
















































often to a distant quarry or rosd 'bay', and then later used for 
'infill' yet elsewhere. It is some such process that has spread 
Brassica nigra (Black Mustard) far from its 'original' (1950's) 
restriction to Aberdaron, to, for example, quarries by Mynydd Rhiw 
(SH/22) in 1977 and Mynydd Cefnamwlch (SH/23) in 1974, and this year 
(1985) to a farm pond infill at Ty Hen (SH/13). 

This year too saw three new sites for Artemisia verlotiorum (Chinese 
Mugwort) all within 2-3 miles of the first Lleyn record (1960) north of 
Abersoch, apparently with transported soil and ss garden outcasts. 
They show a remarkable cluster of sites for this alien otherwise mainly 
recorded from S.E. England. I suspect that dispersal by some such 
means to quite new localities, often st some distance, is often much 
underestimated by recorders. Here in Lleyn with observations over 30 
years, positive evidence has been possible. 

I am much indebted to Dr Philip Smith, Dr R.M. Harley, Mr M.J. 
Wilkinson and Mr T.C.G. Rich for identifications and help with critical 
genera, and for information, to Dr J. Rodwell and R.S.R. Fitter. All 
records are my own unless indicated otherwise. 
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ARUN MACULATUM L. IN FLINTSHlRE 

P. Hanaes 

~ .. culatu. L. (Pidyn y Gog; Lords-and-ladies) is a widely 
distributed species in Flints. vc. 51. In fact, out of a possible 178 
tetrads. there are only 52 recorded absences for the county (G. Wynne 
pers. comm.). Apart from A. A. Oallman's writings (1883-1963), little 
is known about the local distribution of A. maculatu. in Flints. 

OVer the past five years, I have recorded the distribution of discrete 
populations of A. aaculatu. within the 1 km grid squares of the 
nationfll grid. These records. are listed below and while only 
preliminary, they clearly show that A. maculabum is of common 
occurrence in this area. Each record includes details of locality, 
habitat and six-figure grid reference. 

Lords-and-ladies is a plant of diverse habitats. Broadly speaking, it 
occupies three types of habitat within Flintshire: 
(a) deciduous woodlands on base-rich soils, (b) shady hedgerows, and 
(c) roadside verges and banks. The type of habitat is indicated by the 
following letters: W= woodland, H= hedgerow, and R= roadside. 

DISCRl!;TE POPULATIONS OF ARUN MACULATUM L. IN FLINTS. VC. 51 

(1) Mold Road (B5126): GR33/281.687 (H). 
(2) Connab's Quay: GR33/288.671 (W). 
(3) Morley Ave., Connab's Quay: GR33/294.688 (H). 
(4) Connab's Quay: GR33/287.686 (W). 
(5) Higher Shotto~: GR33/295.677 (W). 
(6) Hawarden Park: GR33/316.655 (W). 
(7) Buckley: GR33/278.626 (H). 
(8) Padeswood Road: GR33/276.626 (H). 
(9) Padeswood: GR33/277.616 (W). 
(10) Padeswood: GR33/277.617 (H). 
(11) Mynydd Isa: GR33/251.637 (W). 
(12) Coed Uchaf: GR33/233.681 (W). 
(13)· Odol Uchaf: GR33/142.713 (W). 
(14) Kelsterbon Lane, Kelsterton: GR33/276.702 (W). 
(15) Kelsterton Lane, Kelsterton: GR33/276.705 (R). 
(16) Kelsterton: GR33/279.708 (w). 
(17) Stag's Head Lane, Higher Shotton: GR33/303.679 (H). 
(18) Quarry Lane, Connab's Quay: GR33/295.689 (H). 
(19) Wepre Wood, Connab's Quay: GR33/289.683 (W). 
(20) Wepre Wood, Connah's Quay: GR33/291.679 (W). 
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(21) Connah's Quay: GR33/284.685(W) 
(22) Golftyn Lane, Golftyn: GR33/282.699 (H). 
(23) Killings Lane, Higher Shotton: GR33/301.683 (H) (R). 
(24) Waen Wood: GR33/245.616 (H) (R). 
(25) 85444: GR33/256.620 (H) (R) 
(26) Loggerheads: GR33/196.625 (H) (R). 
(27) Buckley: GR33/272.631 (W). 
(28) Ewloe: GR33/308.665 (H) (R). 
(29) Rhua1lt: GR33/081.752 (H) (R). 
(30) Gerddiduon: GR33/221.659 (H). 
(31) Buck1ey: GR33/281.627 (W). 
(32) Hope: GR33/307.581 (H). 
(33) Northop: GR33/243.678 (R). 
(34) Higher Shotton: GR33/304.678 (H). 
(35) Connah's Quay: GR33/301.689 (R). 

THE FLORA OF CKRKDIGION CHURCHYARDS (VC. 46) 

A.O. Chater 

A survey of all the churchyards and some of the church cemeteries in 
vc. 46 (Cardiganshire, or the Ceredigian District of Dyfed) was begun 
in 1976 and was'later subsumed in the BSBI/RSNC churchyard survey. I 
have published some comments on this Ceredigion survey as part of more 
general articles on churchyards and their conservation (Life in the 
graveyard, Natural World 6: 17-19 (1982); God's acre, the conservation 
of consecrated vegetation, Churchscape 3: 21-27 (1984»), but it would 
seem useful to give here some more detailed floristic results of the 
survey. 

A hundred churchyards were surveyed, although five of them are omitted 
from some of the statistics as I have never found them uncut for long 
enough in summer to make a thorough survey possible. In size they vary 
from less than 0.2 acres to 3.7 scres (St. Peter's, Lampeter, SN/ 
575483) and 5.3 acres (Plas Crug cemetery, Aberystwyth, SN/591813); the 
old and new parts of Llanbadarn Fawr churchyard, SN/599811. 2.3 and 2 
acres respectively. were treated as separate. The average size is 
exactly 1 acre. They are distributed fairly evenly over the county, 
except in the uplands, and vary in altitude from less than 5m.a.s.l. 
(Llanina, SN/405598 and st Mary's, Cardigan, SN 181460) to 300m. 
(Llantrisant, SN/727750). The rocks of Ceredigion are Silurian and 
Ordovician and the soils are generally rather acidic, although many 
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churchyards, especially in the south-west, are on slightly calcareous 
clays. Some 60 of the churchyards are of medieval origin, but most of 
these have integral nineteenth or twentieth century extensions. The 
majority of the remaining churchyards are Victorian in origin. Only 
ten churchyards are urban, and at lesst half the rest are rural rather 
than embedded to a greater or lesser extent in villages. Solely 
because of limited time, the 200 or more chapel grsveyards were omitted 
from the survey, although there is evidence that they are generally of 
even greater floristic and ecological interest thsn the churchyards. 

Methods. 

All native and naturalised higher plants in each churchyard were 
recorded on standard field record carda (BRC RP6). A sketch map 
showing the main features, including paths, areas occupied by 
gravestones, trees, position of quadrats, use of adjacent land, etc., 
was marked with indications of the extent of various major plant 
communities and the location of species of particular interest. An 
average of 3 or 4 quadrats, each lm square, were recorded on a Domin 
frequency scale, the quadrats, being chosen from representative or 
particulary interesting areas of grassland within each churchyard; this 
was a convenient way of recording and assessing the ecological interest 
of the communities. Extensive notes on the topography, vegetation and 
management, measurements of major trees, historical references, etc., 
completed the survey. Visits were made at several different times of 
year, and care was taken to visit each churchyard as late as possible 
before. the main early summer cutting. (Apart from its intrinsic 
inter'st, documentation of this sort should help in moni toring change or 
stability in the vegetation of each churchyard in the future, and this 
should help in attempts at conservation and advising on management). 

Special numbers. 

The average number os species in the 95 completed churchyard surveys 
was 89, the minimum being 45 in the 0.3 acre St. Mary's, Aberystwyth, 
SN/583815, and the maximum 151 in the second largest, the 3.7 acre St. 
Peter's, Lampeter, SN/575483. Although there is a general tendency for 
the larger churchyards to be the richer, many small ones are among the 
richest. Henllan, SN/354402, 0.5 acre, has 124 species, and Penbryn, 
SN/29452l, 0.75 acre, has 114. Such densities of species are unusual 
in any sites of such a size in Ceredigion, and already indicate that 
the churchyards are disproportionately rich in higher plants. 

Ecological interest. 

About a third of all the churchyards were judged, on the basis of the 
quadrat data, to contain semi-natural grassland of significant local 
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interest. Such grassland can be loosely defined as a community, stable 
under the management regime of the churchyard, belonging to one of the 
characteristic vegetation types of the district. Most of the 
churchyards were enclosed before modern agricultural practices depleted 
the species richness and altered the nature of most of our grasslands. 
Many that were enclosed from permanent' pastures or hay meadows (and 
this applies especially to those enclosed in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries) are still at least in part undisturbed by burials, 
and have been cut more or less regularly ever since and have not been 
ploughed or treated with lime or other chemicsls, and have mostly not 
even been grazed. For these reasons they are among the best-preserved 
relics of semi-natural grassland that we have. The medieval 
churchyards, or parts of churchyards, have been repeatedly dug over for 
burials, both disturbing and enriching the soil, and although they may 
be rich in species they are unlikely to represent relics of medieval 
grassland. What effect any change of management from grazing to 
cutting, once the land was converted into a churchyard, will have had 
on the grassland is uncertain. In many churchyards the vegetation is, 
surprisingly, more similar to unimproved, continuously grazed grassland 
than to our few remaining hay meadows. It seems probable that grazing 
has been uncommon in Ceredigion churchyards, at least for most of the 
present century. It was actually prohibited for some decades, but is 
now allowed again and is being used as successful form of management in 
several churchyards, notably Eglwys Newydd, SN/768737, and 
Llanychaiarn, SN/585768. 

Outstanding examples of rich grassland communities occur at St. 
Peter's, Lampeter, SN/575483, where one area has calcareous grassland 
dominated by Briza media (Quaking-grass) and Anthoxanthum odoratum 
(Sweet Vernal-grass), with abundant Brachypodium pinnatum (Tor-grass) 
and Festuca rubra (Red Fescue), as well as such species as Trisetum 
flavescens (Yellow Oat-grass), Leontodon hispidus (Rough Hawkbit), 
Leucanthemum vulgare (Oxeye Daisy) and Ranunculus bulbosus (Bulbous 
Buttercup). Such a strongly calcicolous community is unrepresented 
elsewhere in Ceredigion. This area is just south of the present 
Vicorian church, around the site of the medieval church, so whether it 
is a relic community or has developed there for some other reason 
remains uncertain. At Gartheli, SN/586567, the 1890 extension to the 
north of the church, still mostly unoccupied by graves, is occupied by 
a neutral grassland dominated by Danthonia decumbens (Heath-grass), 
Anthoxanthum odoratum, Agrostis tenuis (Common Bent) and Festuca rubra, 
with abundant Carex caryophyllea (Spring Sedge), Leontodon hispidus and 
Leucanthemum vulgare. At Gwenlli, SN/392535, enclosed in 1895, the 
north-west part has a similarly rich grassland, again dominated by 
Danthonia, Anthoxanthum and Agrostis tenuis, with abundant Lathyrus 
montanus (Bitter-vetch), Leontodon hispidus and Linum catharticum 
(Fairy Flax) .and such species as Knautia arvensis (Field Scabious), 
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Listera ovata (Common Twayblade), Dactylorhiza fUchsii (Common 
Spotted-orchid), D. maculata (Heath Spotted-orchid) and Orchis mascula 
(Early-purple Orchid). It is neutral grassland, rich in species with 
often 20-25 species per lm square, that is the most conspicuous and 
frequent community of interest in Ceredigian churchyards. Many have 
more acidic grassland, such as Llangybi, SN/609532, where one area is 
dominated by Festuca rubra. Anthoxanthum and Galium saxatile. and some, 
such as the upland churchyards of Gwnnws, SN/685695, and Llantrisant, 
SN/727750, have areas of heath with Vaccinium myrti1lus (Bilberry), 
Cal1una vulgaris (Heather) and Festuca ovina (Sheep' s--fescue). 

Churchyards enclosed from woodland, such as Eglwys Newydd, SN/768737, 
and Blaenpennal, SN/625639, have conspicuous relic populations of 
Hyacinthoides non-scriptus (Bluebell), Conopodium majus (Pignut) and 
Ajuga reptans (Bugle). Some churchyards, such as L1andre, SN/623869, 
and Si1ian, SN/5725l3. contain substantial areas of woodland. Few 
contain any sort of wetland. and the small area of marsh at the bottom 
of Brongwyn churchyard, SN/287437. dominated by Filipendu1a u1maria 
(Meadowsweet) and with Oenanth~ crocata (Hemlock Water-dropwort) and 
Angelica sylvestris (Wild Angelica), is a rare example. 

The numbers of churchyards, out of the total of lOO, in which the 
following selected ecological indicator species occur is a simple 
method of suggesing something of their importance: 

Briza media 3 Danthonia decumbens 
Trisetum f1avescens 7 Succisa pratensis 
Carex caryophyl1ea 13 Brachypodium sylvaticum 
Galium mollugo 5 Ajuga reptans 
Leontodon hispidus 35 Hyacinthoides non-scriptus 
Pimpine11a saxifraga 10 Chenopodium majus 
Lotus corniculatus 68 Allium ursinum 
RlDIex scetosa 92 Bromus ramosus 
Cardamine pratensis 45 

Rare species. 

13 
8 

26 
11 
66 
47 

3 
4 

A striking feature of churchyards in several parts of Britain is the 
number of species that are to a significient extent confined to them in 
that particular area. This is not unexpected in a predominantly arable 
area, such as north-east Norfolk where (B. Leaney, The churchyard 
conservation scheme, Norfolk Naturalists' Trust Annual Report 1983: 
18-23 (1984)) about 50% of the Galium verum (Lady's Bedstraw), Rumex 
acetosa (Common Sorrel) and Saxifraga granulata (Meadow Saxifrage) 
populations, and 75-90% of the Leucanthemum vulgare, Pimpinella 
saxifraga (Burnet-saxifrage) and Conopodium majus populations, are in 
churchyards, but in Ceredigion this phenomenon calls for careful 
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explanation. The only Ceredigion record for Calamintha aacendens 
(Common Calamint) since 1941 is from Llsngoedmor churchyard, SN/199458, 
where it has been known since 1907. Brachypodium pinnatUIII, apart from 
a fugitive railway embankment population, and Hordeum secalinum (Meadow 
Barley) are known only from St. Peter's churchyard, Lampeter, SN/ 
575483. Trisetum flavescens is known from 7 churchyards (and at least 
one chapel graveyard), but otherwise only from 5 sides, all coastal and 
probably traceable to limestone imported for various limekilns. Briza 
media is known from 3 churchyards, but otherwise only from 7 sites, in 
at least 4 of which it is undoubtedly native in species-rich pasture 
(all being in SSSIs or PSSSIs). Galium .ollugo, in 5 churchyards, is 
otherwise known only from 6 sites (3 roadside banks, one coastal 
limekiln and 2 pastures). 

None of these last 3 species, so disproportionately frequent in 
churchyards, could conceivably owe their occurrences there to having 
been deliberately planted. One possible explanation of their presence 
there is that such species were once more widespread, and survive 
chiefly in churchyards because of the relict nature of churchyard 
vegetation. If so, it is surprising that there are so very few 
non-churchyard occurrences, unless we have lost much more than is 
generally reslised. It has been suggested that churchyards may often 
have deliberately been sited on the deeper soils because of the need to 
dig deeply for burials, and the deeper soils outside were the first to 
be "improved"; yet, in the uplands at least, some chapel graveyards 
were deliberately sited off the better soils, and in the case of 
medieval churchyards it would be difficult to prove, not least because 
burials have often resulted in the raising of the level of the ground 
in these churchyards. The species under considertaion are by no means 
confined to the unoccupied, more recently enclosed parts of churchyards 
where the richer grassland tends to occur, and this suggests that even 
if these species are relics, they are not restricted there to being 
components of the actual relic communities. 

Another possible explanation is that these species, in particular the 
more calcicole ones, have come into the churchyards by some unknown 
means of natural dispersal, and thrive there because the soil has been 
so enriched by centuries of burials; once in, the lack of ploughing, 
"improvement" and grazing allows them to lkpersist, which they would 
not do if they tried to become established and were submitted to these 
inimical influences outside the churchyards. As there are no soil 
analyses available for our churchyards, much remains uncertain, but to 
set against any presumed enrichment of the soils by burials is the fact 
that most of the pasture outside will have been repeateldy treated with 
lime and basic slag, whereas the churchyards will obviously not have 
been. The presence of these species remains largely unexplained. (The 
suggestion that the records simply reflect a bias in recording is 
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unconvincing, as even though much botanising has been done in 
churchyards, vastly more has been d$me outside them :and the areas of 
unimproved grassland in the county have been especially thoroughly 
searched out and surveyed.) 

The most spectacular graveyard species in Ceredigion is undoubtedly 
Orchis morio (Green-winged Orchid). Characteristic of unimproved, 
calcareous pasture, it is known from only 7 sites. Colonies with from 
1 to 25 flowering plants occur in 3 pastures, on one coastal heath and 
by one limekiln. Capel Rhiwbwys graveyard, SN/546692, near 
Llanrhystud, has a few plants. Llangeithr churchyard, SN/621601, has, 
in a good year, 400 flowering plants, and the chapel cemetery at 
Aber-Porth, SN/266506, can have over 1000. In all three graveyards the 
colonies are predominently in the undisturbed parts still free of 
graves, in grassland enclosed, or added to, the graveyards, in the 
nineteenth century. 

The species discussed above are all, at least to some extent, 
calcicoles, but at least one species with no bias towards calcareous 
soils, Festuca arundinacea (Tall Fescue), seems to have a distinct bias 
towards churchyards in Ceredigion. It occurs alongside the Dyfi and 
Teifi estuaries, and by several streams near the sea, and is also known 
inland where it occurs in grassland in 5 churchyards and in 8 other 
pasture or roadside verge sites. It has probably rarely been 
deliberately sown in Wales, but OCCU,I-S in several different forms, the 
tall, robust estuary plants being ve'ry distinct from some of the short, 
slender pasture plants. The high proportion of chu,chyard occurrences 
calls for some explanation, and it 'would be interesting to investigate 
the exact nature of the different forms at the various si tes:. 

Naturalised species. 

A number of naturalised species, for example Pilosella aurantiaca 
subsp. carpathicola (Fox-and-cubs) and Centaurea montana (Perennial 
Cornflower), have a majority of their Ceredigion sites in churchyards, 
and this is clearly because of the frequency, with which they are 
planted on and around graves. The same would seem to apply to 
Filipendula vulgaris (Dropwort), a once common cottage garden plant 
that is well-naturalised in 12 churchyards (snd many chapel 
graveyards), but in only a handful of other sites. Yet this species is 
native in parts of Wales, chiefly 9n limestone, and, if Galium mollugo, 
TrisetUl1l f1avescens and even Brachypodium pinnatum 9ccur unintroduced 
in churchyards, it might be unwise to, be too certain that Filipendula 
vulgaris is never native there in Ceredigion. 

The only population of Hieraciwa grandidens (a H,awkweed), an introduced 
species probably of long standing, is mostly inside'Eglwys Newydd 
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churchyard, SN/768737, where I have seen it in flower in every month of 
the year. The only two si tes for another introduction, 'Poa chaixii 
(Broad-leaved Meadow-grass) , brought in to improve the grassland in 
open woodland in the nineteenth century, are in Maestir, SN/554493, and 
Llanfigangel Ystrad, SN/524562, churchyards. 

Taxus bacca ta. 

The problems of dating churchyard yews should not prevent us from 
recording as much about them as possible. Many Ceredigion churchyards 
contain large yews. The oldest extant tree may well be the one on· the 
north side of Strata Florida church, SN/747658, under which Oafydd ap 
Gwilym is reputed to have been buried in about 1370. Only two thirds 
of the trunk remains, but the minimum girth encompassing what does 
remain is 700 cm, and the actual girth if the trunk was complete would 
be well over 750 cm. This yew could certainly have been a sizeable 
tree in the late fourteenth century. (Another yew, of which only a 
small segment remains, to the north-east near the edge of the 
churchyard, has also been claimed as the site of the poet's grave, as 
indeed has a yew at Tal1ey Abbey in Carmarthenshire). The fine yew in 
Llanfair C1ydogau churchyard, SN/624513, has an intact trunk 693 cm in 
girth, and the four well-known yews in Llangeitho churchyard, SN/ 
621601, are 599, 570, 439 and 427 cm in girth. The two largest of the 
14 old yews in St. Peter's churchyard, Lsmpeter, SN/575483, are '500 and 
434 cm in girth. The three largest in Eglwys Newydd churchyard, 
SN/768737, two of them fused together at the base, are 413, 412 and 410 
cm in girth, and presumably date from the founding of the church in 
1620. Yews c.700 cm in girth may well be 750 years old, those c.500 cm 
may be 500 years old, and the rate of growth of younger trees is 
generally faster so that a tree c.250 cm in girth may be 100 years old. 
(Girth is measured at 1.5 m from the ground, unless the trunk is 
narrower below this when it is measured at the narrowest point below 
1.5m). But it is impossible to estimate accurately the age of-yews 
from their girth, and the rate of growth depends to a certain extent on 
topography, soil, shading and other factors. 

A group of three yews on the north-east side of Llandre church, 
SN/623869, may possibly be fragments of a single tree of great age 
rather than separate young trees; if so, the tree would seem to have 
been at least 900 cm in girth. A century ago this group is said to 
have consisted of an "original bole divided into twelve distinctly 
separated pieces to the very ground" (E. Lees, An old yew tree, 
Gardeners Chronicle n.s., 9:44 (1878). 

Achnowledgements 

I am grateful to the many incumbents who have let me work in their 
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churchyards, and especially to those who have taken an interest in 
preserving their flora. Most of the ideas in this article on the 
significance 'of churchyard vegetation have arisen in discussions with 
coflesgUes,'especially D.A. Wells, D. Glyn Jones, S.B. Evans, Nary 
Briggs and Francesca Greenoak. 

A, SURVEY OF SOME OF THE CJ.RICARTHENSHIRK BURIAL GROUNDS 
PART 1 CAPKL HENDRK GRAVEYARD 

Mrs A.M. Pell 

In the 'year that Napoleon entered Moscow, the first chapel was built on 
this enclosure: it was a tiny chapel with just one seat around the 
walll\l.:~earth floor and walls white-washed inside and out. The first 
recorded burial was not until 1831. 

It is a sunny and sheltered spot being well protected by higher ground; 
there is a hedge of Cor,ylus avellana (Hazel), Hedera helix (Ivy) and 
Crataegus aonogyna (Hawthorn) on the West boundary and tall Quercus 
robur (Pedunculate Oak), Q. petraea (Sessile Oak) and Fraxinus 
excelsior (Ash) growing along the banks of the stream, protected from 
the North and East winds. 

The flora' is rich and varied: 150 species of flowering plants and 
ferns have been'recorded, from an area of only 0.66 acres. 

There are many plants typical of wood margins e.g.: 
Teucr~_ scorodonia (Wood Sage) 
Dr,yopteria dilatata (Broad Buckler-fern) 
pryopteris filix-aas (Male-fern) 
Agriaonia eupatoria (Agrimony) 
Lathyrus aontanus (Bitter-Vetch) 
Lonioera periclyaenua (Honeysuckle) 

,Viol.riviniana (Common Dog-violet) 
,HolcwJ'aollis (Creeping Soft-grass) 
~~icua maculatua (Imperforate st. John's-wort) 
Epipactis helleborine (Broad-leaved Helleborine) 
Uolcus lanatus (Yorkshire-fog) 
Listera ovata (Common Twayblade) 
Dactylorhiza praeteraiss8 (Southern Marsh-orchid) 
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There are meadow plants e.g.: 
Filipendula ul.aria (Meadowsweet) 
Cirsium palustris (Marsh Thistle) 
Senecio aquaticus (Marsh Ragwort) 
Lathyrus pratensia (Meadow Vetchling) 
Geranium pratense (Meadow Crane's-bill) 
Vicia cracca (Tufted Vetch) 
Juncus effusus (Soft Rush) 
Juncus acutiflorus (Sharp-flowered Rush) 
Taraxacua Sect. spectabilia (Broad-leaved Marsh-dandelion) 
Trifolium repens (White Clover) 
Trifolium pratense (Red Clover) 
Trifolium dubium (Lesser Trefoil) 

Some parts of the graveyard have drainage systems from higher ground 
and where it is damp, Phalaris arundinacea (Reed Canary-grass), Carex 
hirta (Hairy Sedge) and Sanguisorba officinalis (Great Burnet) fare . 
well. 

Weeds of arable land are numerous e.g.: 
Euphorbia peplus (Petty Spurge) 
Euphorbia helioscopia (Sun Spurge) 
Calystegia sepium (Hedge Bindweed) 
Stachys arvensis (Field Woundwort) 
Vicia sativa (Common Vetch) 
Senecio vulgaris (Groundsel) 
Viola arvensis (Field Pansy) 
Urtica dioica (Common Nettle) 
Veronica agrestis (Green Field-speedwell) 
Geranium dissectum (Cut-Leaved Crane's-bill) 

The soil is heavy clay but the soft mortar of the boundary walls, the 
early white-washed buildings of which there is only a little rubble 
left, and the gravestones have encouraged lime-loving species, e.g.: 

Asplenium tricha.anes (Maidenhair Spleenwbrt) 
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum (Black Spleenwort) 
Asplenium ruta __ uraria (Wall-rue) 
Phyllitis scolopendrium (Hart's-tongue) 

All these ferns grow on the stone boundary wall. There is a little 
Ceterach officinarum (Rustyback) but it has been discouraged by 
overzealous cleaning of the wall. Cenarth Churchyard and Llangadog 
Cemetery among others have thick incrustations of Ceterach officinale, 
growing with Polypodium interjectua (Polypody). . 
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A little Phyllitis also grows on the Hazel - Holly hedge-bank together 
with some naturalized Convallaria _jalis (L"ily-of-the-valley) and 
Saxifragax urbiua (Londonpride). It was on this hedgebank that 
Lathyrus ~tanus (Bitter~vetch) was first noticed but it is now 
spreading to lower areas. 

Briza .edia (Quaking-grass) and Linum catharticUM (Fairy Flax) grow in 
a grassy dry part of the enclosure which is, as yet, unused. They grow 
along with: 

Poa pratensis (Smooth Meadow-grass) 
Poa trivialis (Rough Meadow-grass) 
Anthoxantbua odoratua (Sweet Vernal-grass) 
Dactylorhiza _culata (Heath Spotted-orchid) 
D. fUchsii (Common Spotted-orchid) 
Yestuca pratenais (Meadow Fescue) 
Loliua perenne (Perennial Rye-gran) 
Luzula campestris (Field Wood-rush) 
in some years Listera "ovats (Common Twayblade) has also 
appeared here. 

It is in this section, near the scanty mortar-rubble remains of the 
early"chapel that Alliua roseua ssp. bulbiferum (Rosy Garlic) grows, 
th~ only Carms. record. It is a dainty plant with an umbel of pretty 
little "pink bell shaped flowers. Unfortunately its flowering period 
coinci4eswith the early summer cutting of the hay, which could 
expia~n"why this species has only been recorded from four other 10 km 
squarea i.n Wales. 

Another Allium, Allium vineale (Wild Onion) grows almost all over the 
graveyard: Thirty five years ago it grew only in the grass on a bank 
of the wooded stream but in the meantime it has advanced relentlessly 
across the adjacent meadow, through the graveyard and reaching the 
forecCjlurt of "the present magnificent Chapel Buildings across the road. 
It has reached the status of a pest; so have some Equisetum species. 
Both Equisetum aryense (Field Horsetail) and Equisetum x litorale (a 
hybrid Horse ta il )" grow prolifically but there is more of the latter 
than the former. Where they do grow they cover the grave completely 
and are difficul t to eradicate. Equisetum x li torale was first 
identified in 1981 and is not known anywhere else locally. 

Reynoutria japonica (Japanese Knotweed) is a worse pest. It is tall 
and virile and spreads fast. Much more effort is needed to keep it in 
check. 

In 1984, flanked by this Reynoutria japonica, a sturdy pair of 
Euphorbia lathyrus (Caper Spurge) plants appeared. It is not a common 
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species. In 1982, two specimens appeared in the village on a roadside 
vergej in 1985 one appeared on the verge of a farm lane. 

In the oldest part of the graveyard, where not all the headstones are 
still upright and where the graves are untidily and unevenly buried in 
the grass, many garden plants have established themselves: 

Galanthus nivalis (Snowdrop) 
Liliua pyrenaicum (pyrenean Lily) 
Lilium martagon (Martagon Lily) 
Vincs minor (Lener Periwinkle) 
Centaures montans (Perennial Cornflower) 
Ross rugosa (Japanese Rose) 
Hesperis matronalis (Dame's-violet) 
Aquilegis vulgaris (Co1umbine) 
Fuchsia .egellanics (Fuchsia) 
Pseonia sp. (Peony) 
Iris sp. (blue) (Iris) 

There are also a few, not many, plants of Crocus vernus (Crocus), 
Hyacynthoides non-scripta (Bluebell), Narcissus pseudonarcissus (Wild 
Daffodil) and one large jolly looking bush of Buxus se.pervirens (Box). 
Symphoricarpos rivularis (Snowberry) is well established along the 
South boundary wall. 

There used to be a Caretaker's Cottage and garden adjacent to the 
graveyard, which could account for so many garden plsnts in such a 
small ares. 

Towards the centre of the graveyard sandwiched between two gravestones 
and protected by tall headstones, a very pretty white-flowered Malva 
moschata (Musk Mallow) thrives beautifully. 

There is an abundance of Hedera helix (Ivy). It grows on the West 
boundary wall and in the hedge. The Hedera helix, Ilex aquifolium 
(Holly) and the lone Buxus sempervirens are the only evergreens in the 
graveyard. But if in Winter the enclosure looks sombre, everything 
begins to brighten up in March-when the Snowdrops appear. In a good 
year there are about 200 plants all growing close together giving a 
splash of white. In April before the other plants have got gOing, 
Primula vulgaris (Primrose) is in bloom. Small low primroses carpet 
the grassy bank, the patha and graves. In 1985 there were about 2000 
plants. 

In May, Lilium pyrenaicum (pyrenean Lily) huddled densely together 
give a patch of yellow. There were 150 in 1985. In contrast is the 
blue of the Centaurea montana (Perennial Cornflower) which grows 
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profusely. 

There are only about 17 Irises but they are a rich blue and very 
beautiful. 

In June the Lilium martagon (Martagon Lily) blooms. It grows with 
Listers ovsta (Common Twayblade). They are not a colourful couple but 
are tall, interesting looking and eye catching. Only a patch of 
Phalaris arundinacea (Reed Canary-grass) stands between them and a 
single stately reddish Dactylorhiza praeteraiBsa (Southern 
Marsh-orchid) which appears nearly every year. 

June also brings Rosa canina (Dog Rose) and R. rugosa (Japanese Rose) 
and many other plants into bloom: the beautiful elegant purple-blue 
Geranium pratense (Meadow Crane's-bill) and Vicia cracca (Tufted Vetch) 
both commonly found in burial grounds, Lotus corniculatus (Common 
Birdls-foot-trefoil) and tall Trifolium pratense (Red Clover). 

In July there is a colourful display of Hypericum maculatum 
(Imperforate St. John's-wort). Pulicaria dysenterica (Common 
Fleabane), Senecio jacobaea (Common Ragwort), Senecio aquaticUB (Marsh 
Ragwort) ·and of course the handsome Epilobium angustifolium (Rosebay 
Willowherb). These continue flowering well into September and give the 
place amost a festive air. 

Thus this enclosure which, for 174 years, has escaped the effects of 
grazing, ploughing and artificial fertilizers has become a sanctuary 
for ~ large number of plants. It holds the custody of one rare plant, 
Allium roseum ssp. bulbiferum (Rosy Garlic), Euphorbia lathyrus (Caper 
Spurge) is not common, whilst Lilium martagon (Martagon Lily), Rosa 
rugosa (Japanese Rose) and Equisetum x litorale (a hybrid Horsetail) 
have not been recorded elsewhere in square SN5l. 
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"NOW. TIUS WON'T HURT A BIT!" 
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