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native in many of its sites, but no-one 
seems to have investigated this most impor­
tant aspect of its ecology. 

It was surprising to me, therefore, to 
conclude that while scientific research has 
not advanced much under the BAP, conser­
vation action and serendipity have led to 
this species doing rather well. One-nil to 
the legislators; but I am not sure that other 
species will necessarily have a similar 
outcome. 

The last year of Date Class 4 
When we introduced the idea of recording 
in fixed date classes of one decade each, the 
year 20 I 0 seemed a very long way off. 
Now, five years later, we are soon to be 
facing the prospect of starting a new 
recording period. Are we getting close to 
success with the current one, or is the level 
of recording just too low to warrant such an 
approach? 

Looking at the map below, of Plantago 
lanceolata (Ribwort Plantain), we can see 
that most of England & Wales are now 
re-recorded in DC4 (post-2000), with 
Scotland and Ireland perhaps a little more 
patchy. The gaps are often places where 
there had been a recent flora, such as 
Cumbria. The proximity of DCS (2010-
2019) makes one appreciate that the Maps 
Scheme cannot be viewed in the same light 
as a one-in-a-century Atlas. You clearly 
cannot be expected to work incredibly hard 
for decade after decade. Instead we are 
looking for a steady programme of survey 
and monitoring that will lead to roughly 
equivalent data sets for each date class, so 
please see if you can get out to a few 
under-recorded hectads this year and make 
the maps as good as they reasonably can be. 
One of the main benefits of the Maps 
Scheme is the way it has improved our data 
flow and handling procedures - although 
there is still much progress to be made and 
there are always obstacles to be overcome. 
If any county recorders are finding this 
process completely impossible, they should 
contact Records Committee and ask for 
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help. We have had an excellent intake of 
new County Recorders in recent years, 
most of whom are highly computer literate, 
and good progress is being made in many 
counties. 
FISCs again 
We ran a Field Identification Skills Certifi­
cate test for county recorders at the confer­
ence last September. It was well subscribed, 
and much enjoyed by all. For a County 
Recorder, most of all, it must be a nerve­
wracking experience, as your reputation and 
credibility are on the line. The results are 
confidential, though, and the outcome is not a 
pass or fail, but an assessment of your relative 
field skills - which is not the only criterion 
for a County Recorder anyway. I am used as 
the level S guinea pig against which to 
measure other people, but that only works if! 
am close to my home ground. If I were to 
travel to the coast, say, I am sure my rating 
would sink to something quite dismal. 

This year we had two Level 6 surveyors 
who got more plants than I did in a site I know 
like the back of my hand. There was even a 
first county record. Humbling, isn't it? Even 
more interesting is the fact that nobody is 
flawless - there is no such thing as a surveyor 
who finds every single species in a site and 
makes no mistakes. All botanical surveys are 
a shade of grey. 

Herbaria at Home 
(http://herbariaunited.org/atHome/) 
If anyone reading this has any spare time this 
winter, they might like to log on to Herbaria 
at Home and digitise a few specimens. It is a 
good way of improving your own knowledge 
of historical botanists and their activities, as 
well as testing your identification skills. The 
resulting records are much appreciated. It 
yields many interesting finds and even a 
steady flow of first county records. With 
almost the whole of the University of 
Birmingham herbarium now available, there 
is material from almost every county in the 
British Isles. Come and lend a hand to the 
world's biggest, most ambitious, and best 
herbarium digitisation programme. 
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Recording of Plantago lanceolala - an almost ubiquitous species at hectad level­
in Date Class 4 (2000+) 
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74 Changes to list of Members 

CHANGES TO LIST OF MEMBERS IN 
BSBI YEAR BOOK 2009 

The following changes have been notified since the List of Members in BSBI Year Book 2009 went 
to press. 

New Members 
108110 2008 0 

108153 2008 0 
108171 20090 
108137 2008 0 
108064 2008 I 
108072 2008 0 

107742 2008 0 
108161 2009 0 

108056 2008 0 

108099 2008 F 
108145 2008 F 
108129 2008 0 

Browne, Mrs L K, 40 Princess Street, Leamington Spa, Warks, CV32 4TZ, 
lois@loisandandy.com 38 

Churchill, Ms M, 4 Highgrove Close, Bridgewater, Somerset, TA6 6UF 5 
Doody, Miss A, 23(B) Rothsay Road, Bedford, MK40 3PT 30 
Horth, Mr G G, 5 Sutton Close, Sutton Poyntz, Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 6LJ 9 
Iones, Miss P J, 20 Faryfield Avenue, Great BaIT, Birmingham, West Midlands 38 
Marrs, Prof R H, Applied Vegetation Dynamics Lab, School of Biological 

Sciences, University of Liverpool, Liverpool, L69 7ZB, 
calluna@liv.ac.uk 

Medlicott, Miss A L, 9 Trevor Road, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 1GR 
Midd1eton, Mr I R, Flat8, 30 Albermarle Crescent, Scarborough, North 

Yorkshire, YO 11 lXX, jimthetall@hotmail.com 
Moxey, Mrs P A, Chase House, Greensted Road, Chipping Ongar, Essex, CM5 

59 
56 

62 

9LA, tricia_moxey@yahoo.co.uk 18 
Piearce, Dr T G, 44 Green Lane, Lancaster, LA1 2EZ 60 
Read, Ms I, 5 Sutton Close, Sutton Poyntz, Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 6LJ 9 
Shackleton FRGS, Mr I, Lakeview, Mullagm, Co. Cavan, Ireland, jshack@indigo.ie 

H30 
108102 2008 J Wa1sh, Miss A, Station Road, Manulla, Castlebar, C. Mayo, Ireland 
Address & other changes 

H26 

104468 20070 Baker, Mr A G, 58 Foxhill Road, Reading, Berkshire, RGl 5QS, 
sbu06ab@reading.ac.uk 22 

035865 1975 0 Baxter, Dr C F, Waratah, High Road, Homdon-on-the-hill, Essex, SS17 8LL 18 
079218 1996 S CEH Wallingford, The Librarian, Maclean Building, Crowmarsh Gifford, 

Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 8BB, apsm@ceh.ac.uk 23 
086435 19990 Dale, Ms KM, Strathweltie, Tarland, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, AB34 4YS, 

105413 2007 0 
093598 2003 0 
101582 2006 0 

093555 2003 0 
094020 2003 0 
90394 2002 0 
095604 2003 0 
078491 1996 P 
069581 1991 P 
069590 1991 F 
087440 2000 0 

kdale@envirocentre.co.uk 92 
Daly, Mr R J, 17 Park Avenue, Swinton, Manchester, M27 4TZ 59 
Drewett, Mr J, Castlerigg, Redmire, Leybum, DL08 4EL 65 
Ellson, Mr M E, 80 Pengwem, Llangollen, Denbs., LL20 8AS, 

max.ellson@hotmail.com 50 
Hall, Dr H N, 20 The Park1ands, Finchfield, Wolverhampton, WV3 9DG 39 
Lovelady, Mrs J E, 34 Bellhouse Lane, Grappenhall, Warrington, WA4 2SG 58 
Lush, Mr M J, 9 Fosse Way, Bronllys, Brecon, Powys, LD3 OHX 42 
Moore, Ms L, 19 Central Road, Stroud, G1ous., GL5 4HQ 33 
Nicho1son, Mrs RA, Kirkland Cottage, Caldbeck, Wigton, Cumbria, CA 7 8DZ 70 
Pedlow, Mrs I S, 30 Madden Road, Plymouth, PLl 4NE 3 
Pedlow, Miss A Pedlow, 30 Madden Road, Plymouth, PLl 4NE 3 
Vaughan, Dr I, Cardiff School of Biosciences (BIOS, Cardiff University, Cardiff, 

Cardiff, CF10 3AX, vaughanip@cardiff.ac.uk 41 
108080 2008 0 Webb, Mr S T, 1 Church Close, Levens, Kenda1, Cumbria, LA8 8QE, 

jeanandsimon@btinternet.com 69 
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Deceased 
010692 1977 

046255 1982 

Moved Away 

Baecker, Mrs M, Blue Hills, Hollins Lane, Arnside, Carnforth, Lancashire, 
LA50EQ 60 

Hill-Cotti~am, Dr M P, Mill House, 18 High Lane, Shapwick, Bridgwater, 
Somerset, TA 7 9NB 6 

036683 1961 0 Gray, Dr A J, CEH Dorset, Winfrith Technology Centre, Winfrith Newburgh, 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8ZD 9 

099057 2005 0 Nuttall, Mr P, CEH Monks Wood, Abbotts Ripton, Huntingdon, Cambs, 
PE282LS 31 

081646 1997 0 Potter, Dr JAr, Dept of Biology, University College Chester, Cheyney Road, 
Chester, CHI 4BJ 58 

031584 1976 P Stoddart, Miss J M, 51 High Street, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex, BN6 9TT 13 
Resigned 
092109 2003 
074267 1993 

062773 1988 

106789 2008 
097844 2004 
097852 2004 

Baldock, Dr B M, 24 Martel Close, Broadmayne, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8PL 9 
Fairey, Mr A, Elder Cottage, Cart Lane, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria, 

LA117AF 69 
Herlihy, Mrs D J, 2 Court Lodge Cottage, Church Road, Mersham, Ashford, 

Kent, TN25 6NS 15 
Millar, Mr R B, 52 Allison Drive, Carnwath, Lanarkshire, MLl1 8HF 77 
Whitaker, Mr R, The Hollies, Middle Hill, Egham, Surrey, TW20 OJG 17 
Whitaker, Mrs E, The Hollies, Middle Hill, Egham, Surrey, TW20 om 17 

STOP PRESS 
Margaret Baecker, a BSBI member of 
Arnside, Cumbria, died on Christmas Day at 
the age of 106. She was probably the oldest 

member of the Society and Michae1 Foley 
wrote a short article about her in BSBI News 
107: 26-28, January 2008. 

CONTRIBUTIONS INTENDED FOR 
BSBI NEWS 111 should reach the Receiving Editor before 

March 1st 

The General Editor Gwynn Ellis can be contacted by answer phone or fax on 02920 496042 
email: rgellis@ntlworld.com 

The Receiving Editor Trevor James can be contacted by phone on 01462 742684 or email 
trevorjjames@btinternet.com 

All text and illustrations appearing in BSBI News and its Supplements are copyright and no 
reproduction in any form may be made without written permission from the General Editor. 

Offers and special terms apply only to members of the Society and copies are not available on 
an exchange basis. 

BSBI News (ISSN 0309-930X) is published by the Botanical Society of the British Isles. 
Enquiries concerning the Society's activities and membership should be addressed to: The Hon. 
General Secretary, clo Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London 

SW7 5BD. Tel: 0207 942 5002. 
Camera ready copy produced by Gwynn Ellis and printed by J. & P. Davison, 3 James Place, 

Treforest, Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan CF37 ISQ (Tel. 01443-400585; email: 
davison.litho@ukf.net) 



ADMINISTRATION and IMPORTANT ADDRESSES 
PRESIDENT Mr Michael Braithwaite 

Clarilaw, Hawick, Roxburghshire, TD9 8PT 
Tel. 01450 372129 

HON. GENERAL SECRETARY (General Enquiries) Mr David Pearman 
Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA 

Tel.: 01872 863388; DPeannan4@aol.com 
HON. TREASURER (All financial matters except Membership) Mr Anthony Nixon 

The Warwick Partnership, 1 Stonecross, St Albans, Hertfordshire, ALl 4AA 
Tel 01727846194, Fax 01727810885 

MEMBERSIDP SECRETARY (Payment of Subs and changes of address) Mr Gwynn Ellis 
41 Marlborough Road, Roath, Cardiff, CF23 5BU 

(Please quote membership number on all con'espondence; see address label on post, 
or Members List in Year Book 2009) Answerphone: 02920 496042; rgellis@ntlworld.com 

HON. FIELD SECRETARY (Including enquiries about Field Meetings) Mrs Jane Croft 
12 Spaldwick Road, Stow Longa, Huntingdon, Cambs., PE28 OTL 

Tel.: 01480 860561; stow10nga@tiscali.co.uk 
HON. ASSISTANT SECRETARY (General enquiries) Mr Peter Fry 

clo Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London, SW75BD 
Answerphone only: 0207 942 5002 

BSBI VICE-COUNTY RECORDERS Mr David Pearman 
(Comments and/or changes of address) Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA 

Tel.: 01872 863388; DPeatman4@aol.com 
PANEL OF REFEREES & SPECIALISTS Dr Mary Clare Sheahan 

(Comments and/or chauges of address) 61 Westmoreland Road, Barnes, London, SW13 9RZ 
Tel.: 020 87484365; m.sheahan@rbgkew.org.uk 

WATSONIA RECEIVING EDITOR Mr Martin Sanford 
clo SBRC, Ipswich Museum, High Street, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 3QH 

Tel.: 01473 433547; fax: 01473 433558; sbrc@globalnet.co.uk 
WATSONIA BOOK REVIEWS EDITOR Dr John Edmondson 

243 Pensby Road, Heswall, Wirral, CH61 SUA 
Tel: 0151 342 8287; a.books@mac.com 

BSBI NEWS RECEIVING EDITOR Mr Trevor J James 
56 Back Street, Ashwell, Baldock, Herts., SG7 5PE 

Tel.: 01462742684; trevorjjames@btintemet.com 
BSBI NEWS GENERAL EDITOR Mr Gwynn Ellis 

41 Marlborough Road, Roath, Cardiff, CF23 5BU 
Tel. 02920 496042; rgellis@ntlworld.com 

BSBI HEAD OF RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT Mr Kevin J Walker 

BSBI COORDINATOR 

BSBI VOLUNTEERS OFFICER 

BSBI SCOTTISH OFFICER 

97 Dragon Parade, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG1 5DG 
Te1 01423 544902; kevinwalker@bsbi.org.uk 

Mr Alex Lockton 
66 North Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2JL 
Tel. & Fax: 01743 343789; coordinator@bsbi.org.uk 

Mr Bob Ellis 
11 Havelock Road, Norwich, NR2 3HQ 

Tel.: 01603 662260; bob@e1ymus.demon.co.uk 
Mr Jim McIntosh 

c/o Royal Botanic Garden, Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 5LR 
Tel. 0131 2482894 (w); 0791 7152580 (mob);j.mcintosh@rbge.ac.uk 

RESEARCH FUND APPLICATIONS Dr Pete Hollingsworth 
Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, EH3 SLR 

p.hollingsworth@rbge.ac.uk. 
BSBI PUBLICATIONS Mr Paul O'Hara 

Summerfield Books 2007 Ltd, 3 Phoenix Park, SkeIton, Penrith, CUmbria, CAll 9SD 
Tel.: 01768 484910; Fax: 01768 484909; info@summerfie1dbooks.com 

BSBI WEB SITE ADDRESS www.bsbi.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number in England & Wales: 212560 and in Scotland: SC038675 



The 'late-glacial' habitat for Polemonium caeruleum at the head of the Rosegtal, Switzerland. 
Photo S. Pigott © 2008 (see p. 23) 

Polemonium caeruleum at the head of the Rosegtal, Switzerland. Photo S. Pigott © 2008 (see p. 23) 



Gentianella ciliata, (v.c.24). Left - damaged August flower, right - September flower 
Both photos G. Giles © 2008 (see p. 25) 

Veronica umbrosa; Crawley, Hampshire. Photo M. Shaw © 2008 (see p. 43) 


