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76 Book Notes

[Some members may recall that the new 4¢/as contains details, for alien (non-native) plants, of their
history, including dates of introductions into cultivation as well as first known record in the wild.
Both of the above books have been of use.

The Scottish book covers Vegetables and Herbs, Ornamental Plants, Fruit Trees and the Physic
garden, in separate chapters. The author knows of the work of Harvey, both concerning medieval
gardens and early nurserymen, and, where possible, ascribes ‘modern’ names to the species cited.
Much of the information comes from the primary sources such as estate records and gardener’s
inventories, which makes it particularly valuable. And of course the ‘Scottish’ gardener was for
many years de rigueur in England.

I was amused to note in the bibliographical chapter that George Don, the first finder of so many
native plants, a few of which have not been re-found, grew in his garden up to 2000 species, in a
disordered assemblage, including more than 100 grasses and 60 sedges. No wonder there was
scope for confusion!!

Charles Nelson’s magmum opus covers c¢.5300 garden plants that were raised in Ireland or
(more rarely) have Irish connections. A very large proportion are cultivars.

The information and scholarship are daunting. For each entry there are details on origin, date of
cultivation and literature references including illustrations. To my knowledge there is nothing
equivalent for Great Britain so the details on origins (for cultivars) or source (for species) are
especially useful. 1 suspect that not a few of the alien garden plants recorded are, in fact, cultivars,
and this book will help here.

Both have been of great assistance in trying to understand the origin of our garden flora with
the corollary of its influence on our ‘wild’ flora.]

Flora of Middlesex, a supplement to the Historical Flora of Middlesex. D.H. Kent. Pp. xxxii + 219,
Ray Society 2000, (ISBN 0903874 288).

Flora : An Hlustrated History of the Garden Flower. W B. Elliot. Pp. 336. Scriptum Cartago Publica-
tions. 2001. Price £45 (ISBN [-902686-14-4).

Loch Lonondside J. Mitchell. Pp. 232. Harpur Collins. 2001. Price Hbk £34.99 (ISBN 00-220146-1);
Pbk £19.99 (ISBN 00-220146-1). No. 88 in the New Naturalist Series.

Wild Orchids of Sussex D. Lang. Pp. 144. Pomegranate Press. 2001. Price (Pbk) £14.95 (ISBN
0-9533493-3-0).

The Sussex Rare Plant Register. M. Briggs (ed.) Pp. 126. Sussex Wildlife Trust. 2001. Price (Pbk,
spirobound) £10 (incl. p. & p.) (1SBN 1-898388-16-4).

The abcve notes, broadly speaking, cover the books sent to the Society (some to me, some to the BM,
some to Chris Preston and some to Gwynn!). In addition, 1 hear, entirely by chance, of others, and if
members would like me to mention anything, especially of a local nature, please send me details. For
instance each year I eagerly await the next issue of Botanical Cornwall, edited by Rose Murphy. It is
so good, and so worthy of a wider audience, with, this year, 72 pages of articles and plant records. It is
obtainable through Summerfield Books.

Ken Adams has been sending me offprints from the Essex Naturalist of the start of a series on Rare
and Scarce plants in Essex, with exemplary coverage. There must be many other examples of these (to
be at least listed in BSBI Absiracts the latest part of which is distributed with this issue of BSBI News)
but I'm happy to mention those I think are good.

County Rare Plant Registers continue to appear. Again, with only occasional exceptions, these are
not formally published, yet they are usually very interesting and very relevant to our members — if only
for the chance to update something. I know that drafts have been prepared for Radnor and Denbigh
and I have just seen what I think is the most clearly laid out yet to appear, from Staffordshire. Here,
John Hawksford, the vice-county recorder, has separated the categories into a Main list (of Nationally
Rare, Nationally Scarce and Locally Rare), a Supplementary list (of Locally Scarce and declining
species, Last Sightings of probably extinct natives and rare significant non-natives), and appendices (of
microspecies and last sightings of locally rare non-natives). 1 think this a model of segregating what is
of a national interest from what is of local interest. Incidentally, members may note the use of the term
‘non-native’. 1 always thought they were “aliens’, but the Atlas ‘team’ were surprised to be told in all
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seriousness, by OUP, DETR and English Nature that ‘alien’ had joined the legion of ‘taboo’ words
excised from our culture by our well-meaning, self-appointed, guardians.

Another really interesting source of books on plants for overseas visits has started to appear in the
Bulletin of the Alpine Garden Society. These are written by one of our members (Dr H.J.B. Binks),
but although 1 wrote to the AGS editor for permission to cite them I have not heard back in time. In
summary though, the March 2001 issue gives short accounts of books on Mt Rainier National Park and
Steens Mountain, both in western United States, an Italian local Flora of part of the Alps around
Chiavenna, a French book on Mediterranean mountain plants (covering the Canaries, Morocco,
Andalusia, S & E Spain, Caldbria, Sicily, Sardinia, Greece, Crete and Turkey) and three on SE Asia (on
Yunnan, NE China and Tibet).

The June 2001 issue covers 16 more! I do not have space, but to whet your appetite they include
books on the Russian Arctic (2), St Helena, W. North America (4), Cyprus endemics, Balearic
endemics, Corsican endemics and on Corsican vegetation (with line drawings of over 400 species
typical of the various vegetation types). All reviews give full details of publisher, price and ISBN, but I
would not know where to start to actually obtain most! Ask me if you want more details.

Finally [ would like to thank those who contacted me re Book Notes. I was impressed by the total
(35 to date) and my pleasure was only slightly dampened by the realisation that this was 1.25% of the
membership!

DaviD PEARMAN, The Old Rectory, Frome St Quintin, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 OHF

REVIEWS OF RECENT BSBI PUBLICATIONS (5)

The following reviews have come to my attention since the publication of the last list on pp. 51-52 of
BSBI News 85 in September 2000. The latest BSBI Handbook, Sea Beans and Nickor Nuts, has
attracted several comments in the press in both Britain and Ireland, and these are included here. I am
grateful to those who have supplied copies and shall be glad to receive any others known to members
(with full bibliographic references, please).

1. Plant Crib 1998 by T.C.G. Rich & A.C. Jermy (1998)

Kieler Notizen zur Pflanzenkunde in Schleswig-Holstein und Hamburg 27/28: 94 (2000) by Hauke
Drews (in German)

2. Sea Beans and Nickar Nuts by E. Charles Nelson (2000)

Bionieuws 15: 6 (30 Sept. 2000) (in Dutch)

British Wildlife 12(1): 72 (Oct. 2000) by Peter Marren (‘The latest, and certainly the most oddball yet,
of the BSBI’s series ..."; ‘excellent half-tone drawings and descriptions’; ‘Nelson’s eye for the
curious and his fluent style make this one of the most readable and interesting of botanical studies
of recent times ....")

Bulletin of the British Ecological Society 32(1): 41-42 (2001) (At last, a detailed book that gives the
answers’; ‘pithy chapters on history and folklore ..., cultivation and biological consequences ...";
‘Charles Nelson is to be congratulated and thanked .... Definitely the book to take with you on a
walk along the beach ....")

The Drifting Seed 6(3): 3 (Dec. 2000) by Dr C. R. Gunn (‘From cover to cover ... a pure joy to read’;
‘a stellar, reader-friendly book’; ‘brought to life by the excellent disseminule illustrations by Wendy
Walsh with a few supplementary adult plant illustrations by Alma Hathway’; ‘This book is a must
for your library. Congratulations and well done, Charles.”)

The Garden (Journal of the RHS) 125(9): 658 (Sept. 2000) (prominent notice headed ‘Seeds from
afar”)

The Irish Garden 9(10): 64 (Dec. 2000): ‘Christmas books’ (front cover reproduced; ‘Charles Nelson
always combines readability with scholarship, ...”; ‘Each species is discussed in detail, with beauti-
fully prepared illustrations by Wendy Walsh and Alma Hathway. All fascinating stuff.”)



78 Book Notes

The Irish Times (79 Sept. 2000): *Will you have beans with your nurdles?” — Michael Viney’s ‘Another

Life’ column (a substantial article; ‘a book that any serious beachcomber will prize’; ‘I am ... proud

. to see the only specimen of the box fruit ... so far recorded from a European shore ... because I
picked it up myself .... Wendy Walsh’s drawing is typical of her exquisite work for the book.’; this
is reproduced.) '

The Irish Times (9 Dec. 2000): Critics’” choice’ — ‘Natural world’ section by Michael Viney (‘both
folklore and science’; “a social and botanical history of the strange tropical drift-seeds that reach
our west coast (a must for beach-combers)’)

Kew Bulletin 56: 254-255 (2001) by Naomi Rumball (‘a very accessible reference book for any keen
botanist or beachcomber wishing to identify their finds ... a very enjoyable read ....")

Kovadha Kernow: The newsletter of the Environmental Records Centre for Cornwall and the Isles of
Scilly Issue 2: 14 (Spring 2001) by Stella Turk (short article, with reproduction of front cover;
report of new species for Europe, Fervillea cordifolia)

New Scientist No. 2301: 48—49 (28 July 2001: ‘Summer Special’); ‘Beach nuts’ by Gail Vines (‘What’s
beautifully bronzed, loves swimming and can be found lying around on beaches?": popularised
account drawn largely from a ‘unique new field guide Sea Beans and Nickar Nuts’)

Plant Lore Notes and News 64: 306 (Sept. 2000) by Roy Vickery (‘such seeds have attracted a good
deal of folklore, to which Nelson devotes a useful chapter, ...”; ‘Drift seeds can be difficult to
depict, but these illustrations are among the best available. This is just as well, as some of the
descriptions seem to be unhelpful.’; A peculiarity of the book (especially given its publishers) is the
failure to give the authors of plant-names.’)

Polarflokken 24(2): 220 (2000) by Dr Torbjern Alm (in Norwegian)

Porcupine (PMNHS Newsletter) No. 7: 10 (March 2001) by Frances Dipper {‘When this little book
arrived in the post one morning, [ was going to put it aside to look at later .... T was still reading it
at lunchtime.” ‘Definitely one to buy.’)

Texelse Courant (5 Dec. 2000) (in Dutch)

The Times (17 Feb. 2001). ‘Rapture on the lonely shore’ by Angus Clarke (a review of coastal field
guides etc., ending with a brief account of this book, ‘a genially eccentric and erudite handbook’)
Troww (13 Jan. 2001), p. 33: ‘Tropische zaden op het Nederlandse strand’ by Henk van Halm, in
‘Natuur deze week’ (half-page article in Dutch, with five photos of drift-seeds, references to

relevant literature, and full bibliographical details of Sea Beans and Nickar Nuts at the end)

The Wildflower Magazine No. 450: 34 (Spring 2001) by David McClintock (brief note; ‘for botanical
beachcombing ... fascinating’; ‘The job is very well done.”)

Wild Ireland 1(3): 60 (Nov.~Dec. 2000) (front cover reproduced in colour; ‘A fascinating book which
should not be overlooked, as it will offer the reader insights into far more than just the subject

. matter itself.”)

Willdenowia 30: 409410 (2000) by Ralf Hand (in German)

Het Zeepaard 60(6). 357-360 (Nov. 2000): separate reviews by Gerhard C. Cadée and Gerard
Heerebout (in Dutch)

PuiLip OswaLp, Editor of BSBI Handbooks, 33 Panton Street, Cambridge CB2 1HL

THE FLORA OF DORSET

The Review of this Flora in Watsonia 23(4): 594-595 (August 2001), perhaps because of space limita-
tions, does not to my mind do justice to all the virtues of this splendid Flora, and I planned to write this
note before learning of the sudden death of its author, Humphry Bowen.

The introductory chapters go beyond what is expected, not only in covering Archeobotany, but
Forestry, Agriculture, and Dorset Gardens and their part in plant introduction down the centuries.
There is a beautiful selection of photographs of Dorset’s habitats and special plants. The Flora covers
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not only the ‘higher’ plants, and Liverworts, Mosses and Lichens, but also Fungi and Algae, unlike
most other Floras.

Nor is the main text just a list of plants’ habitats, frequency, localities and herbaria specimens.
From time to time there are references to poems, folk-lore, tree sizes, insect food-plants, medicinal and
other uses, and, reminding us of the author’s background, the chemical constituents of poisons and
odours. Albinos, ignored in some Floras, are also included.

Yes there are errata and shortcomings: almost inevitable in a book of this size and detail. I agree
with the Reviewer that the designation of Tetrads by letter, though space-saving, is not as helpful as the
use of four numerals, e.g., 98N takes longer to locate than 9486. It would also, as another reviewer
has written, be more helpful to a wider public to have English plant names as well or instead of Latin
names in the introductory chapters of any Flora.

But this Flora is a magnum opus — the culmination of Humphry Bowen’s forty years as vice-
county Recorder, and the fruit of hours and hours of recording by others too, but much by him. It is
good that he lived long enough to be thanked for it.

EpwaRD PrattT, 7 Bay Close, Swanage, Dorset BH19 1RE

AN ATLAS OF THE VASCULAR PLANTS OF HEREFORDSHIRE

1 wish to state, as County Recorder for v.c. 36 (Herefordshire) that T can take no responsibility for the
veracity of the records in the recently published Atlas of the vascular plants of Herefordshire. 1 have
not been consulted at any stage over the production of this publication.

STEPHANIE THOMSON, Hall Pool, Marden, Hereford HR1 3EN

CATALOGUE OF HIERACIUM AND PILOSELLA SPECIMENS FROM THE
BRITISH ISLES IN THE WELSH NATIONAL HERBARIUM (NMW),
NATIONAL MUSEUM & GALLERY CARDIFF

The catalogue of the 5655 Hieracium and 506 Pilosella specimens from the British Isles held in
National Museum and Gallery, Cardiff (NMW) is now published (Hand ef a/. 2001). It includes the
bulk of the W.A. Shoolbred collection with many specimens also from H.J..Riddelsdell, A. Ley, and
E.S. Marshall, as well as one of the only two complete sets of Hieracium Section Alpina courtesy of
D. Tennant. There are records from V.cc. 1, 3-9, 11-14, 16-25, 27, 28, 32-60; 62-67, 69, 70, 72, 73,
77, 79, 80, 83, 85, 87-92, 94-99, 104-112, H1, H2, H9, H16, H20, H21, H28, and H38-H40. The
collections have been extensively revised and checked by David McCosh.

The catalogue is available from me at the address below, price £10 for paper copy (cheque payable
to National Museum of Wales), or free as an Excel spreadsheet by e-mail (timothy.rich@nmgw.ac.uk)
or 3% inch disk (please send disk). Any botanists wanting to visit the collections, are of course, very
welcome,

Reference

Hanp, S.0., McCosH, D., Hurcumson, G., Twprr, A.D., GrirritHs, M., SLape, D. & Ric, T.C.G.
(2001). Catalogue of Hieracium specimens from the British Isles in the Welsh National Herbarium
(NMW), National Museum & Gallery Cardiff. National Museums & Galleries of Wales, Cardiff.

Tim Rich, BioSyB, National Museum & Gallery, Cardiff CF10 3NP




30 Obituary Notes / Advertisement

OBITUARY NOTES

Sadly we report the loss of four botanists well-known to BSBI members: Prof. W.T. Stearn D.Sc.,
Sc.D., had been a member of the Society since 1954 and he was a familiar figure at botanical meetmgs
and gathermgs He was on the Maps Committee, which steered the production of Atlas of the British
Flora (1962) and which preceded the Records Committee; William Stearn was also for many years the
BSBI A/lium Referee.

Derek Wells joined the Society in 1962 and was very much involved with BSBI recording, Records
Committee, conferences for recorders and recording for conservation. He was Chairman of the BSBI’s
Monitoring Scheme Committee and his project to identify in each vice-county the plants with three or
fewer records at that time pioneered the highlighting of the plants which are now scarce in Britain, and
this is still used a a basis for selecting taxa for County Rare Plant Registers.

As we go to press we have heard of two further deaths: Humphry J.M. Bowen D.Phil., a member
since 1952, will be particularly remembered as Secretary of the Meetings Committee for some years,
and for his two County Floras: The Flora of Berkshire (1968) and The Flora of Dorset (2000). He will
be sadly missed by many botanical friends.

Dr Andrew Malloch of Lancaster, a member since 1963, was joint editor with our President, of
Wild Flowers and their habitats in Britain and Northern Europe (1981), a very useful introduction for
field botanists and students. Andrew was very involved in the National Vegetation Classification
Survey, and gave vegetation ecology papers at some BSBI conferences.

BSBI was represented at the funerals and there will be Obituaries in Watsonia.

MaRry Brices, Obituaries Editor, Watsonia

x&Kings

FOURPD IN GSF

THE NATURAL WORLD

Cox & Kings is delighted to introduce The Natural World 2002 brochure,
This brochure features an exciting mixture of Wildflower, Botany, Natural History and
Garden tours as well as Walking and Photography tours.

New destinations include La Gomera, Brazil’s Chapada Diamantina, Turkey and
Gargano in Italy, as well as some of our favourites like South Africa, Wengen and Slovenia,

Prices from £745 for a 7 night tour of Majorca

To order a brochure call, Quoting Ref: BSBI0901

01233 211 400

wmv.coxandkings co.uk
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GUIDE TO CONTRIBUTORS TO BSBI NEWS

PAPERS

The success of a journal like BSBI News depends on the editor receiving many relatively short contribu-
tions of topical interest. There must be lots of members who have something interesting, informative or
just plain amusing that they would like to share with others and this journal is meant to be the place for
the ‘ordinary’ member to express her or his opinions. So please do continue to send in your notes or
letters and I will do my best to publish them. I am prepared to accept copy in any form but it is so much
easier for me if this can be sent typed or printed. The following recommendations will, if followed,
make the editor’s job that much easier.

1. Keep it short! Preferably to less than two pages of finished print. Longer articles can be accepted
but it may be more difficult to fit them in quickly. As you will see by looking through any issue,
many contributions are half a page or less.

2. Tt is nice to have typed copy but if you don’t have access to a typewriter or computer, just write it
out making sure that your handwriting is legible, especially for names of persons, places and other
words which cannot easily be checked.

3. Computer produced copy is may be sent as a printed page, on disc, or by e-mail.

4. When typing or printing, please use double (or 1% ) line spacing and use a new ribbon which gives
a dark image, especially if using a dot-matrix printer.

5. To make it easier to scan accurately, any corrections to a typed or printed page are best confined to
the margins using a pale-blue pencil, but do ensure that the instructions are clear. If necessary, send
two copies, one with, the other without corrections.

6. Where emphasis is required, mark the words to be in italic, bold or underlined fonts in the normal
way or print them using the correct fonts. There is no need to put Latin names in italics but it would
be a help.

7. Latin names must conform to Stace’s New Flora of the British Isles, Kent’s List of Vascular Plants
of the British Isles, Clement & Foster’s Alien Plants of the British Isles or Ryves, Clement &
Foster’s Alien Grasses of the British Isles. No authorities are needed for names in these books but
if the taxon is not included in any of the above then an authority should be given.

8. English names must also conform to Dony et al. English Names of Wild Flowers, Stace, Clement &
Foster or Ryves, Clement & Foster and if available must be given when a species is first mentioned
in the text except sometimes in long lists of species.

9. Titles of papers and author’s names are always in CAPYTALS.

10. Keep formatting to a minimum,

PLEASE NOTE: to save postage, contributions will not be acknowledged when first received, unless
accompanied by an S.A.E.

All contributors will receive, if time allows, a proof for checking, so that you will be able to see what
your note looks like before it is printed and will have the opportunity to alter anything at that stage.
Any contributions received, which appear to be more suitable for inclusion in Watsonia as a ‘Short
Note’ will be passed on to the editor of that journal.

Suitable illustrations accompanying notes, in the form of line drawings (see below), black and white or
colour negatives, prints or slides are also welcomed.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

The following notes, written by my predecessor, the late Edgar D. Wiggins, are reprinted almost word-
for-word from BSBI News 25: 31 (Sept. 1980). They are as valid today as they were then and should be
read by all aspiring artists. Note in particular the comments on size — please draw at least at A4 size
so that the printer can reduce them, and on scale bars — please do not give magnifications.

BSBI News has more than once been complimented on the excellence of the line drawings, usually
of alien plants, which appear in its pages. For these we have to thank the small band of talented artists
who freely make their expertise available to us. Nor should we forget our printers who ensure that
these illustrations reach the printed page exactly as they left the artist’s drawing board.

We set great store by these illustrations as they are often the only extant representation of the
species in question, and for this reason are fully protected by copyright.

Regrettably we do receive some drawings, no less meticulously executed, which are unsuitable for
reproduction because of technicalities despite all the skill the printer can bring to bear on them.

For the benefit of the many aspiring young artists we know we have amongst our members, we
append what we hope will be some helpful notes for their guidance.

First of all, proportions. The print area of a page of BSBI News is 18.5 cm. x 12.5 cm. giving a
proportion of height to width of roughly 3 to 2, and to make the best use of the space available
drawings should conform generally to these proportions, whatever their actual size. Next, size; as large
as possible within reason. Not only is it much easier for the printer to reduce than enlarge, but any
blemishes are correspondingly reduced, not magnified. Evenness of line is important; not that all lines
in a drawing should be of equal thickness or density, that way a drawing looks stodgy or lifeless. But
too great a contrast between thick and thin can cause difficulties. Extremely fine lines, which become
finer still on reduction, can almost disappear in the final printing.

Scale is best shown by a line marked in millimetres or centimetres, thus |__1 cm | close to the
drawing. If several drawings at different scales are shown, a scale bar for each is needed. Then
whatever reduction the printer has to use, the scale is reduced correspondingly. Do net use the notation
x 1, x 2, etc. This may be correct on the artist’s original but if the printer reduces it to, say, 3/5 of its
size what magnification does that then become?

Labelling is most satisfactory if the separate drawings on a page (showing for example, floral
organs) are indicated by identifying letters, these being explained either on the back of the drawing itself
or on an accompanying sheet.

Lest any budding illustrator is put off by the excellence of some of the drawings already published,
let it be said that any drawing is welcome and if it is of an alien, so much the better. If not suitable for
reproduction it will be returned together with a letter explaining why it was not acceptable.

To convey as much information as possible about a species, an illustration should include a whole
plant drawing to show habit and such anatomical and/or floral details as are helpful in identification.

It should be stressed that the Editor does not consider himself competent to pass judgement on
botanical accuracy, the responsibility for which must rest with the artist.

Gwynn Ellis (editor BSB! News), 41 Marlborough Road, Roath, Cardiff CF23 5BU. Tel & Fax: 029
2049 6042. E-mail: bsbihgs@aol.com

The Editor Gwynn Ellis can be contacted by phone or fax on 029-2049-6042 or
E-mail: bsbihgs@aol.com
All text and illustrations appearing in BSBI News and its Supplements are copyright and no
reproduction in any form may be made without written permission from the Editor.
Offers and special terms apply only to members of the Society and copies are not available on an
exchange basis.

BSBI News (ISSN 0309-930X) is published by the Botanical Society of the British Isles.
Enquiries concerning the Society’s activities and membership should be addressed to: The Hon.
General Secretary, c/o Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London

SW7 5BD. Tel: 01719388701
Camera ready copy produced by Gwynn Ellis and printed by J. & P. Davison, 3 James Place,
Treforest, Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan CF37 2BT (Tel. 01443-400585)
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