiophyte lists

The concept of axiophytes is gaining ground
both within the BSBI and in the wider conser-
vation world. Eleven counties have now
produced axiophyte lists (thank you, contribu-
tors!), and we are beginning to analyse the
results. An axiophyte is a worthy plant — the
sort of thing that elicits the response ‘that’s
nice’ when a botanist comes across it in a part
of the country that they know well. We are all
familiar with axiophytes of ancient woodland
in the south-east of England, thanks to the
many ecologists who have studied them there,
but the task of extending the lists to all habitats
of conservation value throughout the whole of
the British Isles is much more demanding than
anything that has been attempted to date. We
now have lists from English, Welsh, Scottish
and Irish counties, so we are beginning to
achieve the geographical spread that I suspect
we need to be able to do this properly. There
is even interest in this initiative from Spain,
but that might be a bit too ambitious for us just
at the moment.

One interesting finding so far is how differ-
ent the county lists are turning out to be. Out
of 1,251 species chosen by the 11 county
recorders, just 14 were selected by everyone.
They include Sanicula europaea — a universal
woodland axiophyte — and Anthyllis vulner-
aria — presumably always an indicator of
species-rich calcareous grassland. We tend to
think of species as having a characteristic
habitat, but most do not quite follow this
pattern. Instead, it seems a lot of plants are
fairly catholic in the centre of their range, and
random and unpredictable where they are rare.
It is only where plants are moderately scarce
that they are so predictable as to be restricted
to one particular habitat. Among the interest-
ing anecdotes sent in are observations on
Umbilicus rupestris (the ultimate rock plant)
growing on bare soil in flower beds in
Pembrokeshire and Wahlenbergia hederacea
as a garden weed in Cardiganshire. Even these

plants of highly restricted ecological niches
can be less demanding in their core areas.

There are many things still to think about
with axiophyte lists. For example, Dorset
must inevitably have a much longer list than
Northumberland, but I for one feel uncomfort-
able with the argument that southern counties
are necessarily ‘better’ than northern ones. If
that were true, we would abolish Natural
England and spend all our conservation funds
in the Turks & Caicos. Species richness, per
se, does not equate to quality. So one
approach might be to produce proportional
lists. If a site contained 10% of all the
county’s axiophyte species it would qualify as
a cracking good site, whether that was six or
sixty species.

So please keep the lists coming. Having
county recorders draw up the lists of important
species based on their experience and knowl-
edge is an essential first stage. Kevin Walker,
who is responsible for research in the BSBI,
has been analysing the lists to see if there are
patterns in the attributes of the chosen plants,
such as Ellenberg Values. Surprise, surprise —
there are! But it is good to get confirmation
that what we know from years of observation
is indeed related to quantifiable scientific
properties.

One key test of the axiophyte concept took
place in Shropshire recently when Dan
Wrench, the County Ecologist, produced maps
highlighting the most ecologically important
parts of the county for targeting of conserva-
tion spending. A group of the county’s top
naturalists was called to see if the maps
worked for species groups other than plants.
With just one exception they did. Everyone
agreed that the places that are best for plants
are also best for all other organisms. The
exception, ironically, was the data collected
for Defra’s Higher Level Schemes. This was
based entirely on the conservation of farmland
birds, and it was essentially the reverse of the
axiophyte maps — ecologically, it seems, it is
the very worst parts of the county that are
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receiving the vast bulk of the conservation
budgets. Perhaps not all that much has
changed since the good of days of agricultural
subsidies.

Recorders’ Conference

Bookings can now be made for the Recorders’
Conference on 121-14% September. The
programme is looking promising, with a
workshop planned on advanced recording
techniques and a parallel one on herbarium
work, including Herbaria at Home. Several
people have asked us to supply herbarium
materials, and I am hoping we will be able to
do so.

We always have panels of referees available
to determine specimens, often including the
experts on Taraxacum, Rosa, Euphrasia and
Cyperaceae. Keep an eye on the web site for
details of who will be there this year — look on
the meetings page. The confererce is open to
anyone in the society, but places are limited
and county recorders get the first option of
residential places. I would recommend it for
anyone who actively records for the society or
who publishes in our journals or newsletter;
but anyone who is just casually interested
might try coming to one of the Exhibition
Meetings first. There are grants available
from the Training & Education Committee for
students who might find the £165 fee a bit
steep; we would particularly welcome posters
on any current research.

Species Accounts on the web site

As an experiment this winter I started posting
species accounts on the web site,
www.bsbi.org.uk. Slightly to my surprise,
these shot to the top of the table of usage, and
are being viewed by thousands of people. A
distinctive formula is developing which makes
these rather different to anything else that I
have seen. Almost all accounts of plants tell
you what we know about them, but what I
have been trying to do with the Species
Accounts is the opposite: telling the readers
what we don’t know about plants. This is
much harder but much more interesting. Even
when I do post some ‘facts’ from published
sources, as often as not someone writes in and
points out that it is not true in their part of the
country, or in their experience.

Over the next few months we are planning to
explore the practicalities of maintaining a web
site about all British species. We need a clear
concept and realistic plan to achieve it. It
would be all too easy for one person to create
a few dozen species accounts of the plants
they know well, but to do all the species in the
British flora would require a concerted effort
by many people. If anyone is interested or
enthusiastic, please log on and have a look
and, better still, send me some feedback or
digital photographs. If a reasonable propor-
tion of the membership of the BSBI would
support it, then it would most definitely be
possible. Vote with your keyboards and you
could help to launch one of the biggest
projects we have ever attempted.

DRAWINGS OF WILDFLOWER SEEDLINGS

See BSBI News 83: 68 (Jan 2000) for a mire
detailed explanation of these drawings. They
were donated to the Society by the artist, Stanley
Evans and, since the number of pages in News
has to be a multiple of 4, they are used to fill a
one or two page gap that would otherwise mean
leaving out one or more notes.

Stanley writes: ‘These drawings are not to
scale. The rate of expansion of cotyledons and
stems of the various species was variable and the
measurements given are generally those made at
the time of the drawing and not necessarily when
maturity had been reached. Moreover, the

growing-medium (horticultural seed and potting
compost) was not ideal for all species and this
may have influenced development and size. Ina
number of drawings the actual size of the plant is
shown by a bar or a cross with a 1cm scale bar
next to it.

In the drawings the words refuse and emargin-
ate have not always been used critically. The
distinction of “shallowly notched at the apex”
(emarginate) and “slightly indented” (retuse) is
blurred. Both words have been used to indicate
an indentation at the tip of the cotyledon.’
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Keeping up with non-native species
A National Workshop

10t to 11 June 2008, Leicester University
Contact : ANNA BUTCHER, RPS Willow Mere House, Compass Point Bus. Pk., Stocks Bridge
Way, St lves PE27 5JL ; butchera@rpsgroup.com; www.nsnuk.org/pages/workshop.html

A UK-wide workshop on current issues in
ecology, identification and management of
invasive plant and animal species. Bringing
together a wide range of individuals involved
in non-native species to share and benefit from
each others experience.

With important Government initiatives in
the pipeline, the key themes of the 2008
workshop will be identification, biclogical
recording and risk assessment for non-native
species, with presentations and workshop
sessions from key speakers.

During the two days delegates will:

» have the opportunity to see and handle over
40 invasive species, including live speci-
mens;

e receive species updates for those species
considered potential risks in the UK

e be able to network and share experiences
across different fields of invasive species
ecology and management; and learn about
key issues that will influence best practice in
invasive species management.

DIARY

N.B. These dates are often supplementary to those in the 2008 Calendar in BSBI Year Book
2008 and include provisional dates of the BSBI’s Permanent Working Committees.

15 May Committee for Scotland

10 Jun Non-native species Workshop,
Leicester University

Council, Slapton Ley

Executive Committee, London
Committee for Wales, Gregynog
Irish AGM, Waterford

Meetings Committee, London

14 Jun
16 Jul
9 Aug
6 Sep

10 Sep

Recorders Conference, Shrewsbury
Committee for Scotland

Records Committee, London
Committee for Wales, Aberystwyth
Publications Committee, London
Understanding our alien flora
Conference, London

Executive Committee, London

12 Sep
20 Sep
8 Oct

11 Oct
15 Oct
25 Oct

29 Oct

CONTRIBUTIONS INTENDED FOR
BSBI NEWS 109
should reach the Receiving Editor before
August 1%t

The General Editor Gwynn Ellis can be contacted by answer phone or fax on 02920 496042
email: rgellis@ntlworld.com
The Receiving Editor Trevor James can be contacted by phone on 01462 742684 or email trevorjjames@btinternet.com
All text and illustrations appearing in BSBI News and its Supplements are copyright and no reproduction in any form
may be made without written permission from the General Editor,
Offers and special terms apply only to members of the Society and copies are not available on an exchange basis.
BSBI News (ISSN 0309-930X) is published by the Botanical Society of the British Isles.

Enquiries concerning the Society’s activities and membership should be addressed to: The Hon. General Secretary, c/o
Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD. Tel: 0207 942 5002.
Camera ready copy produced by Gwynn Ellis and printed by J. & P. Davison, 3 James Place, Treforest, Pontypridd,
Mid Glamorgan CF37 1SQ (Tel. 01443-400585; email: davison.litho@ukf.net)



ADMINISTRATION and IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

PRESIDENT (to June 2008) Dr Richard Gornall
Biology Dept., University of Leicester, Leicester, LE1 7RH
Tel. 0116-252-3394; rjg@leicester.ac.uk
PRESIDENT (from June 2008) Mr Michael Braithwaite
Clarilaw, Hawick, Roxburghshire, TD9 8PT
Tel. 01450 372129

HON. GENERAL SECRETARY (General Enquiries) Mr David Pearman
Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA
Tel.: 01872 863388; DPearman4@aol.com
HON, TREASURER (All financial matters except Membership) Mr Anthony Nixon
The Warwick Partnership, 1 Stonecross, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 4AA
Tel 01727 846194, Fax 01727 810885
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY (Payment of Subs and changes of address) Mr Gwynn Ellis
41 Marlborough Read, Roath, Cardiff, CF23 SBU

(Please quote membership number on all correspondence; see address label on post,
or Members List in Year Book 2007 / 2008) Tel. 02920 496042; rgellis@ntlworld.com
HON. FIELD SECRETARY (Including enquiries about Field Meetings) Mrs Jane Croft
12 Spaldwick Road, Stow Longa, Huntingdon, Cambs., PE28 0TL
Tel.: 01480 860561; stowlonga@tiscali.co.uk
HON. ASSISTANT SECRETARY (General enquiries) Mr Peter Fry
¢/o Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London, SW7 SBD
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VICE-COUNTY RECORDERS Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA
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PANEL OF REFEREES & SPECIALISTS Dr Mary Clare Sheahan

(Comments and/or changes of address) 61 Westmoreland Road, Barnes, London, SW13 9RZ
Tel.: 020 8748 4365; m.sheahan@rbgkew.org.uk
WATSONIA RECEIVING EDITOR Mr Martin Sanford
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Schizanthus pinnatus (Poor-man’s-orchid) at filled quarry (v.c.13).
Photo M. Shaw © 2007 (see p. 45)

Fig. 1. Conyza bilbaoana agg involucre
(see p. 40)

Fig. 2. Conyza ‘daveauiana habit’ involucre
(see p. 4

Both photos M. Rand © 2007




Fig. 3. Conyza ‘daveauiana habit’ (see p. 41) Plate 5. Conyza ‘bilbacana’ late flowering
: variant (see p. 42)

All photos M. Rand © 2007




