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Introduction

This document presents, in summagyrativeform, extractsfrom a
provisional edition of a County Botanical Site Register (CBSR) for
the Vicecounty of Berwickshire V@1. The CBSR has beajiven
limited circulation as part of a national initiative by BSBI to
disseminate key plant data for conservation purpogesondensed
style of writing was adopteith the narrativeso that it could be used
to supplement the veryethiled tablesand lists of species in the
CBSR It may be helpful to give the background to pineject

The concept of a County Rare Plant Register (CRPR) has been
widely accepted and a sizable minority of vamunties now have

one. All known populabns of rare or scarce species are listed by
species. A printed CRPR is very useful to Vamunty Recorders

and other active recorders but rather less so for conservation as so
many queries are sielated rather than speciedated. So the next
stepis to supplement the CRPR with an Excel table of the data. This
can be used in various ways. The table itself can be sorted by site as
well as by species but the table can also be linked to Google Earth so
that markers for all populations of rare or seaspecies at a site are
displayed against an air photograph. That makes the CRPR a more
accessible resource, especially if the user supplements what is seen
on the computer screen with the relevant species accounts in a
printed version.

Such a project si enough for many of us BSBI Via®unty
Recorders for the present, but | have had a CRPR for a few years,
have started a new cycle of recording in Berwickshire and have felt
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myself shortchanged. What | need before | revisit a site of known
botanical inerest is a table of what | should be looking out for, so |
can rerecord the rare or scarce species populations in as much detail
as before, or in greater detail. So each year | have decided which
hectads (10km squares) to resurvey in the coming seasohasad
prepared the tables | need for each site. The tables for each hectad
have been updated at the end of the recording season. | have
developed a system to do this and have liked the result, refining the
concept by stages. Although the resurvey wdg arittle over half
complete at the end of 2010, | felt a need to push through the project
to completion on a provisional basis while | had momentum and the
provisional CBSR is the result.

| added various extrago the basic tablesncluding the hectad
descriptions presented here. | am making thesstad descriptions
available orthe BSBI website in the hope that they are of interest to
a wider audience than the very limited one targetted by the detailed
CBSR. Berwickshire is in need of a new genevatbdf field botanists

and | would much welcome contact frahosewho might join in our
work.

Although | retain the copyright of the textwlelcomenot-for-profit

use of this resourcen paperor electronically for conservation and
research purposeard more generallyas long as its source is
acknowledged as

OA botanicaltour of Berwickshire ™M E Br ait hwai t e,

Michael Braithwaite

March 2011



Overview of the
Botanical Interest of
Berwickshire

The botanical tour 6Berwickshire is made up of a serieshactad
descriptionsthat give very detailed accounts of the scarcer species
present in the viceounty but there is only modest landscapale
description of the countrysideThe hectad descriptions wengitten

as a commentary om site register of the localite of individual
species and theobjectiveswere limited accordingly | do not seek

to expand on them here as this is not intended to be a full Flora of
Berwickshire. Nevertheless a few words by way ai averview
seem desirable.

Berwickshire is not a county with a rich flora by national or
international criteria. But it has much countryside that a botanist can
find it rewarding to visit and | would argue that it is an excellent
study area for those damg to sample the issues faced by our British
flora in the face of mands depr e

Berwickshire is situated approximately in the centre of Britain in a
northto-south direction, and so escapes the bias implicit in studies of
botanicallyrich countes in the south of England and in the highlands
of Scotland. Moreover it has a good range of broad habitats. The
well-represented habitats are arable land; the aquatic and riparian
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communities of rivers, ponds and reservoirs; sea cliffs and sea braes;
improved, neutral and acgrasslandmoorland; the ruderal habitats

of villages and small towns, roads and railways; the wetland
communities of bogs, mires, flushes and wet grassland; and, finally,
both broadleaved and conifer woodland. The only unelgesented
habitats are typical Scottish lochs; saltmarsh and sand dunes;
calcareous grassland; the ruderal habitats of cities; and montane
communities; though all these have some representation. Some
habitats are in such dire condition today in relatiotheonative flora

that they could be thought of as undepresented, but that is where
the excellent historical record comes in. The weélionicled history

of change is a most val uabl e ¢
Study of this history is esseatiif the present day habitats, with their
often surprising miscellany of species, are to be understood. The dire
state of some habitats is not peculiar to Berwickshire. For that
reason the historical records wegéven prominence in the site
accounts othe site register, though their prominence is more limited
in the hectad descriptions presented here

In some habitats, particularly the riversides, neophytes now make up
a significant element in the flora. Only a handful of species are
involved in ths change and they have been noted in the hectad
descriptions. These prominent neophytes are not necessarily the
most intrusive neophytes, indeed some of them, suSitraphularia
umbrosa and Symphytum tuberosymare often thought of as
relatively scarcenative species. The most intrusive species have
been singled out for individual mention in the site accounts. Their
adverse significance varies a good deal in from site to site. Thus the
increasingly populaRosa rugosas seen as a problem specieshat
coast where it selfeeds into sand, but it is not yet a problem inland
as it does not seem to sefed when planted in hedges.

The most notable botanical features of Berwickshire are its rocky
coastline most famous for St Abbs Head, the river Tweadl its
tributaries, the grouse moors of the Lammermuirs, a marvellous
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raised bog at Dogden Moss with its accompanying glacial kaims (or
eskers), the sadly declining wet woodland at Gordon Moss,
oakwoods at Abbey St Bathans and Gaitheugh and, for the
discening, the skeletal grasslands on the outcrops of the intrusive
rocks of the Kelso Traps.

At species level the most notable for me afielianthemum
nummulariumas the county flower for its abundance on a variety of
rock formations,Astragalus danicudor its abundance at St Abbs
Head,Potamogeton x bottniciendRanunculus x kelchoensas two
specialist components of the rich aquatic flora of the river Tweed,
Sedum villosumas the highlight of moderately acidic flush
communities in the Lammermuirgrichophorum cespitosum subsp.
cespitosumat Dogden MossCorallorhiza trifida at Gordon Moss,
Sorbus rupicolaand Convallaria majalisat Gaitheugh an®ianthus
deltoidesas the declining talisman of the grasslands on the Kelso
traps now only impressive at Hdreugh Craigs.

Some excellent botanical features deserve wider recognition,
including statutory protection. Hareheugh Craigs has already been
mentioned, but | also wish to draw attention to Longmuir Moss with
its fen and raised bog, Lumsdaine Dean and/Bw Moss with their
mosaic of grassland and wetland communities, Cromwells with its
wood pasture that is home @repis mollis the Wheel Burn as the
premier example of the baseh flush communities in the
Lammermuirs and a series of flush communitiresiells Cleugh and
adjacent cleughs set in some of the better managed moorland. If
arable weeds are thought of as a conservation priority, attention
could be directed at the abundance Gdleopsis speciosin the
Gordon area, sometimes with a diversityramariaspecies.
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Summary maps

Sites of Botanical Interest
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[The maps in this section have ben prepared using DMAP © Dr Alan Morton]

The map of sites of botanical interest gives a flattering impression of
the extentof good habitat. This is an effect of the 1km recording
scale. If even a small corner of a site falls in a monad it is coloured
with the grade of the site as a whole.
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Nevertheless the main areas of botanical interest stand out clearly.
From east to w&t these are: the whole of the coastal strip with
adjacent inland habitat at Lumsdaine Dean NT86 and Pease Dean
NT76, the oakwoods at Abbey St Bathans NT76, the wetland
complex around Hells Cleugh near Duns NT75, Killmade Burn
NT66, the grasslands of they® Water NT55, Dogden Moss,
Fangrist Burn and Greenlaw Dean NT64, Hareheugh Craigs NT63
and NT64, Cromwells, Wheel Burn and the Blythe Water NT54 and
NT55, the juniper andedum villosunilushes of the hill burns in
NT55, Gledswood and Gaitheugh NT53, Langr Moss NT45.

The river corridors also stand out, but their botanical interest is rather
dispersed, with notable examples at Fishwick Mains on the Tweed
NT94 and Tibbie Fowlerds Glen or

Rare or Scarce Species Diversity 1987-2010
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The map of rare or scarce species divergives a good perspective

on the paucity of speciggh botanical habitat in Berwickshire.
Nevertheless criteria that dismiss species of high conservation
interest soley because they are not scarce is bound to lead to
contradictions. Compared to the pnaf sites of botanical interest the
river corridors score higher as do the grasslands on the Kelso Traps
in NT63 and NT64, but the preeminence of the coastal strip is even
more strongly emphasised.
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This map is fundamental to an understanding of thédtions ofthe

data Eleven hectads have been extensively resurveyed in the last
four years, while twelve have only been resurveyed since 1999 for a
limited number of target species and sites.

13



Hectad Descriptions

NT44 Whitlaw

(Systematic sample survey 1997, further samples
to 2009)

Hectad Description

Overview

Only 10% of the hectad NT44 is in Berwickshire. It lies between
236m near Whitlaw and 378m at Lauder Common. It lies on acid
Silurian rocks and the vegetation ngorland at Lauder Common
and grassland with small blocks of forestry at Whitlaw. Three small
burns converge at Whitlaw farm. The B6362 crosses Lauder
Common.

Sites with at least moderately GR - NT
good habitat
Lauder Common 4845, 4945, 4946

Habitats

The heather moorland at Lauder Common is managed for grazing
and is less frequently burnt than the grouse moors of the
Lammermuirs. This has allowed modest patcheSmtiagnunto
survive with small colonies obrosera rotundifolia Narthecium
ossifragumand Vaccinium oxycoccus Euphrasia micranthaand
Viola lutea occur where grass and heather meet. Flushes support
Equisetum sylvaticurmndParnassia palustris
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The burnsides above Whitlaw have patches of botanical interest
with Viola luteaand a reasonabldiversity of grassland and wetland
axiophytes together with a few woodland species near the farm.

The sides of the B6362 ha@pergularia marinaand other roadside
halophytes are likely to have colonised in recent years.

NT45 Oxton

(Systematic samplesurvey 1997 further samples
to 2009

Hectad Description

Overview

45% of the hectad NT45 is in Berwickshire. It lies between 207m
near Oxton and 468m at Hartside Hill. There is a small area around
Oxton with productive farmland on the Old Red Sandstmkfrom

here the Leader Water can be followed to its source at Longmuir
Moss. The rest is hill land which lies on acid Silurian rocks. There
is improved and semimproved grassland with wind farms at Dun
Law and Carfrae Common. Part of the large arfeeonifer forestry

on Hartside Hill is now being cleared for a further wind farm. The
main areas of moorland are on Clints Hill and at Headshaw Heugh.

The track of the former Lauder Light Railway runs from Oxton to

Threeburnford with associated old quesrat Airhouse Wood. The
A68 trunk road crosses the hectad.
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