

































































Carmarthenshire Flora Project: the 1991 season

officinalis (Great Burnet) near Felindre, SN696306, has been completely destroyed by
ploughing and re-seeding after he wrote to the farmer telling him of its floral interest.

Two plants of Listera ovata (Common Twayblade) were found by GH growing on top of a
laneside bank north of Pendine, SN239103. His records also included: Ornithopus perpusillus
(Bird's-foot) from Wharley Point, SN339094; Myrrhis odorata (Sweet Cicely) in Cwmduad
village, SN376310; Fumaria capreolata (White Ramping-fumitory) in a hedge at Draenog
Farm, Graig, Burry Port, SN439018 and Coronopus squamatus (Swine-cress) from south of
St.John's Hill, Laugharne, SN304096 (IKM also found this species on a footpath at Bryn,

- SN556005). Also, GH determined the hybrid avens, Geunr x intermedium, from material he
collected at Ffairfach, SN613192, in 1987 and from woodland on the Carms. bank of the
River Eastern Cleddau, west of Clynderwen, SN085187.

A substantial population of Parentucellia viscosa (Yellow Bartsia) was found by RDP
growing in damp disturbed ground at Garnant opencast site, SN68313 1, the first ver away
from the coast. Hyocyamus niger (Henbane) was recorded for the flrst time since 1977 by
Jane Kelsall growing very near to its old site in an open area at the edge of Pembrey Forest,
SN392033, (Pryce, 1991: note revised grid ref. for Hyocyanus).

The polypody fern, Polypodium cambricum, was recorded by members of the BSBI party who
visited Laugharne Castle, SN301107, in June (Pryce, 1992). The hybrid buckler-fern,
Dryopteris x deweveri (D.carthusiana x D. dilatata), was recorded in 1991 to the northeast of
Ffynnon-newydd, SN428276, (KM, field record) and material collected near
Llanddewi-Velfrey, SN141179, by GH in 1986 also proved to be this hybrid

(det.C.R Fraser-Jenkins)., The form of Hard Shield-fern Polystichum aculeatum forma
cambricum, was determined by GH from material collected by RDP in 1979 on limestone
waste at Blaen-y-Van Quarry, SN454115 and one plant of the clubmoss Huperzia selago was
found growing on the face of an old limestone quarry at Clogau Bach, Mynydd-Du,
SN718193, out of reach of even the most agile sheep (IKM & RDP),

Trisetum flavescens (Yellow Oat-grass) was recorded from four new sltes, namely Mynydd
Llanybydder, SN526397, (DB & MS); on the edge of a forestry plantation at Aberhenwen,
SN834290, (H.J Killick (HIK)); around a memorial seat at Scott's Bay, Llansteffan,
SN349099 (GH) and on a roadside verge at Mynydd Figyn, SN603303, (TSC). TSC also
visited an abandoned chapelyard at Capel Iwan, SN294362, which had Lifium pyrenaicum
(Pyrenean Lily) and Polygonatum multiflorum (Solomon's-seal) whilst he also recorded
Primula veris (Cowslip) growing abundantly in Pengwern Bica Chapelyard, SN23T, together
with Rhinanthus minor (Yellow-rattle).

Montia sibirica (Pink Purslane) continues its relentless spread down the Tywi valley with
TKM's record from broad-leaved woodland on the river cliff below Pont-ar-Ffynnant picnic
site, SN507201. How long will it take to reach SN42?

HIK's records included Vicia orobus (Wood Bitter-vetch) from a rocky slope near Waun Ddu
Mire SSSI, SN818297; Myriophyllum alterniflorum (Alternate Water-milfoil) from a flush at
Tomen-y-Rhos, SN807297; Genista tinctoria (Dyer's Greenweed), SN825296, and Lquisetum
sylvaticum (Wood Horsetail) SN827293; from north of the Usk Reservoir and Eleocharis
quinguiflora (Few-flowered Spike-rush) by the Usk Reservoir at SN810280
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Whitehill Down was the venue for a BSBI Field meeting in June, Those eminent botanists in
attendance made several new records at this very rich and diverse grassland site. Included
were Carex pallescens (Pale Sedge) and Lysimachia vulgaris (Common Loosestrife) (both
det. AOC) and two Euphrasia (eyebright) species provisionally determined by GH (Pryce,
1992).

J&MI rediscovered Verbascum Iychnitis (White Mullein) from an old mine site in
Rhandirmwyn, SN781435, last seen by Mrs Vaughan in the late 1960s. From the same tetrad
they also recorded abundant Ornithopus perpusillus (SN798427), Primula veris, Campanula
trachelium (Nettle-leaved Bellflower), Wahlenbergia hederacea (Ivy-leaved Bellflower) and
Silene vulgaris subsp. maritima (Sea Campion). The latter was also present In SN74X and
growing nearby was Cirsium dissectum (Meadow Thistle).

A hedgebank 2 km south-southwest of Cwmann, SN576455, supported Filipendula vulqaris -
(Dropwort), normally a plant associated with graveyards in Carms and only the 2nd ver away
from such (TSC). Veronica agrestis (Green Field-speedwell) was recorded at two sites by
HIK & Pauline Goodhind (PG): in Llansawel, SN619362, (with Lepidium heterophyllum
(Smith's Pepperwort), the hybrid ragwort Senecio x ostenfeldii and Vulpia bromoides
(Squirreltail Fescue) in the vicinity) and at Pystyllgwyn, north of Llansawel. SN620379.
Conium maculatum (Hemlock) was discovered on a roadside near Bolahaul, Talley, SN6532,
by David Humphreys & PG whilst Kate Medcalf noted Poa compressa (Flattened
Meadow-grass) in restored opencast land near Penygroes, SN585140. Frank Webb reported
frequent plants of Sanguisorba minor subsp. muricata (= S polygamum) (Fodder Burnet)
growing on hedgebanks constructed about five years ago on the former Lamberts Colliery
opencast site at Carway, SN455067: this species was a constituent of the seed-mix used at
that time (together with Medicago sativa (Lucerne)) and has also been seen in similar
situations at Capel Hendre, SN598116; Saron, SN607129 and Llandybie, SN610145 (all
RDP).

NEWLY DISCOVERED "GOOD SITES"

Drosera intermedia (Oblong-leaved Sundew) was discovered by IKM at its fourth site in the
ve, at Cors Helyg, Rhosaman, SN740136, a very species-rich series of flushes covering a very
small area, possibly under threat of future opencast mining.

A superb valley mire at the head of the Nant-y-Garth east of Garth Farm, Ffarmers, SN676451
to SN680451, was stumbled upon by RDP during the Lampeter meeting. Locally very
abundant on the stream-sides was Wahlenbergia hederacea together with Hypericum elodes
(Bog St John's-wort) growing amongst dominant Sphagnum carpets in the flushed valley
bottom. Carum was locally abundant and Marsh Fritillary butterflies were present. Viola lutea
(Mountain Pansy) was present in several fine populations at the summit of Garth Crags.
SNG679458 & SN680458 and was also found at Bryn-Nicol: locally frequent in sheep-cropped
acid grassland at SN821443. A few plants were also seen on a laneside bank at SN819427
(RDP & GH).

At Maudsland, SN335344, in an area of acid grassland remaining where forestry plantings had
failed, GH & RDP recorded two plants of Osmunda regalis (Royal Fern) and three plants of
Dryopteris carthusiana (Narrow-leaved Buckler-fern) growing amongst dominant, tussocky
Molinia caerulea (Purple Moor-grass) with encroaching willow scrub, At SN330343 one
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plant of Dryopteris affinis ssp. cambrensis (a subspecies of Scaly Male-fern) was found by
RDP (det. GH) growing in Calluna-Erica (heather) dwarf-shrub heath by an old quarry.

Species-rich moorland and upland flushed sites were noted by several recorders, for instance
near Blue Well Farm, Llanfihangel Rhos-y-Corn. SN506347, (Isolepis setacea (Bristle
Club-rush), Scutellaria minor (Lesser Scullcap), Serratula tinctoria (Saw-wort)), at Mynydd
Llanllwni, eg SN511375, and at Mynydd Llanybydder, SN526397, (Hypericum elodes,
Drosera rotundifolia (Round-leaved Sundew), Potamogeton polygonifolius (Bog Pondweed),
Wahlenbergia hederacea) (all HIK,DB &MS) and Mynydd Figyn, SN6330, (Carex hostiana
(Tawny Sedge), Narthecium ossifragum (Bog Asphodel) and Eleocharis quinquiflora) (TSC).

J&MI produced an impresslve species list from Carn Nant-yr-Ast, SN747, principally an

- extensive area of Molinia dominated moorland, which included Dryopteris carthusiana (from
both SN735487 and SN731493). Carex curta (White Sedge), C.hostiana, C.rostrata (Bottle
Sedge), Pinguicula vulgaris (Common Butterwort) and Rhinanthus minor together with
putative hybrid sedges C.x involuta (C.rostrata x vesicaria) and C. x fulva
(C. demissa x C. hostiana). Another upland site investigated by J&MI was the Ochr-y-Fforest
ridge, cSN763377, where Geranium pusillum (Small-flowered Crane's-bill), Veronica agrestis
and Ornithopus perpusillus were seen. Further searching of this and similar well drained,
gravelly hill-tops may be rewarded in early season by such species as Moenchia erecta
(Upright Chickweed).

A wet pasture at Banc Pystyllgwyn, SN622386, had for example, Carum, Alchemilla glabra
(a Lady's Mantle), Anagallis tenella (Bog Pimpernel) and Narthecium (HIK & PG) and a
marshy field at Ael-y-Bryn, Brechfa, SN533303, was seen by TSC to have Genista anglica
(Petty Whin) present with Carum. Calluna (Heather), Erica tetralix (Cross-leaved Heath),
Succisa pratensis (Devil's-bit), Narthecium etc, J&MI recorded Carum, Cirsium dissectum
and Potentilla palustris (Marsh Cinquefoil) at Felin Newydd, SN63U and at Llwyn-y-Berllan,
SN758374. They found Carun and Cirsium dissectum accompanied by Veronica scutellata
(Marsh Speedwell) and Scutellaria minor.
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PLANT RECORDS OF INTEREST IN 1991 IK. Morgan

The remaining semi-derelict or waste areas that still occur in and around Llanelli are rich
hunting-grounds for the botanist, providing transient or semi-permanent habitats that are
colonised by species of early successional stages or disturbed ground - plants often referred to
as "weeds". Due to the increased pressures on such plants in the modern townscape, gardens
or wider countryside (herbicides, crop hygiene, urban reclamation programmes) many weed
species have declined in recent years. ;

One such plant is Mercurialis annua (Annual Mercury), which is nowadays, in
Carmarthenshire, a rather rare species of disturbed situations on friable soils on the coastal
belt, though, at best, it was never common in our area. In 1991, it was found at several
localities - such as in the raised ornamental beds outside the entrance to Kidwelly Castle
SN409069 and elsewhere in the same town SN407068; in the Seaside area of Llanelli
$S8503989 (growing on soil where pipework had been laid) and with a rather distinguished
weed flora around the "Neptune Hotel", Burry Port SN446007, where it was accompanied by
Urtica urens (Small Nettle), Aethusa cynapium (Fool's Parsley), Viola arvensis (Field Pansy),
Papaver dubium (Long-headed Poppy), P. rhoeas (Common Poppy), Fallopia convolvulus
(Black Bindweed), Verbena officinalis (Vervain), Coronopus didymus (Lesser Swine-cress),
and Foeniculum vulgare (Fennel) and many others.

Another rich site, discovered in 1991, were the vegetable allotments on the NW side of Bigyn
Hill $§509998, restricted of access as the gardening enthusiasts have suffered theft of their
produce in the past. Undoubtedly, the most noteworthy species present was Misopates
orontinm (Weasel-snout), last recorded in the county in 1944 (J.A. Webb at Cilymaenllwyd,
Pwill). Misopates was frequent, together with abundant Stachys arvensis (Field Woundwort),
and also Fallopia convolvulus (Black-bindweed), Viola arvensis (Field pansy), Erysinum
cheiranthoides (Treacle-mustard) and the bulbous sub-species of Arrhenatherum elatius
(False QOat-grass). A splendid paich of Sambucus ebulus (Danewort) grows outside on the
north-eastern side of the allotments.

The disturbed ground surrounding Parc Trostre $$527997 (an area of current extensive
redevelopment) also has a diverse weed flora including a relative abundance of Artemisia
absinthium (Wormwood), but also occasional plants of the uncommon Geranium pusillum
(Small-flowered Cranesbill) (exhibiting - amongst other features - the short-haired stem, which
helps distinguish it from the commoner G. molle (Dovesfoot Cranesbill)). Not far away, on the
roadside bank $S516001 at the edge of the Coedcae School playing field, a large patch of
Cardaria draba (Hoary Cress) thrives, though the hybrid ragwort Senecio bicolor subsp.
cineraria x S. jacobaea that once grew here has died out. Cardaria, a rather rampant crucifer,
can also be seen on the banks of the R. Gwendraeth-fach at Kidwelly SN407068 and also
between Pembrey and Burry Port SN439014. Its first British record is said (Rich, 1991) to
have been at Swansea in 1802.

Mercurialis annua (Annual Mercury) was also recorded near the eastern end of the now
thankfully-doomed road across Pembrey Saltings SN436003, where it grew with Erysimum
cheiranthoides (Treacle-mustard), Anchusa arvensis (Bugloss) and the handsome

Carduus nutans (Nodding Thistle). Atriplex laciniata (Frosted Orache) with its silver-scaly
leaves was growing on the strandline nearby SN436001 and a healthy population of this rather
scarce and sporadic sandy-shore A#riplex was also found on the rapidly-accreting "Nose" of
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Pembrey Burrows SS43-99- as well as one plant at Tywyn Point SN35-06-. Further up the
estuary, at Cefn Padrig (=Tywyn bach) SN442003, Glaucium flavum (Y ellow Horned-poppy)
continues to thrive on the slaggy shingle, but|this year less plants were noted on the shingle
beach at Penrhyngwyn, Machynys $S8517975] though Trifolium striatum (Knotted Clover),
Vicia tetrasperma (Smooth Tare) and Lamiu hybridum (Cut-leaved Deadnettle) were
present. Smooth Tare was also recorded at the old Ty-isaf rubbish tip, Penyfan S§513995,
with Aethusa cynapium (Fool's Parsley) and a fine flowering clump also grows at Llandeilo
Junction, S of Trostre $S527991. Valerianella carinaia (Keeled-fruited Cornsalad) was a
noteworthy spring record from New Road, Furnace SN503012, several plants were growing
in the lane and on the pavement just before the mineral line. The diagnostic seed shape was
microscopically checked. ’

Another productive weed site was the rough ground lying to the north of the artificial lake at
Sandy Water Park SN495005, on the site of the former Duport Steelworks. Here, amongst a
range of commoner species, Matricaria recutita (Wild Chamomile) was perhaps the most
noteworthy; whilst the diminutive Sagina apetala (Annual Pearlwort) was abundant - if
carefully looked for, on dry, clinkery soil here and at many other similar sites - urban
wasteground, railway lines and also forestry rides inland. Forest and other rather acidic upland
trackways also supported Aphanes inexpectata (= microcarpa) (Slender Parsley-piert),
another probably somewhat overlooked species. Also inland were populations of Cicerbita
macrophylla (Blue Sow-thistle), at the edge of a F.C.plantation near Pentwyn SN754276 and
a roddside NNW of Bont-fawr SN7132635; it also occurs abundantly at Liannon churchyard
SN540085 despite the depredations of a goat! Another blue-flowered and robust colonist is
Cichorium intybus (Chicory), found with frequency on the small former tip at the end of
Belle-Vue Road, Bynea $S544994, where the individual plant reached 6 feet or s0. What was
thought to be Viola tricolor ssp. tricolor (Heartsease) grew on the edge of pub car-park
nearby (S8545994), though confirmation is required.

Some garden escapes are of interest - the hybrid geranium, Geranium x oxonianum, af
Cwm-Morgan SN294349 and Arum italicum (Italian Lords-and-Ladies) in a hedge opposite
Drefach-Felindre Post Office SN355386 (this species also occurs with some frequency along
Dylan's Walk, Laugharne SN308112) whilst Gaultheria shallon, an ericaceous North
American sub-shrub, was firmly established at the edge of a plantation at Gelli Aur SN597197
Polygonum polystachyum (Himalayan Knotweed) was noted at two roadside sites in the north
of the county, at Tanyrallt SN547457 and NE of Gwarallt SN484389 near Llanybydder. This
(like other rampant relatives) was once cultivated as a decorative garden plant but it has now
spread from outcast rhizomes.

Back on the coast, Sison amonmum (Stone Parsley), a smallish umbellifer (whose leaves are -
accurately - said to smell of a mixture of petrol and nutmeg), was found by Barry Stewart at
Penclacwydd SS530986, the first vice-county record since the mid-nineteenth century.
Bromus racemosus (det P J O Trist) was found growing nearby in a hayfield just east of Tir
Morfa-fawr $S540977; it is regarded as an uncommon grass of lowland Britain, Other coastal
records of significance were the nationally declining Lepidium latifolium (Dittander) on the
shoreline NE of Llansteffan SN359111, and the coastal species of Toadrush - Juncus
ambiguus - near Ffos-fach, Bynea §§555992 and NW of Cwm Celyn SN318122. Right in the
west of the county, a single plant of Zhlaspi arvense (Field Penny-cress) was noted on the
roadside near Telpyn Farm SNI81075.
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Inspection of the urban shingle of the Afon Lliedi between Bryntirion Hospital SN513009 and
Buckley's Brewery SN509005 led to the discovery of an unusual flora, that included many
casuals that probably owed their origin to bird seed - Phalaris canariensis (Canary-grass),
Lepidium sativum (Garden Cress), Echinochloa utilis (Japanese Millet), (a first record for
Carms.), Linum usitatissimunm (Flax), Lobularia maritima (Sweet Alison) and presumed
Triticum aestivum (Bread Wheat) amongst a more normal river shingle flora (such as frequent
Bidens tripartita (Trifid Bur-marigold)). Some other species remain unidentified as workmen
cleared this stretch of river before many plants could be collected in a suitably mature state.
Most of the above species were recorded on the stretch of river between the Brewery and the
small foot-bridge (SN509006).

Pond and wetland sites also received much attention during the year, resulting in several
noteworthy discoveries. The aforementioned Sandy Water Park SN495005 held Azolla
Siliculoides (Water Fern) (a third county record) and Ceratophyllum demersum (Rigid
Hornwort) (both first found by George Hutchinson), while Dafen Pond SN531015, which has
been cleared out and deepened in the last couple of years, supported the South American
Water-milfoil Myriophyllum aquaticum, a NCR. M. aguaticum is ofien known in horticultural
circles as "parrot's feathers" and is naturalized in a few stations in the milder parts of SW
Britain (Chicken, 1977) - including Glamorgan. It is quite distinctive in the field as it has
aerial, glaucous vegetative shoots unlike the other (commoner) water-milfoils. Lemna gibba
"(Gibbous Duckweed) was recorded for the first time since Motley's unlocalized record of
¢.1840. It was recorded, in quantity, in the ditch N. of Glanrhyd SN405041, on the edge of
Pembrey Airfield as well as at other localities. It does not always achieve the gibbous
(fattened) appearance as portrayed in books and in some ways it is a very unsatisfactory taxon
as intermediates are known (with Lemna minor) elsewhere in the world. A more satisfactory
record was Lemna minuta (L. minuscula) (NCR and 3rd Welsh record) found in prodigious
abundance in the man-made channel SN463013 that lies parallel with Ffordd-y-Wagen, Pwll

Elodea nuttallii (Nuttall's Waterweed) was noted at three sites - Pistyll Pond, Llandybie .
SN624167 (A.O.Chater); the Afon Liwchwr below Llanedi SN598065 and in the Tywi SW of
Glantowy f-vm SN533208 though the last two records require confirmation. Another local
riparian plant was Myosoton aquaticum (Water Chickweed), found with some frequency in
early autumn along the Gwendraeth Fawr below Pont Spwdwr SN433057 and also near
Parc-y-llong SN437064; possibly this plant is partly overlooked because of its late flowering.
Perhaps a more surprising occurrence of this species was Barry Stewart's record from the
Penclacwydd Wildfowl Centre SS530986. A variety of Almond Willow, Salix triandra var.
hoffmanniana (det. G. Hutchinson, conf. R. D. Meikle), also occurred near Pont Spwdwr (1st
VCR of variety). Polygonum minus is another quite easily missed species, the plants found at
the Bishop' Pond, Abergwili SN443209, being the first record of this species since that of Dr.
H. Jones below The Parade, Carmarthen at the end of the last century. Saxifraga granulata
(Meadow Saxifrage) was noted at two sites - beside the Llwchwr at Glyn-hir SN643156 and
the Afon Gwydderig SN805345 near Llandovery. The pink-flowered Montia sibirica (Water
Blinks) continues to spread down the Tywi (it used to be mostly found on the middle and
upper sections of the river), with a new colony being discovered in riverside woodland near
Ffinnant SN507201. The vigorous hybrid Enchanter's Nightshade Circaea x intermedia
(well-known in the NE of Carmarthenshire) also continues to be found outside it's main area
of distribution with plants noted on stable river shingle at Liangadog SN705278. Nearby
(SN'706278), a strong plant of Agrimonia procera (= odorata) (Fragrant Agrimony) was
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growing, this species being much scarcer in the county than the closely-related Agrimonia
eupatoria (Agrimony).

Rubus saxatilis (Stone Bramble) was rediscovered in the upper reaches SN743189 of Cwm
Clydach on the northern flank of Mynydd Du, where it was last noted by D.P.M. Guile in
1951. A substantial patch was growing on wet rocks under a partial canopy of Fraxinus
excelsior (Ash) and Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan); associates were: Filipendula ulmaria
(Meadowsweet), Succisa pratensis (Devil's-bit Scabious), Valerianella dioica (Marsh
Valerian), Primula vulgaris (Primrose), Cirsium palusire (Marsh Thistle), Athyrium
Silix-femina (Lady Fern) and more uncommon species such as Sanguisorba officinalis (Great
Burnet), Alchemilla sp.( Lady's-mantle) and Phegopteris connectilis (Beech Fern).
Presumably this community would once have been more frequent on other upland base-rich
sites from where they have been eradicated by the removal of tree cover an intensive grazing
pressures. There is another, less exactly-localised record by H.H. Knight (c1908) from near
Gwynfe. Other noteworthy upland records were Utricularia minor (Bladderwort) at Waun
ddu bog SN820305 - only one small plant- where Knight recorded it as "abundant” in ¢.1910,
suggesting that there was more open water (in the form of bog-pools) in those days. In the
spring, a long haul up to the limestone pavement at Carreg-yr-ogof SN777215 was rewarded
by the rediscovery of Carex montana (Soft-leaved Sedge), not seen here for some years
(1976). Just two plants were seen on a rock-ledge (on the NW side) where they were safe
from the rapacious sheep, though small plants of C. caryophyllea (Spring Sedge) were
frequent in the tightly-shorn sward elsewhere at this site. The Limestone Polypody
(Gymnocarpium robvertiamim) was found (again only a few plants) in blocky limestone scree
on the northern slopes SN778216 of Carreg-yr-ogof.

The limestone ridge just east of Llandyfan SN647176 was also surveyed in 1991 and a nice
community of limestone grassland species were present - Saxifrage tridaciylites (Rue-leaved
Saxifrage), Carlina vulgaris (Carline Thistle), Erophila verna (Common Whitlow-grass),
Erodium cicutarium (Storksbill), Thymus praecox (Thyme) and, best of all, Helianthennum
nummularium (Common Rock-rose) which is decidedly rare in Carmarthenshire.
Helianthemum was independent recorded the previous year (at exactly the same place) by
Dawn Grey who also noted Koeleria cristata (Crested Hair-grass).

Surprisingly, a coastal flora was found in the nearby old quarry SN642173 which is being used
as a shooting range. Here, on sand dumped around the target areas, were plants normally
associated with the coast - Carex arenaria (Sand Sedge), Anthyllis vulneraria
(Kidney-vetch), Diplotaxis tenuifolia (Perennial Wall-rocket), Ononis repens (Restharrow)
and (Fern-grass) Desmazeria rigida. Not too far away, again on limestone very near the
source of the Liwchwr, Genista tinctoria (Dyer's Greenweed) was found on an old quarry
face, SN668178.

The coastal limestone cliffs at Dolwen Point, Pendine likewise hold uncommon plants, such as
Papaver dubium ssp.lecogii (P. lecoqii) (Yellow-juiced or Babington's Poppy) (with its
yellow sap which distinguishes it from the similar Papaver dubium (Long-headed Poppy)),
about thirty plants were found (new to the vice-county) growing on a burnt and disturbed area
of the cliff-slope; Carduus acanthoides (Welted Thistle) (first noted here last year) has
increased in this same area. Further east, Monotropa hypopitys (Yellow Bird's- nest) was
found amongst thick Salix repens (Creeping Willow) in the "bee-orchid ride" SN368039 of
Tywyn Burrows, and Calamagrostis epigejos (Wood Small-reed) (one small clump) was
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found in one of the rapidly vegetating old ash-lagoons SN460005 near Cefn Padrig. A type of
whitebeam, Sorbus croceocarpa, was rediscovered in an cakwood WSW of Llety-yr-ychen
fawr SN455015, Burry Port; it having been initially found here by the author on 15 June 1975,
and unsuccessfully searched for in the early 1980's. Four different-sized trees are present in a
natural oakwood perhaps suggesting that they are native (or just not planted) at this site. Sell
(1989) cites only one other locality (Menai Strait, Anglesey) where S. croceocarpa grows in
an apparently non-planted state. These trees near Burry Port comprise a 2nd VCR, as a
hedgerow tree of this species also occurs near Trapp.

A fruitless search was mounted in the late summer/early autumn to look for Mentha pulegium
(Pennyroyal), a diminutive mint of bare, often rather acidic, saturated sites. There are old
records, by the Swansea botanist J.A. Webb (in 1944) from the Upper Brynaman -

. Cwmllynfell area. A likely-looking area (on the map) - Cors helyg SN740136 - has now
unfortunately been filled in as a rubbish dump in the 1970's, but below the road on the
northern periphery, a fine bog/flush flora survives, albeit in a narrow strip of land. Amongst
the species recorded were both Round-leaved and Intermediate Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia
and D. intermedia) (a dozen plants), Rhynchospora alba (White Beak-sedge), Cirsium
dissectum (Meadow Thistle), Triglochin palustris (Marsh Arrowgrass) and - unusually for an
inland site -Phragmites communis (Reed) ; Equisetum telmateia (Great Horsetail) had a -
thriving colony on the roadside bank.

Another mire, NE of Ffynnon-newydd SN428276 near Llanpumpsaint, was also of
conservation importance, being an extensive area of unimproved rush pasture, "rhos" and bog -
(habitats that are now rather rare in Carmarthen District). Here, local plants include
Dryopteris carthusiana (Narrow Buckler-fern), its hybrid with D. dilatata (Broad Buckler-
fern) (=D. x deweveri), Carex curta (a few plants only), and - not far to the east - (near
Blaenygors SN436273) a thriving colony of Vaccinium oxycoccos (Cranberry). Myrrhis
odorata (Sweet Cicely) was well-established beside the farmhouse at Ffynnon-newydd itself
SN424273, A few plants of Dryopieris carthusiana were also seen on a remnant mire on the
Llwchwr flood plain below Llanedi SN593065; the river banks nearby supported the robust
Rorippa austriaca (Austrian Yellow-cress). Finally, some late survey work by the author and
R.D. Pryce in October was rewarded by the finding of a single plant of Huperzia selago (Fir
Clubmoss) in an old limestone quarry at Clogau-bach, Mynydd Du SN718193; chronic
overgrazing has eradicated it elsewhere on the Black Mountain,
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