








































































































































































































62 Recorders and Recording — Panel of Referees and Specialists / Notes from the Scottish Officer

Panel of Vice-county Recorders
DAVID PEARMAN, Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6R4; 01872 863388

New Recorders

v.c.9 (Dorset): Mr R.M. Walls, 10 Old Brick-
fields, Broadmayne, Dorchester, Dorset,
DT2 8UY. Mr D. Pearman and Mr B.
Edwards retire.

v.c.96 (Easterness): Mr A.M. Ross retires (Ms
S. Smyth & Mr J. Waddell continue as
before).

NOTES FROM THE OFFICERS

From the Scottish Officer — JimM McCINTOSH

Royal Botanic Garden, 204 Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 5LR; Tel: 0131 2482894;
j.mcintosh@rbge.ac.uk

Scottish Officer

The Scottish Officer project began its second
term in November 2008. In addition to the
main funders BSBI and SNH, Royal Botanic
Garden Edinburgh is also supporting the post
— by way of an in-kind contribution of office
facilities. The post holder, Jim Mclntosh, will
continue with a similar remit to deliver major
conservation initiatives such as Site Condition
Monitoring, the Threatened Plant Project and
Rare Plant Registers as well as to support the
BSBI Scottish membership — particularly the
Vice-county Recorders.

Threatened Plant Project
Scotland

As in 2008 the species selected for survey fall
into three categories in Scotland. The relatively
widespread Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium
sylvaticum), Frog Orchid (Coeloglossum
viride) and Maiden Pink (Dianthus deltoides).
The more local Wood Bitter-vetch (Vicia
orobus), Narrow-leaved Helleborine (Cephal-
anthera longifolia), Tubular Water-dropwort
(Oenanthe  fistulosa) and Opposite-leaved
Pondweed (Groenlandia densa). Three of the
species do not occur in Scotland — Rare Spring-
sedge (Carex ericetorum), Copse-bindweed
(Fallopia dumetorum) and Crested Cow-wheat
(Melampyrum cristatum) — so this should make
the task a little easier. However, Scottish vice-
counties are big and recorders might like to ask
local members to help with the survey, perhaps
after some field training. Or conversely local or

in 2009 in

visiting members might like to volunteer!
Details of this years project are available on the
BSBI website (including the list of sites to be
surveyed) but if you would like more informa-
tion please don’t hesitate to get in touch with
me.

Site Condition Monitering

The BSBI continues to make a significant
contribution to Scottish Natural Heritage’s
vascular plant Site Condition Monitoring
programme. Our volunteers are planning to
undertake surveys at a further eight sites
across Scotland in 2009 from the coast at St
Cyrus (near Montrose) to high mountain sites
such as Carn Gorm & Meall Garbh in Glen
Lyon, near Killin.

Rare Plant Register Workshop: April 2009
Rare Plant Registers, or local red lists, are a
great way of making our records and botanical
skill useful to conservationists and land
managers. They also help promote recording
activity. So by the time you read this, we hope
to have held a very successful residential
weekend workshop for Scottish Vice-county
Recorders on the theme of Rare Plant Regis-
ters — how to make a start. There are also
sessions on MapMate, the Computerisation
Project and Site Condition Monitoring. We
plan to write up the workshop’s key points,
questions and answers and publish them in a
report to be distributed to all Scottish Record-
ers.
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Computerisation Project

Over the past year 250,000 Scottish Vice-
county Recorders paper records have been
digitised by this project, which aims to make
them more widely available, to the BSBI,
BRC Vascular Plant DataBase, the NBN
Gateway and to the Vice-county Recorders
themselves of course! Scottish Recorders
were consulted on the outstanding paper
record sets they held, and the results were
collated, analysed and used to draft a work
programme for the final two years of the
Project. A huge tranche of work involving
400,000 records in Argyll, Clyde Isles &
Kirkcudbright and relating to The Changing
Flora of Glasgow has just been given to
contractors. They will work closely with
Recorders to complete the task.

Meantime details of the Nationally Scarce
and Rare plant populations monitored during
the first six year cycle of SNH’s Site Condi-
tion Monitoring — along with their associate
species — have been digitised in a separate but
similar project. This data will be invaluable
for Rare Plant Registers.

Beyond the Computerisation Project

With the Computerisation Project nearing
completion, we are now looking for volunteers
to help with the ongoing computerisation of
new field records that are collected. A number

of Scottish BSBI Vice-County Recorders need
help to enter their plant records into comput-
ers. This aspect of Recorders’ work is becom-
ing increasingly important in order to make
plant records more widely available to conser-
vationists, botanists, land-managers and
researchers. Help is required in the following
vice-counties: Angus, Fife & Kinross, the
Lothians, Mid-Ebudes (Mull, Tiree & Coll)
and Peebles — amongst others.

Knowledge of the flora, and geography of
the Vice-county obviously helps enormously,
and that often comes with living in or near the
arca. Therefore an advert has been placed in
the Scottish Newsletter and on the BSBI
website. However botanists elsewhere in the
British Isles may be equally well-qualified and
interested. If so please see the advert on the
BSBI website.

Scottish Annual Meeting 2009 in Perth

Just a quick reminder that you will find a
warm welcome north of the border at the BSBI
Scottish Annual Meeting on Saturday 7
November 2009. The event is held in conjunc-
tion with the Botanical Society of Scotland,
and is always very lively and enjoyable. It will
be held at the Queen’s Hotel, Perth which is
very easy to get to being right beside the main
bus and railway stations. Put the date in your
diary now and watch out for the flier!

CONTRIBUTIONS INTENDED FOR
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1. Calamagrostis purpurea habitat, Dunachton 2. Calamagrostis scotica, Loch of Duran
Fen, Speyside (v.c.96). Photo J. Cadbury © 2008 (v.c.109). Photo M. Gurney © 2008
(see p. 28) (see p. 27)

3. Calamagrostis stricta Insh Marshes (v.c.96). 4. Calamagrostis stricta Broubster Leans
Photo J. Cadbury © 2008 (see p. 26) (v.c.109). Photo M. Gurney © 2008 (see p. 27)
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Alpine ferns site near Bridge of Orchy July 2005. Photo H. McHaffie © 2005 (see p. 8)




