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+119/1.1. Azolla filiculoides (Water Fern) (Rhedynen y Dwr). Garden pond, Trearddur Bay,
SH255.795, LR. Bonner, 2003,

[28/13.19%20. Ranunculus x novae-forestae (R. omiophyllus x R. tripartitus). Wet open heathland, Tre
Wilmot, SH228.814, M. Sutton, 2001. R.V. Lansdown has now examined photographs of the plants
and is confident they are within the range of variation of R. iripartitus.]

+130/1.4. Papaver rhoeas (Common Poppy) (Pabi Coch). ¢Probably sown with corncockle and corn
marigold in the wild part of a caravan site at Tyddyn Isaf, Lligwy, SH48.87, LR. Bonner, 2003,

+31/5.5. Fumaria muralis (Common Ramping-fumitory) (Mwg y Ddaear Amrywiol). Garden weed,
Ffrwd onen, Llangristiolus, SH442.732, LR, Bonner, 2003.

+134/1.1. Cannabis sativa (Hemp) (Cywarch). In a field opposite Fron Capel, Gaerwen, SH491.728,
W. McCarthy & M., Stead, 2003,

+137/1.1. Juglans regia (Walnut) (Coeden Cnau Ffrengig). Planted by a new track cut through
secondary woodland, Tyddyn Isaf, SH48.87, LR. Bonner, 2003.

+140/3.1. Carpinus betulus (Hornbeam) (Oestrwydden). Originally planted as a row along a field
boundary between Bryn Fuches and the coast, SH488.903, LR. Bonner & S.N. Priest, 2003.

+142/8.2. Carpobrotus edulis (Hottentot-fig) (Ffigysen Felen). Coastal rocks, Swnt, Moelfre,
SHS516.867, Mrs I.M. Evans, 2002,

+43/1.6. Chenopodium rubrum (Red Goosefoot) (Troed yr Wydd Ruddog). Shore of Menai Strait, Tan
y Foel, SH463.637, GM. Kay, 2002.

+45/3.1a. Montia fontana subsp. fontana (Blinks) (Gwlyddyn y Ffynnon). Wet trackway, Fferam Parc,
SHA407.709, 1LR. Bonner, 2003.

+45/3.1d. Montia fontana subsp. chondrosperma (Blinks) (Gwlyddyn y Ffynnon). Central strip of
minor road, Fron Deg, Gaerwen, SH493.732, LR, Bonner, 2003. 1% post-1970 record for Anglesey,
presumably overlooked.

+46/10.7a. Sagina apetala subsp. apetala (Annual Pearlwort) (Corwlyddyn Anaf-flodeuog). Garden
path, Rhoscefnhir, SH523.763, LR. Bonner, 2003,

+146/19.1. Agrostemma githago (Corncockle) (Bulwg yr Yd). ¢Sown with corn marigold in the wild
part of a caravan site at Tyddyn Isaf, Lligwy, SH48.87, ILR. Bonner, 2003. 1t is unlikely to persist
as future cultivation looks doubtful.

+147/4.3. Polygonum arenastrum (Equal-leaved Knotgrass) (Clymog & Dail Bach). Open ground near
Ynys y Fydlyn, SH292.917, LR. Bonner & S.N. Priest, 2003.

*147/5.3. Fallopia baldschuanica (Russian-vine) (Taglys Tibet). Established on roadside hedge near
Cae Enyon, from where it presumably originated, SH294.780, I.R. Bonner, 2002.

+51/1.10. Hypericum humifusum (Trailing St John’s-wort) (Eurinllys Man Ymdaenol). Verge of new
AS5S5 dual-carriageway, Gaerwen, SH489.723, LR. Bonner, 2003,

+153/1.3. Malva sylvestris (Common Mallow) (Hocysen Gyffredin). Stony beach by Ynys y Fydlyn,
SH292.917, LR, Bonner & S.N. Priest, 2003.

+61/2.1. Salix pentandra (Bay Willow) (Helygen Beraroglaidd). $Short row of four rather moribund
trees beside a ditch near the Afon Cefni, SH419.693, LR. Bonner, 2003.

161/2.9x10. Salix x smithiana (S. viminalis x S. caprea) (a hybrid willow). Single bush in hedge near
Capel Mawr, SH415.719, LR. Bonner, 2003, herb. IRB. 2™ record, 1 as neophyte.

*61/2.11a. Salix cinerea subsp. cinerea (Grey Willow) (Helygen Lwyd). Alongside damp roadside
ditch by Goferydd, SH208.821, 8.P. Chambers, 2003, herb. SPC, conf. R.D. Meikle.

+61/2.11x12. Salix x multinervis (S. cinerea x S. aurita) (a hybrid willow). Limestone scrub, Y Bonc,
Tynygongl, SH504.838, LR. Bonner, 2002, det. A.O. Chater.

+62/12.1. Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum s.s. (Water-cress) (Berwr y Dwr). Streamside above Porth yr
Hwch, SH292.921, 1.R. Bonner & S.N. Priest, 2003,

+62/22.2. Erophila verna sensu Stace (Common Whitlowgrass) (Llys y Bystwn). Waste ground,
Soldiers Point, Holyhead, SH236.836, I.R. Bonner, 2003,

+62/42.1a. Raphanus raphanistrum subsp. raphanistrum (Wild Radish) (Rhuddygl Gwyllt). ¢Casual
near Club House, Rhosneigr, SH324.739, M. & W. Walton, 2002. 1* post-1970 record.



48 Welsh Plant Records - 2002-2003 - Anglesey

+69/2.1. Hottonia palustris (Water-violet) (Pluddalen). Shallow water, Mynachdy reservoir,
SH303.922, M. & W. Walton, 2002,

+¢69/3.rep. Cyclamen repandum (Spring Sowbread) Single flowering plant on roadbank near
Trefdraeth, SH407.702, LR. Bonner, 2003, 2™ record.

+169/4.5. Lysimachia punctaia O)otted Loosestrife) (Trewynyn Brych). Established on road verge
near Criglas, SH293.783, LR. Bonner, 2002.

+75/9.14%15. Potentilla < mixta (P. anglica x P. reptans) (Hybrid Cinquefoil). Hedgebank near Capel
Mawr, SH419713; +Coastal grassland just south of Porth Helygen, SH491.906; both I.R. Bonner,
2003.

+75/19.9. Alchemilla xanthochlora (Intermediate Lady’s-mantle) (Mantell Fair Gyfryngol). Road
verge near Cors Erddreiniog, SH502.770, L.R. Bonner, 2002.

+75/19.10b. Alchemilla filicaulis subsp. vestita (Hairy Lady’s-mantle) (Mantell Fair Flewog).
Unimproved grassland, Plas Newydd, SH516.694, LR. Bonner, 2002.

+175/21.6. Rosa rugosa (Japanese Rose) (Rhosyn Japan). Well established near the car park,
Penrhosfeilw Common, SH214.803, LR. Bonner, 2003.

+177/14.11b. Vicia sativa subsp. segetalis (Common Vetch) (Ffugbysen Faethol). Established along
roadside to Mynachdy, SH309.922, LR. Bonner, 2002.

+77/19.25. Trifolium subterraneum (Subterranean Clover) (Meillionen Wen Ymgudd). Open
grassland in former borrow-pit, Cleifiog Uchaf, SH284.796, T .D. Dines, 2003, herb. IRB.

+184/1.8. Epilobium ciliatum (American Willowherb) (Helyglys Americanaidd). Established along
roadside to Mynachdy, SH309.922, L.R. Bonner, 2002.

*184/4.4. Oenothera cambrica (Small-flowered Evening-primrose) (Melyn yr Hwyr Cymreig). Few
plants by gateway, Fron Capel, Gaerwen, SH491.727, IR. Bonner, W. McCarthy & M. Stead,
2003.

+88/1.1. Euonymus europaeus (Spindle) (Piswydden). Coastal cliffs, Porthygwichiad, SH487.916, I.R.
Bonner & S.N. Priest, 2003.

¢94/1.2. Linum usitatissimum (Flax) (Llin Amaeth). Single casual plant in oat crop in small field, Cors
Goch, SH493.810, 1.R. Bonner, 2002. 1™ post-1970 record.

+99/1.3. Acer campestre (Field Maple) (Masarnen Leiaf). {Large tree by entrance to Bryn Glas and
bushes in adjacent hedges, Llangristiolus, SH443.733, LR. Bonner, 2003.

+1103/1.1%x2. Geranium > oxonianum (G. endressii x G. versicolor) (Druce’s Crane’s-bill).
Established along edge of car park, Pentraeth, SH523.785, LR. Bonner, 2003,

+1105/1.4. Impatiens glandulifera (Indian Balsam) (Jac y Neidiwr). Locally frequent by the mouth of
the stream at Porth Newydd, SH466.933, IR, Bonner & J. Hanson, 2003.

+110/8.1a. Solanum nigrum subsp. nigrum (Black Nightshade) (Codwarth Du). ¢Casual under maize
crop, Llanfairyneubwll, SH296.775; ¢Abundant under maize crop, Cefi-maesoglen, Llangaffo
SH457.676; both LR, Bonner, 2002,

*111/3.2b. Calystegza sepium subsp. roseata (Pink Hedge Bindweed) (Taglys Mawr). Wet heath about
250m from the coast, Penrhosfeilw Common, SH220.798, LR. Bonner & S. Priest, 2003.

*¢115/1.1. Phacelia tanacetifolia (Phacelia). Field margins, Cefn Maesoglen, Llangaffo, SH463.671,
T.D. Dines, 2003. Grown as a crop in 2002, several plants re-appeared along field margins in 2003.

+]116/4.4. Symphytum grandiflorum (Creeping Comfrey) (Cyfardwf Llusg). Spreading from garden
rubbish, Capel Mawr, SH413.714, W. McCarthy & M. Stead, 2003.

+116/15.10. Myosotis discolor (Changing Forget-me-not) (Ysgorpionllys Amryliw). Old spoil bank,
Carmel Head, SH296.927, IL.R. Bonner, 2002.

+1118/5.1, Lamium album (White Dead-nettle) (Marddanhadlen Wen). Established on bank by lane to
Glan-rhyd-isaf, SH293.780, ILR. Bonner, 2002.

+118/6.5. Galeopsis bifida (Bifid Hemp-neitle) (Penboeth Lleiaf). Near Llangwyllog, SH43.78, W.
McCarthy & M. Stead, 2003,

+1124/16.20. Veronica polita (Grey Field-speedwell) (Rhwyddlwyn Llwyd). Established in
churchyard, Llanbabo, SH378.867, M. & W. Walton, 2002,
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+124/20.6. Euphrasia tetraquetra [Western Eyebright] (Torfagl ar Graig y Don). Cliff-top grassland,
Mynydd Pantygaseg, SH419.947, LR. Bonner, 2002. (Also an unlocalised record by GH Battershall
in 07.2000)

*129/3.1. Wahlenbergia hederacea (Ivy-leaved Bellflower) (Clychlys Eiddew). }Garden lawn,
Rhoscefnhir, SH523.763, N.J.A. Aron, 2003. 1. Bonner & N. Brown were invited to confirm the
identity of a 1.5m. patch in a close mown lawn. The owner had not noticed it before and had no
idea how it had become established here.

+$131/5.1. Leycesteria formosa (Himalayan Honeysuckle) (Bachgen Llwm). By ride, Newborough
Forest, SH408.643, LR. Bonner, 2002. Not clear if planted or bird sown.

+135/19.1b. Tragopogon pratensis subsp. minor (Goat’s-beard) (Barf yr Afr Felen). Road bank
opposite Wireless Station, Llanddona, SH584.809, LR. Bonner, 2002. +Near Capel Mawr,
SHA40.71, W, McCarthy & M. Stead, 2003.

+135/24.1. Mycelis muralis (Wall Lettuce) (Gwylaeth y Fagwyr). On retaining wall, Plas Newydd,
SHS521.697, LR. Bonner, 2002,

+1135/35.1. Inula helenium (Elecampane) (Marchalan). Established clump on rubble dumped in
marshland near Amlwch Port, SH455.931, LR. Bonner & J. Hanson, 2003,

+135/54.1. Chamaemelum nobile (Chamomile) (Camri). Patch spreading from a rock outcrop into a
damp grassy hollow, Tywyn Trewan, SH320.754, LR. Bonner, 2002, herb. IRB. 1™ post-1970
record.

+}135/58 lacxmax. Leucanthemum x superbum (L. lacustre x L. maximum) (Shasta Daisy) (Llygad
Ych Mawr). Established on waste ground, E side of Inland Sea, SH28.79, 1.R. Bonner, 2002.

+1135/59.1. Matricaria recutita (Scented Mayweed) (Amranwen). A few plants along a roadside near
Talwrn, SH494.762, LR. Bonner, 2002.

+1135/71.4. Petasites fragrans (Winter Heliotrope) (Alan Mis Bach). Established on bank by lane to
Glan-rhyd-isaf, SH293.780, L.R. Bonner, 2002,

+148/2.3. Lemna trisulca (Ivy-leaved Duckweed) (Llinad Eiddew). Rare in wet fen, Parc Newydd,
SH500.809, P.S. Jones, 2000.

+151/1.20. Juncus maritimus (Sea Rush) (Brwynen Arfor). Fragment of saltmarsh, Carmel Head,
SH298.929, IR. Bonner, 2002,

+151/1.25. Juncus inflexus (Hard Rush) (Brwynen Galed). Waste ground, Soldiers Point, Holyhead,
SH23.83, LR. Bonner, 2001.

+152/8.2. Isolepis cernua (Slender Club-rush) (Clwbfrwynen Eiddil). Several clumps in seepages by
board walk, Cors Goch, SH500.812, LR, Bonner, 2002,

+152/12.1. Schoenus nigricans (Black Bog-rush) (Corsfrwynen Ddu). Single clump in flushed
grassland, South Stack, Holyhead, SH207.823, L.R. Bonner, 2003,

+152/16.10. Carex arenaria (Sand Sedge) (Hesgen Arfor). On dumped soil on disused length of road
near Capel Mawr, SH409.718, W. McCarthy & M., Stead, 2003.

+152/16.51. Carex caryophyllea (Spring-sedge) (Hesgen Gynnar). Coastal grassland near Ynys y
Fydlyn, SH293.919, LR. Bonner & S.N. Priest, 2003,

+}153/13.2. Lolium multiflorum (ltalian Rye-grass) (Rhygwellt Eidalaidd). Tourist information board,
Pentraeth, SH523.785, LR. Bonner, 2003, herb. IRB,

+153/18.4. Poa humilis (Spreading Meadow-grass) (Gweunwellt Helaeth). Wall top, Pentraeth,
SH52.78, LR. Bonner, 2003.

+$153/38.3. Phalaris canariensis (Canary-grass) (Pefrwellt Amaethol). Frequent in field corner (sown
in sward) by Llyn Traffwll, SH325.764, S.P. Chambers, 2003,

+153/50.4b. Bromus hordeaceus subsp. ferronii (Least Soft-brome) (Pawrwellt Arfor). Short turf in
disused coastal quarry, Rhoscolyn, SH262.753, LR. Bonner, 2003, herb. IRB, conf. L.M. Spalton.
Probably overlooked, but the 1% post-1970 record.

*153/50.4lon. Bromus hordeaceus subsp. longipedicellatus (a sofi-brome). Grass verge of new A55
dual-carriageway, Gaerwen, SH490.723, LR. Bonner, 2003, herb. IRB, conf. LM. Spalton.
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+158/14.1x2. Polygonatum x hybridum (P. multiflorum x P. odoratum) (Garden Solomon’s-seal). At
least 30 stems spreading from garden waste on a roadbank near Trefdraeth, SH409.702, LR.
Bonner, 2003.

158/20.2x3. Hyacinthoides * massartiana (H. non-scripta x H. hispanica) (Hybrid Bluebell).
Roadside, Capel Mawr, SH410.718, W. McCarthy & M. Stead, 2003,

*162/13.1. Platanthera chlorantha (Greater Butterfly-orchid) (Tegeirian Llydanwyrdd). Five flower
spikes in unimproved grassland (former playing field), Plas Newydd, SH516.694, D. & M. Walker,
2002, conf. LR. Bonner & N. Brown. 1" confirmed record. The records by J.E. Griffith from
Llaniestyn Common and Cors Erddreiniog in 1885 are apparently an error according to R.H.
Roberts, The Flowering Plants and Ferns of Anglesey, NMW, Cardiff, 1982,

+162/18.1x5. Dactylorhiza x venusta (D. fuchsii x D, purpurella) (a hybrid marsh-orchid). With both
parents in unimproved grassland, Plas Newydd, SH516.694, N. Brown, 2002.
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Introduction

As many of you will know, for the last three years I've been working as the Plantlife Wales
Officer. This post, jointly funded by CCW, the Laura Ashley Foundation and Plantlife
International, is based in the CCW headquarters in Bangor. The principal aim of the role is to
manage Plantlife’s Back from the Brink programme of species recovery in Wales, overseeing
and undertaking work on any sites in Wales where plants in the programme occur.

The majority of Back from the Brink site survey and habitat management work is undertaken
by volunteers, whom we call Flora Guardians. There are 120 such volunteers in Wales now,
and they include members of Plantlife, the BSBI, the Wildlife Trusts, CCW staff, County and
Borough Council staff, LBAP officers and National Park wardens.

Since there is such a close relationship between the work of Plantlife in Wales and the BSBI,
we are introducing this new item as a regular slot in the Welsh Bulleiin. These articles will
include reports about our activities and the progress of our work, and provide a platform for
more detailed articles about the species in the programme. We hope to achieve closer links
between the two organisations, and report back the results of our work to our Flora
Guardians, To this end, the Welsh Bulletin will now be sent to all active Flora Guardians in
Wales as well as BSBI members as usual,

For Plantlife members...an introduction to the BSBI

For those Plantlife Flora Guardians that are receiving their first copy of the BSBI Welsh
Bulletin, a little background to the Botanical Society of the British Isles may be needed. The
BSBI was founded (as the Botanical Society of London) in 1836, The Society is for everyone
who is interested in studying and recording the flora of Britain and Ireland, and welcomes
both professional and amateur members,

The great strength of the Society is its network of Vice-county Recorders. Britain and Ireland
are divided into manageable areas called Vice-counties (which often match the “old” counties
such as Caernarfonshire and Radnorshire) and one person (the Vice-county Recorder) is
responsible for collating and checking the plant records from their county. These people act as
botanical focal-points in their counties, organising field meetings and helping people with
their identifications.

The BSBI produces national plant Atlases, county Floras and identification handbooks.
Members are kept informed and entertained three times a year by a newsletter (BSBI News),
and also receive a scientific journal called Watsonia. If any Plantlife member wishes to learn
more about the plants around them, I would recommend that you join the BSBI and attend
their very friendly and helpful field meetings. More information is available on

www.bsbi.org.uk/

For BSBI members...introducing Plantlife International

Plantlife International is the UK’s leading charity dedicated to the conservation of wild plants
in their natural habitats. Formed in 1989, we are based in Salisbury and own 23 reserves
across Britain. The main focus of our work in the UK is the Back from the Brink programme
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of species recovery, which combines molecular and ecological research with monitoring and
site management to effect recovery in rare plant populations. The latter two activities rely
heavily on volunteer involvement. We also act to influence policy and legislation, collaborate
widely to promote the cause of wild plant conservation, and try to get all sectors of the
community involved in recording and thinking about the wild plants that surround them.

We also work at a European and international level, promoting the Global Strategy for Plant
Conservation and hosting the secretariat for Planta Europa, a network of organisations
working for plant conservation across Europe. For more information, please visit

www.plantlife.org.uk

Which species does Plantlife work on?

In Britain, the Back from the Brink programme includes 100 species of vascular plants,
mosses, liverworts, lichens, fungi and stoneworts. Seventy seven of these are UK.BAP
species, identified as being national priority species and having a UK Biodiversity Action
Plan (www.ukbap.orguk/). The others are a range of declining species (such as
Cephalanthera longifolia, Sword-leaved Helleborine) that can benefit from direct
conservation action, The full UK list appears on our website.

Forty of the Back from the Brink species occur in Wales. Nineteen of these are vascular plants
and are listed below along with the total number of sites they have been recorded from
historically in Wales, and the total number of known extant sites.

Species Common Name Total Sites Extant Sites
(all (year)
records)
Campanula patula Spreading Bellflower 31 3 (2000+)
Carex depauperata Starved Wood-sedge 1 0 (extinct)
Centaurea cyanus Cornflower 56 1 (native, 2003)
Cephalanthera longifolia | Sword-leaved Helleborine 11 4 (2003+)
Chamaemelum nobile Chamomile 62 20 (2000+)
Dianthus armeria Deptford Pink 26 4 (2004)
Galeopsis angustifolia Red Hemp-netile 38 2 (2004)
Gentianella anglica Early Gentian 2 1(1984)
Hypericum linariifolium Toadflax-leaved St John's- 7 4 (1994+)
wort
Juniperus communis Juniper ca, 108 ca. 60 (2000+)
Lychnis viscaria Sticky Catchfly 2 2 (2000+)
Lycopodiella inundata Marsh Clubmoss 16 4 (2002+)
Pilularia globulifera Pillwort 76 28 (1998+)
Ranunculus tripartitus Three-lobed Water-crowfoot 50 24 (1998+)
Rumex rupesitris Shore Dock 7 3 (2002+)
Salvia pratensis Meadow Clary 1 1 (2004)
Scandix pecten-veneris | Shepherd's Needle 29 3 (2003+)
Silene gallica Smali-flowered Catchfly 74 6 (2000+)
Valerianella rimosa Broad-fruited Cornsalad 7 1(2004)

The odd-one-out on this list is Campanula patula (Spreading Beliflower), which has been
added to the Back from the Brink list in Wales, but not in England. This species has been
identified by CCW as a priority species in Wales, and was added to Section 74 of the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act (and then to the Back from the Brink list) in 2003.

As you can see from the list, it’s an interesting selection of species. They have either declined
across their range (sometimes catastrophically so, such as the arable plant Silene gallica -
Small-flowered Catchfly), or have only ever been found in very few sites in Wales (such as
Salvia pratensis - Meadow Clary). A few are more frequent and widespread; their inclusion
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on the list may reflect their rarity elsewhere in Britain (e.g. Pilularia globulifera - Pillwort) or
they may simply be more frequent in Wales than elsewhere (e.g. Ranunculus tripartitus -
Three-lobed Water-crowfoot).

If anyone has records for any of these species in Wales, I'd be very grateful for them. I'm also
very happy to supply anyone with the records I have - please just get in touch. All my records
have been shared with the Welsh Vice-county Recorders,

Dianthus armeria (Deptford Pink) - Progress in Wales

In order to show BSBI members how Back from the Brink works, and to update our Flora
Guardians on progress with this species, I’ll describe in a little detail our work on Deptford
Pink (Dianthus armeria) over the last three years.

D. armeria is a biennial or short-lived perennial herb that is currently known from about 22
sites in Britain, It is listed as Vulnerable in the Red Data Book (Wiggington, 1999), and is a
Wildlife and Countryside Act Schedule 8 species, meaning that it’s illegal to pick, uproot or
destroy plants without a special licence. For such a rare plant, we know surprisingly little
about its ecology. It tends to prefer open, disturbed sites such as quarries, roadsides, waysides
and field margins, but also occurs in heavily grazed short grassland. It usually grows on dry,
often mildly basic soils, but can occur on acidic ground too. Populations at individual sites
can vary in size enormously from year to year, but we don’t really understand the mechanisms
that govern this. For this reason, Plantlife is supporting a PhD student at Sussex University
(Jo Nightingale) who is looking into the population dynamics, genetics and ecology of D.
armeria across Britain.

What we do know is that seeds of D. armeria can be very long lived, that they need
disturbance to germinate, that a closed sward or too much competition from surrounding
vegetation leads to a decline in the number of plants, and that plants prefer open, sunny
conditions. These straightforward facts inform the management we have undertaken on sites
in Wales.

D. armeria has been recorded historically from 26 sites in Wales. There are, however, just 4
extant sites that are generally accepted as native, It also occurs as an alien, such as the 1500
plants reported from Newport Docks (Mons.) in 1997; separating native populations from
alien ones can be difficult. The first record for Wales appears to be from Anglesey, when the
Reverend H. Davies found it “near Penmon” in 1813. He recorded it again in 1821 at Fryars
Beach in the same county. For the next 160 years, D. armeria was recorded from 19 scattered
localities across Wales, with Monmouthshire (3 sites), Glamorgan (5 sites), Cardigan (3 sites)
and Flintshire (3 sites) featuring most frequently. Again, some of these sites may be alien
occurrences, but its almost impossible to assign status to historical records. The four
remaining sites and the work we’ve done at them are described in more detail below.

BAGLAN RESERVOIR, GLAMORGAN

This population is rather forlornly sandwiched directly between the M4 motorway and the
Baglan Energy Park, just west of Port Talbot. First recorded in 1987 by Charles Hipkin, plants
grow alongside and on the concreted edge of a triangular reservoir constructed to contain
storm water. This reservoir was once frequently used by local fishermen; their trampling of
the paths around the pond kept conditions open and disturbed, allowing D. armeria to thrive.
However, the site is now fenced off and fishing is discouraged. This had led to the
development of gorse, alder and willow scrub, and an abundance of rank grass, ivy and
(interestingly) Wallflower Cabbage (Coincya monensis subsp. cheiranthos). Consequently, D.
armeria declined from 303 flowering plants in 2000 to 100 in both 2001 and 2002,
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The site is owned by Neath Port Talbot Borough Council, and Suzanne Waldron from the
Environmental Quality Unit has been extremely helpful in restoring correct management to
the site. A Flora Guardian workday in March 2003 saw volunteers removing grass, scrub and
ivy from the path edges. During the winter of 2003 and 2004, Suzanne arranged for Council
workers and volunteers to continue this work, and to remove trees from the site that were
shading areas where D. armeria grew. Charles Hipkin monitors the site annually, providing
detailed counts of where the plants are growing. In response to the management work, 243
flowering plants were recorded this year.

CLYDACH VALE, GLAMORGAN

In 1997, Julian Woodman (Vice-county Recorder for E. Glamorgan) discovered a large
colony of Dianthus armeria in two abandoned sandstone quarries in the Clydach Vale
Country Park above Tonypandy in the Rhondda. The site, owned by Rhondda Cynon Taff
Borough Council, is somewhat unusual, with D. armeria being present on several terraces of
the main quarry, but not other apparently suitable terraces, and on one bank of a smaller
quarry nearby. Above the quarries, open moor gives way to conifer plantations, while below
are areas that were reclaimed and re-seeded in the late 1980s.

Management work at this site has been undertaken by the Borough Council and the Landmark
Trust. More recently, Flora Guardians have been involved in surveys to provide population
counts, and in joining a workday during which willow, brambles, coarse vegetation and
seedling conifers were removed from the site. We are especially grateful to Richard Wistow
(County Ecologist) for his help with this work.

In 1998, 219 flowering plants were recorded at Clydach Vale. This fell to 66 in 2001 but,
since the workday, numbers have risen again and 193 flowering plants were recorded this
year,

FARM NEAR PEMBREY, CARMARTHEN

D. armeria was first recorded at a private farm between Pembrey and Trimsaran in 1994, By
1998, the farm had been abandoned for 20 years and existing populations were suffering
badly from scrub encroachment. The farm was then purchased by a new owner, who
improved access to the house in the winter of 1999/2000 by pushing back the edges of the
track. Spoil was dumped around the farmhouse and a small quarry was excavated. This work
removed most of the encroaching scrub and produced areas of disturbed soil, and D. armeria
is now thriving as a result. The owner is very keen to maintain the population and is
undertaking appropriate management, cutting the track verges and removing brambles and
scrub.

This site is unusual in that, as well as the trackside plants, D. armeria also occurs in an
adjacent well grazed pasture. The heavily grazed plants are often tiny (less than 5 em tall), but
flower and fruit well. They are most abundant in the disturbed ground around the field
gateway (which is opposite the main trackside population) and may have spread into the field
from there, or from the field to the track!

In 2001, 28 flowering plants were recorded. The owner appears to have got the management
spot-on, however, as 155 plants were flowering this year.

COED Y FELIN, nr HENDRE, FLINTSHIRE

This is the only extant site in north Wales. It lies within a North Wales Wildlife Trust
(NWWT) reserve, and is also the only Welsh site to occur over a limestone rock substrate.
Jean Green (Vice-county Recorder for Denbighshire) discovered the plants on a steep, sunny
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bank in 1994, when she counted hundreds of plants in flower, Since then, the site became very
overgrown with scrub - mostly Hawthorn and Bramble with a high density of Ash and Hazel
regeneration. It had also become heavily shaded by the growth of Ash and Wych Elm (Ulmus
glabra) trees at the base of the slope.

In November 2002 we held our first workday at this site, with 16 Plantlife and NWWT
volunteers helping to clear the site of scrub and over-shading trees. A repeat operation in
November 2003 saw the site being further cleared and extended, with large areas of bare earth
created on the steep slope. We are especially grateful to Adrian Lloyd Jones (NWWT
Conservation Officer) for his help with work on this site. Three surveys of D. armeria have
also been held, so we can monitor the response of the population to the work.

In 2002, before we started work on the site, just 19 plants were found, 3 of which were in
flower. The following year this had risen to 5 flowering and 86 non-flowering plants (given
that the plant is a biennial, we expect a large increase in non-flowering plants first). This year,
an astonishing 45 flowering and 159 non-flowering plants were counted.

The future for Dianthus armeria in Wales

Populations of D. armeria are clearly doing well in Wales and this is due to the co-ordinated
volunteer effort that has been directed into site management. Now that all the sites are in
better condition, the frequency of such workdays can be reduced (with perhaps one every two
or three years rather than annually). I'm delighted that some of the work on the two sites
owned by Borough Councils (Baglan and Clydach Vale) is now being undertaken by the
Councils themselves,

Such management by volunteers is often said to be “gardening”, and is looked on with disdain
by those who prefer more “sustainable” methods of management (grazing by livestock for
example). At the Carmarthenshire site, D. armeria does occur in well-grazed pasture. The two
Glamorgan sites are totally unsuitable for grazing, so an input of manpower is the only way
appropriate management can be undertaken. The Flintshire site is potentially suitable for
grazing and we have investigated doing this, although finding a farmer who was prepared to
take the site on proved impossible. However, I would argue that “gardening” is actually not
that distasteful. It gets people directly involved with their local environment, it is often the
best way to return a scrubbed-over site to favourable condition, and sometimes it’s the only
management option available. Our aim is to maintain or expand remnant populations of
exceptionally rare species. There’s really little difference between a farmer doing this with
livestock and volunteers doing it with saws and loppers. Neither is more “natural” that the
other and neither is really sustainable (the farmer is just as likely to change his farming
practises as the funding is to be pulled on volunteer co-ordinators!). What’s important is that
the last remaining sites are safeguarded. Once this has been done, we can look towards
longer-term management options as part of wider, landscape-scale restoration projects.

I would like to thank all those that have been involved with work on Welsh Deptford Pink
sites over the last three years. The remarkable recovery of this species in Wales is testament to
their hard work and generosity. Let’s hope we can continue the trend in the future!

Trevor Dines (Plantlife Wales Officer)
c/o Countryside Council for Wales, Maes y Ffynnon, Ffordd Penrhos, Bangor, Gwynedd,
LL57 2LQ. Telephone: 01248 385445, E-mail: trevor.dines@plantlife.org.uk






