










































Carmarthenshirc Flora Project: the 1991 season 

CRITICAL TAXA 

Nine Hieracium (hawkweed) specimens in NMW were provisionally determined in 1991 by 
Jim Bevan as H.strumoslIm, all from the northeast of the vc. GB now has the self-taught 
expertise to identify the microspecies of E.officillalis agg. (eyebright) and has provisionally 
determined 96 Carms. specimens accumulated in NMW. 24 additional specimens have been 
with the referee, Alan Silverside, for some time and their identifications are awaited. 

CARUM and SALICORNIA 

There were eleven new tetrad records for Carum verticil/atum (Whorled Caraway) and, with 
one exception, all were from the north-eastern quarter ofthe vc. The species remains 
undiscovered in several partiall0km squares on the periphery of the vc, these being SN02, 
SNlO, SNll, SN24, SN30, SN34, SS49, SS59, SN65, SN75 and SN82. Suitable habitats are 
probably absent from most of these squares but it is likely that the plant occurs in the 
northeastern parts of SNll and maybe in SN30. It should also be present in SN82. 
GB has added several new Salicomia (glasswort) records in 1991 whilst, from material 
collected in 1990, D.H.Dalby has confirmed or determined S.europaea from Cwmcelyn, 
SN318118, (GB & RDP); near Yspitty, SS558980, (GB & RDP); near Tir Morfa, SS532978, 
(IKM) and Llangennech, SN5650 1 0, (IKM); and Sjragi/is from Morfa Uchaf, SN3681 12, 
(GH); near Penallt, SN386068, (GH) and near Pant-yr-athro, SN371132, (GB & RDP). For 
distribution maps of other Salicornia records see Hutchinson (1991). S. pllsilla has proved to 
be far more widespread in the vc than previously thought. It is now known from nine tetrads. 

OTHER NOTABLE RECORDS 

Orobanche rapllm-genistae (Greater Broomrape) was recorded at a new site in 1990 and 
monitored in 1991 by Dai Stacey who reported c30 plants growing on Cytislls scoparius 
(Broom) in scrubby, cliff grassland at Wharley Point, SN339094. He also noted c20 plants 
growing on Ulex (gorse) at the Cwmcelyn colony, SN316125, in 1990 and 1991. James and 
Mary Illiff (J&MI) refound O.rapum-genistae opposite the entrance to Maescadog Farm, 
SN688394 and Dorothy Brookman and Mike Smith (DB&MS) reported that the previously 
known extensive colony east ofLlandovery, SN779344, extended onto the neighbouring 
tetrad at SN780344. A colony ofOrobanche minor (Common Broomrape) was discovered by 
GH in SN30T in May and from the same tetrad he also recorded Geranium colllmbinum 
(Long-stalked Crane's-bilI), G. pyrenaicum (Hedgerow Crane's-bilI), Nasturtium 
l1licrophyllum (Narrow-fruited Water-cress) and the planted hybrid willow, Salix x sepulcralis 
nothovar. chlysocoma. 

There were several records of Epipactis helleborine (Broad-leaved Helleborine) during the 
year: at Newfoundland Farm, SN6228; Rhandirmwyn, SN74W; near Cefn Rickett, SN73T; 
Cwm Clyd, Myddfai, SN73V; a rough field near Cwm-Rhuddan, SN766327 (all J&MI); one 
plant by the entrance to the upper track to Esgair-isaf, SN379232 (TSC) and three spikes on 
the roadside near Llanfihangel Cilfagen Church, SN575243, (DS). 

Twelve spikes of Pla/an/hera chloran/ha (Greater Butterfly Orchid) were reported in 1991 by 
Peter Wilde from the previously known site near Gwernogle in SN53N. IKM reports, 
however, that an unimproved pasture found in 1991 supporting P. chloran/ha together with 
abundant Dactylorhiza maculata subsp. ericetorlll1l (Heath Spotted-orchid) and Sanguisorba 
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offieinalis (Great Burnet) near Felindre, SN696306, has been completely destroyed by 
ploughing and re-seeding after he wrote to the farmer telling him of its floral interest. 

Two plants of Listera ovata (Common Twayblade) were found by GH growing on top of a 
laneside bank north of Pen dine, SN239103. His records also included: Ornithopus perpusilll/s 
(Bird's-foot) from Wharley Point, SN339094; MY/This odorata (Sweet Cicely) in Cwmduad 
village, SN376310; Fumaria eapreolata (White Ramping-fumitory) in a hedge at Draenog 
Farm, Graig, Burry Port, SN439018 and Coronoplls squamatus (Swine-cress) from south of 
StJohn's Hil~ Laugharne, SN304096 (IKM also found this species on a footpath at Bryn, 
SN556005). Also, GH determined the hybrid avens, Geum x intermedium, from material he 
collected at Ffairfach, SN613192, in 1987 and from woodland on the Carms. bank ofthe 
River Eastern Cleddau, west ofClynderwen, SN085187. 

A substantial population of Parentueellia viseosa (Yellow Bartsia) was found by RDP 
growing in damp disturbed ground at Garnant opencast site, SN683131, the first vcr away 
from the coast. Hyoeyamus niger (Henbane) was recorded for the flrst time since 1977 by 
Jane Kelsall growing very near to its old site in an open area at the edge ofPembrey Forest, 
SN392033, (pryce, 1991: note revised grid rer. for Hyoeyamus). 

The polypody fern, Polypodium eambrieum, was recorded by members of the BSBI party who 
visited Laugharne Castle, SN301107, in June (pryce, 1992). The hybrid buckler-fern, 
Dryopteris x deweveri (D.earthusiana x D. dilalala), was recorded in 1991 to the northeast of 
Ffynnon-newydd, SN428276, (IKM, field record) and material collected near 
Llanddewi-Velfi'ey, SN141179,by GH in 1986 also proved to be this hybrid 
(det.C.R.Fraser-Jenkins). The form of Hard Shield-fern Polystiehum ael/lealum forma 
eambrie/lm, was determined by GH from material collected by RDP in 1979 on limestone 
waste at Blaen-y-Van Ouarry, SN454115 and one plant of the clubmoss HlIperzia se/ago was 
found growing on the face of an old limestone quarry at Clogau Bach, Mynydd-Du, 
SN718193, out of reach of even the most agile sheep (IKM & RDP). 

Trisetum jlaveseens (Yellow Oat-grass) was recorded from four new sites, namely Mynydd 
Llanybydder, SN526397, (DB & MS); on the edge ofa forestry plantation at Aberhenwen, 
SN834290, (HJ.Killick (HJK»; around a memorial seat at Scott's Bay, Llansteffan, 
SN349099 (GH) and on a roadside verge at Mynydd Figyn, SN603303, (TSC). TSC also 
visited an abandoned chapelyard at Capel Iwan, SN294362, which had Lilium pyrenaieum 
(pyrenean Lily) and Polygonatum multiflonlm (Solomon's-seal) whilst he also recorded 
Primula veris (Cowslip) growing abundantly in Pengwern Bica Chapelyard, SN23T, together 
with Rhinanthlls minor (Yellow-rattle). 

Montia sibiriea (Pink Purslane) continues its relentless spread down the Tywi valley with 
IKM's record from broad-leaved woodland on the river cliff below Pont-ar-Ffynnant picnic 
site, SN50nOl. How long will it take to reach SN42? 

HJK's records included Vicia orobus (Wood Bitter-vetch) from a rocky slope near Waun Ddu 
Mire SSSI, SN818297; Myriophyllum altemiflorum (Alternate Water-milfoil) fi'om a flush at 
Tomen-y-Rhos, SN807297; Genista tinetoria (Dyer's Greenweed), SN825296, and Eqllisetllm 
,Iylvatieum (Wood Horsetail) SN827293; from north of the Usk Reservoir and Eleoeharis 
quinqllijlora (Few-flowered Spike-rush) by the Usk Reservoir at SN810280 
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Whitehill Down was the venue for a BSBI Field meeting in June. Those eminent botanists in 
attendance made several new records at this very rich and diverse grassland site. Included 
were Carex pallescens (Pale Sedge) and Lysimachia vulgaris (Common Loosestrife) (both 
det. AOC) and two Euphrasia ( eyebright) species provisionally determined by GH (pryce, 
1992). 

J&MI rediscovered Verbascum Jychnitis (White Mullein) from an old mine site in 
Rhandirmwyn, SN781435, last seen by Mrs Vaughan in the late 1960s. From the same tetrad 
they also recorded abundant Ornithopus perpusillus (SN798427), Primula I'eris, Campal1ula 
trachelium (Nettle-leaved Bellflower), Wahlenbergia hederacea (Ivy-leaved Bellflower) and 
Silene vulgaris subsp. maritima (Sea Campion). The latter was also present In SN74X and 
growing nearby was Cirsillm dissectllm (Meadow Thistle). 

A hedgebank 2 km south-southwest ofCwmann, SN576455, supported Filipendula vulqaris 
(Dropwort), normally a plant associated with graveyards in Carms and only the 2nd vcr away 
from such (TSC). Veronica agrestis (Green Field-speedwell) was recorded at two sites by 
HJK & Pauline Goodhind (pG): in Llansawel, SN6193 62, (with Lepidium heterophyllum 
(Smith's Pepperwort), the hybrid ragwort Senecio x ostenfeldii and Vulpia bromoides 
(Squirreltail Fescue) in the vicinity) and at Pystyllgwyn, north ofLlansawel. SN620379. 
Conium maculatum (Hemlock) was discovered on a roadside near Bolahaul, Talley, SN6532, 
by David Humphreys & PG whilst Kate Medcalfnoted Poa compressa (Flattened 
Meadow-grass) in restored opencast land near Penygroes, SN585140. Frank Webb reported 
frequent plants of Sanguisorba minor subsp. mllricata (= Spolygamum) (Fodder Burnet) 
growing on hedgebanks constructed about five years ago on the fDlmer Lamberts ColJielY 
opencast site at Carway, SN455067: this species was a constituent of the seed-mix used at 
that time (together with Medicago sativa (Lucerne» and has also been seen in similar 
situations at Capel Hendre, SN598116; Saron, SN607129 and Llandybie, SN610145 (all 
RDP). 

NEWLY DISCOVERED "GOOD SITES" 

Drosera intermedia (Oblong-leaved Sundew) was discovered by !KM at its fourth site in the 
vc, at Cors Helyg, Rhosaman, SN740136, a very species-rich series of flushes covering a very 
small area, p~ssibly under threat of future opencast mining. 

A superb valley mire at the head of the Nant-y-Garth east of Garth Farm, Ffarmers, SN676451 
to SN680451, was stumbled upon by RDP during the Lampeter meeting. Locally very 
abundant on the stream-sides was Wahlenhergia hederacea together with Hypericum elodes 
(Bog St John's-wort) growing amongst dominant Sphagnum carpets in the flushed valley 
bottom. Camm was locally abundant and Marsh Fritillary butterflies were present. Viola lutea 
(Mountain Pansy) was present in several fine populations at the summit of Garth Crags. 
SN679458 & SN680458 and was also found at Bryn-Nicol: locally frequent in sheep-cropped 
acid grassland at SN821443. A few plants were also seen on a laneside bank at SN819427 
(RDP& GH). 

At Maudsland, SN335344, in an area of acid grassland remaining where forestry plantings had 
failed, GH & RDP recorded two plants of Osmunda regalis (Royal Fern) and three plants of 
Dryopteris carthusiana (Narrow-leaved Buckler-fern) growing amongst dominant, tussocky 
Molinia caemlea (purple Moor-grass) with encroaching willow scrub. At SN330343 one 
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plant of Dryopteris affinis ssp. cambrensis (a subspecies of Scaly Male-fern) was found by 
RDP (det. GH) growing in Calluna-Erica (heather) dwarf-shlUb heath by an old quarry. 

Species-rich moorland and upland flushed sites were noted by several recorders, for instance 
near Blue Well Farm, Llanfihangel Rhos-y-Corn. SN506347, (lsolepis setacea (Bristle 
Club-rush), Scutellaria minor (Lesser Scullcap), Serratllla til1ctoria (Saw-wort», at Mynydd 
Llanllwni, eg SN511375, and at Mynydd Llanybydder, SN526397, (Hypericum elodes, 
Drosera rotundijolia (Round-leaved Sundew), Potamogetol/ polygonijolills (Bog P9ndweed), 
Wahlenbergia hederacea) (all HJK,DB &MS) and Mynydd Figyn, SN6330, (Carex hostiana 
(Tawny Sedge), Narthecium ossijragum (Bog Asphodel) and Eleocharis quinquij/ora) (TSC). 

J&MI produced an impressIve species list from Cam Nant-yr-Ast, SN74J, principally an 
. extensive area of Molinia dominated moorland, which included Dryopteris carthllsiana (from 
both SN735487 and SN731493). Carex curta (\\'hite Sedge), C.hostiana, c.rostrata (Bottle 
Sedge), Pinguicula vulgaris (Common Butterwort) and Rhinanthus minor together with 
putative hybrid sedges C.X involuta (C.rastrata x vesicaria) and C. xfulva 
(C. demissa x C. hostiana). Another upland site investigated by J&MI was the Ochr-y-Fforest 
ridge, cSN763377, where Geranium pusillum (Small-flowered Crane's-bill), Veronica agrestis 
and Ornithoplls perpusillus were seen. Further searching of this and similar well drained, 
gravelly hill-tops may be rewarded in early season by such species as Moenchia erecta 
(Upright Chickweed). 

A wet pasture at Banc Pystyllgwyn, SN622386, had for example, Carum, Alchemilla glabra 
(a Lady's Mantle), Anagallis terwlla (Bog Pimpernel) and Narthecium (HJK & PG) and a 
marshy field at Ael-y-Bryn, Brechfa, SN533303, was seen by TSC to have Gel/ista anglica 
(petty Whin) present with Carum. Call1ma (Heather), Erica tetralix (Cross-leaved Heath), 
Succisa pratensis (Devil's-bit), Narthecium etc. J&MI recorded Caru/11, Cirsiu/11 dissectum 
and Potentilla palustris (Marsh Cinquefoil) at Felin Newydd, SN63U and at Llwyn-y-Berllan, 
SN758374. They found Carum and Cirsium dissectuJI1 accompanied by Veronica sClltellata 
(Marsh Speedwell) and Scutellaria minor. 
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PLANT RECORDS OF INTEREST IN 1991 lK. Morgan 

The remaining semi-derelict or waste areas'that still occur in and around Llanelli are rich 
hunting-grounds for the botanist, providing transient or semi-permanent habitats that are 
colonised by species of early successional stages or disturbed ground - plants often referred to 
as "weeds". Due to the increased pressures on such plants in the modem townscape, gardens 
or wider countryside (herbicides, crop hygiene, urban reclamation programmes) many weed 
species have declined in recent years. 

One such plant is Mercurialis annl/a (Annual Mercury), which is nowadays, in 
Carmarthenshire, a rather rare species of disturbed situations on friable soils on the coastal 
belt, though, at best, it was never common in our area. In 1991, it was found at several 
localities - such as in the raised ornamental beds outside the entrance to Kidwelly Castle 
SN409069 and elsewhere in the same town SN407068; in the Seaside area ofLlanelli 
8S503989 (growing on soil where pipework had been laid) and with a rather distinguished 
weed flora around the "Neptune Hotel", Burry Port SN446007, where it was accompanied by 
Urlica urens (Small Nettle), Aelhllsa cynapium (Fool's Parsley), Viola arvensis (Field Pansy), 
Papaver dubillm (Long-headed Poppy), P. rhoeas (Common Poppy), Fallopia convoh'Ullls 
(Black Bindweed), Verbena officinalis (Vervain), Coronopus didymus (Lesser Swine-cress), 
and Foeniculllm vulgare (Fennel) and many others. 

Another rich site, discovered in 1991, were the vegetable allotments on the NW side ofBigyn 
Hill SS509998, restricted of access as the gardening enthusiasts have suffered theft of their 
produce in the past. Undoubtedly, the most noteworthy species present was Misopates 
oron/i1lm (Weasel-snout), last recorded in the county in 1944 (IA Webb at Cilymaenllwyd, 
Pwll). Misopates was frequent, together with abundant Stachys arvensis (Field Woundwort), 
and also Fallopia convolvulus (Black-bindweed), Viola arvensis (Field pansy), Erysimum 
cheiranthoides (Treacle-mustard) and the bulbous sub-species of Arrhena/herum ela/ills 
(False Oat-grass). A splendid patch of Sambuclls ebulus (Danewort) grows outsid'e on the 
north-eastern side of the allotments. 

The disturbed ground surrounding Parc Trostre SS527997 (an area of current extensive 
redevelopment) also has a diverse weed flora including a relative abundance of Artemisia 
absinthium (Wormwood), but also occasional plants of.the uncommon Geranium pllsillllm 
(Small-flowered Cranesbill) (exhibiting - amongst other features - the short-haired stem, which 
helps distinguish it from the commoner G. molle (Dovesfoot Cranesbill». Not far away, on the 
roadside bank SS51600 1 at the edge of the Coedcae School playing field, a large patch of 
Card aria draba (Hoary Cress) thrives, though the hybrid ragwort Senecio bicolor subsp. 
cineraria x S. jacobaea that once grew here has died out. Card aria, a rather rampant crucifer, 
can also be seen on the banks ofthe R. Gwendraeth-fach at Kidwelly SN407068 and also 
between Pembrey and Buny Port SN439014. Its first British record is said (Rich, 1991) to 
have been at Swansea in 1802. 

IIfercllrialis anl111a (Annual Mercury) was also recorded near the eastern end of the now 
thankfully-doomed road across Pembrey Saltings SN436003, where it grew with Elysimum 
cheiranthoides (Treacle-mustard), Al1chusa arl'ensis (Bugloss) and the handsome 
Cardlllls nutans (Nodding Thistle). Atriplex laciniata (Frosted Orache) with its silver-scaly 
leaves was growing on the strandline nearby SN436001 and a healthy population of this rather 
scarce and sporadic sandy-shore Atriplex was also found on the rapidly-accreting "Nose" of 
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Pembrey Burrows SS43-99- as well as one p ant at Tywyn Point SN35-06-. Further up the 
estuary, at Cefn Padrig (=Tywyn bach) SN4 2003, Glauciumjlavum (Yellow Horned-poppy) 
continues to thrive on the slaggy shingle, but this year less plants were noted on the shingle 
beach at Penrhyngwyn, Machynys SS517975 though Trifolium striatum (Knotted Clover), 
Vicia tetrmperma (Smooth Tare) and Lamiu i hybridllm (Cut-leaved Deadnettle) were 
present. Smooth Tare was also recorded at the old Ty-isaf rubbish tip, Penyfan SS513995, 
with Aethusa cyllapiul11 (Fool's Parsley) and a fine flowering clump also grows at Llandeilo 
Junction, S ofTrostre SS527991. Valerianella carinata (Keeled-fruited ,Cornsalad) was a 
noteworthy spring record from New Road, Furnace SN503012, several plants were growing 
in the lane and on the pavement just before the mineral line. The diagnostic seed shape was 
microscopically checked. . 

Another productive weed site was the rough ground lying to the north of the artificial lake at 
Sandy Water Park SN495005, on the site of the former Duport Steelworks. Here, amongst a 
range of commoner species, Matricaria recl/fifa (Wild Chamomile) was perhaps the most 
noteworthy; whilst the diminutive Sagina apefala (Annual Pearlwort) was abundant - if 
carefully looked for, on dry, clinkeIY soil here and at many other similar sites - urban 
wasteground, railway lines and also forestry rides inland. Forest and other rather acidic upland 
trackways also supported Aphanes inexpectata (= microcarpa) (Slender Parsley-piert); 
another probably somewhat overlooked species. Also inland were populations of Cicerbita 
l11acrop!Jy//a (Blue Sow-thistle), at the edge ofa F.C.plantation near Pentwyn S~'l"754276 and 
a roadside NNW ofBont-fawr SN713265; it also occurs abundantly at Llannon churchyard 
SN540085 despite the depredations of a goat! Another blue-flowered and robmt colonist is 
Cichoriul11 ifltylms (Chicory), found with frequency on the small former tip at the end of 
Belle-Vue Road, Bynea SS544994, where the individual plant reached 6 feet or so. What was 
thought to be Viola tricolor ssp. tricolor (Heartsease) grew on the edge of pub car-park 
nearby (SS545994), though confirmation is required. 

Some garden escapes are of interest - the hybrid geranium, Geranium x oxonianum, at 
Cwm-Morgan SN294349 and Arul11 italicul11 (Italian Lords-and-Ladies) in a hedge opposite 
Drefach-Felindre Post Office SN355386 (this species also occurs with some frequency along 
Dylan's Walk, Laugharne SN3081 12) whilst Gaultheria shallon, an ericitceous North 
American sub-shrub, was firmly established at the edge ofa plantation at Gelli Aur SN597197 
POlyg01l1l111 polystachyum (Himalayan Knotweed) was nqted at two roadside sites in the north 
of the county, at Tanyrallt SN547457 and NE ofGwaralli SN484389 near Llanybydder. This 
(like other rampant relatives) was once cultivated as a decorative garden plant but it has now 
spread from outcast rhizomes. 

Back on the coast, Sison amOll1l1m (Stone Parsley), a smallish umbellifer (whose leaves are -
accurately - said to smell of a mixture of petrol and nutmeg), was found by Barry Stewart at 
Penclacwydd SS530986, the first vice-county record since the mid, nineteenth century. 
Bromlls racel110SlIS (det P J 0 Trist) was found growing nearby in a hayfield just east ofTir 
Morfa-fawr SS540977; it is regarded as an uncommon grass of lowland Britain. Other coastal 
records of significance were the nationally declining Lepidilll11 latifolilll11 (Dittander) on the 
shoreline NE ofLlansteffan SN359111, and the coastal species of Toadrush - JIIIlCIIS 

ambiglllls - nt~ar Ffos-fach, Bynea SS555992 and NW ofCwm Celyn SN318122. Right in the 
west of the county, a single plant of Thla~pi arvense (Field Penny-cress) was noted on the 
roadside near Telpyn Farm SN181075. 
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Inspection of the urban shingle of the Mon Lliedi between Bryntirion Hospital SN513009 and 
Buckley's Brewery SN509005 led to the discovery of an unusual flora, that included many 
casuals that probably owed their origin to bird seed - Phalaris canariensis (Canary-grass), 
Lepidium sativlIm (Garden Cress), Echinochloa utilis (Japanese Millet), (a first record for 
Carms.), Linum lIsilatissimum (Flax), Lobularia maritima (Sweet Alison) and presumed 
Triticum aestivllm (Bread Wheat) amongst a more normal river shingle flora (such as frequent 
Bidens tripartila (Trifid Bur-marigold)). Some other species remain unidentified as workmen 
cleared this stretch of river before many plants could be collected in a suitably mature state. 
Most of the above species were recorded on the stretch of river between the Brewery and the 
small foot-bridge (SN509006). 

Pond and wetland sites also received much attention during the year, resulting in several 
noteworthy discoveries. The aforementioned Sandy Water Park SN495005 held Azolla 
filiculoides (Water Fern) (a third county record) and Ceratophyllum demersllm (Rigid 
Hornwort) (both first found by George Hutchinson), while Dafen Pond SN531 015, which has 
been cleared out and deepened in the last couple of years, supported the South American 
Water-milfoilMyriophyllum aqllaticum, a NCR. M aquaticum is often known in horticultural 
circles as 11 parrot's feathers 11 and is naturalized in a few stations in the milder parts of SW 
Britain (Chicken, 1977) - including Glamorgan. It is quite distinctive in the field as it has 
aerial, glaucous vegetative shoots u.nlike the other (commoner) water-milfoils. Lemna gibba 

·(Gibbous Duckweed) was recorded for the first time since Motley's unlocalized record of 
c.1840. It was recorded, in quantity, in the ditch N. ofGlanrhyd SN405041, on the edge of 
Pembrey Airfield as well as at other localities. It does not always achieve the gibbous 
(fattened) appearance as portrayed in books and in some ways it is a very unsatisfactory taxon 
as intermediates are known (with Lemna minor) elsewhere in the world. A more satisfactory 
record was Lemna minuta (L. minuscllla) (NCR and 3rd Welsh record) found in prodigious 
abundance in the man-made channel SN463013 that lies parallel with Ffordd-y-Wagen, Pwll. 

Elodea nuttallii (Nuttall's Waterweed) was noted at three sites - Pistyll Pond, Llandybie 
SN624167 (A.O.Chater); the Mon Llwchwr below Llanedi SN598065 and in the Tywi SW of 
Glantowy f~;m SN533208 though the last two records require confirmation. Another local 
riparian plant was Myosoton aquaticllm (Water Chickweed), found with some frequency in 
early autumn along the Gwendraeth Fawr below Pont Spwdwr SN433057 and also near 
Parc-y-llong SN437064; possibly this plant is partly overlooked because ofits late flowering. 
Perhaps a more surprising occurrence of this species was Barry Stewart's record from the 
Penclacwydd Wildfowl Centre SS530986. A variety of Almond Willow, Salix triandra var. 
hojJmanniana (det. G. Hutchinson, conf. R. D. Meikle), also occurred near Pont Spwdwr (1st 
VCR of variety). Polygonum minus is another quite easily missed species, the plants found at 
the Bishop' Pond, Abergwili SN443209, being the first record of this species since that ofDr. 
H. Jones below The Parade, Carmarthen at the end ofthe last century. Saxifraga granulata 
(Meadow Saxifrage) was noted at two sites - beside the Llwchwr at Glyn-hir SN643156 and 
the Mon Gwydderig SN805345 near Llandovery. The pink-flowered Monfia sibirica (Water 
Blinks) continues to spread down the Tywi (it used to be mostly found on the middle and 
upper sections of the river), with a new colony being discovered in riverside woodland near 
Ffinnant SN507201. The vigorous hybrid Enchanter's Nightshade Circaea x intermedia 
(well-known in the NE of Car mart hens hire) also continues to be found outside it's main area 
of distribution with plants noted on stable river shingle at Llangadog SN705278. Nearby 
(SN706278), a strong plant of Agrimonia procera (= odorata) (Fragrant Agrimony) was 
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growing, this species being much scarcer in the county than the closely-related Agrimonia 
eupatoria (Agrimony). 

Rubus saxatilis (Stone Bramble) was rediscovered in the upper reaches SN743 189 ofCwm 
Clydach on the northern flank of Mynydd Du, where it was last noted by D.P.M. Guile in 
1951. A substantial patch was growing on wet rocks under a partial canopy of Fraxinus 
excelsior (Ash) and Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan); associates were: Filipendllla ulmaria 
(Meadowsweet), Succisa pratensis (Devil's-bit Scabious), Valerianella dioica (Marsh 
Valerian), Primula vulgaris (Primrose), Cirsium palustre (Marsh Thistle), Athyrium 
.{ilixfemilla (Lady Fern) and more uncommon species such as Sanguisorba officinalis (Great 
Burnet), Alchemilla sp.( Lady's-mantle) and Phegopteris connectilis (Beech Fern). 
Presumably this community would once have been more frequent on other upland base-rich 
sites from where they have been eradicated by the removal of tree cover an intensive grazing 
pressures. There is another, less exactly-localised record by H.H. Knight (c1908) from near 
Gwynfe. Other noteworthy upland records were Utriclllaria millor (Bladderwort) at Waun 
ddu bog SN820305 - only one small plant- where Knight recorded it as "abundant" in c.1910, 
suggesting that there was more open water (in the form of bog-pools) in those days. In the 
spring, a long haul up to the limestone pavement at Carreg-yr-ogofSN777215 was rewarded 
by the rediscovery of Carex montana (Soft-leaved Sedge), not seen here for sonie years 
(1976). Just two plants were seen on a rock-ledge (on the NW side) where they were safe 
from the rapacious sheep, though small plants ofC caJ)lophyl1ea (Spring Sedge) were 
frequent in the tightly-shorn sward elsewhere at this site. The Limestone Polypody 
(G),lI1nocilrpillll1 roi>ertianum) was found (again only a few plants) in blocky limestone scree 
on the northern slopes SN778216 of Carreg-yr-ogof. 

The limestone ridge just ea~t ofUanrlyfan SN647176 was also surve~fcd in 1991 and a nice 
community oflimestone grassland species were present - Saxifraga tridac(J'liIes (Rue-leaved 
Saxifrage), Car/ilia vulgaris (Carline Thistle), Erophi/a vema (Common Whitlow-grass), 
Erodilll11 cicularium (StorksbiIl), 'fl1YI11US praecox (Thyme) and, best of all, Helianlhemlll11 
nummularit/m (Common Rock-rose) which is decidedly rare in Carmarthenshire. 
Helianthemum was independent recorded the previous year (at exactly the same place) by 
Dawn Grey who also noted Koeleria cristata (Crested Hair-grass). 

Surprisingly, a coastal flora was found in the nearby old quarry SN642173 which is being used 
as a shooting range. Here, on sand dumped around the target areas, were plants normally 
associated with the coast - Carex arenaria (Sand Sedge), Anthyllis vulneraria 
(Kidney-vetch), IJip/otaxis teJ1uijolia (perennial Wall-rocket), Ononis repens (Restharrow) 
and (Fern-grass) Desmazeria rigida. Not too far away, again on limestone very near the 
source of the L1wchwr, Genista tillctoria (Dyer's Greenweed) was found on an old quarry 
face, SN668178. 

The coastal limestone cliffs at Dolwen Point, Pendine likewise hold uncommon plants, such as 
Papaver dubium ssp.lecoqii (P. /ecoqii) (Yellow-juiced or Babington's Poppy) (with its 
yellow sap which distinguishes it from the similar Papaver dllbillm (Long-headed Poppy», 
about thirty plants were found (new to the vice-county) growing on a burnt and disturbed area 
of the cliff-slope; Cardlllls acanthoides (Welted Thistle) (first noted here last year) has 
increased in this same area. Further east, Monotropa hypopitys (Yellow Bird's- nest) was 
found amongst thick Salix repens (Creeping Willow) in the "bee-orchid ride" SN368039 of 
Tywyn Burrows, and Calamagrostis epigejos (Wood Small-reed) (one small clump) was 
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found in one of the rapidly vegetating old ash-lagoons SN460005 near Cefn Padrig. A type of 
whitebeam, Sorbus croceocarpa, was rediscovered in an oakwood WSW ofLlety-yr-ychen 
fawr SN455015, Burry Port; it having been initially found here by the author on 15 June 1975, 
and unsuccessfully searched for in the early 1980's. Four different-sized trees are present in a 
natural oakwood perhaps suggesting that they are native (or just not planted) at this site. Sell 
(1989) cites only one other locality (Menai Strait, Anglesey) where S. croceocarpa grows in 
an apparently non-planted state. These trees near Burry Port comprise a 2nd VCR, as a 
hedgerow tree of this species also occurs near Trapp. 

A fruitless search was mounted in the late summer/early autumn to look for Mentha pUlegium 
(Pennyroyal), a diminutive mint of bare, often rather acidic, saturated sites. There are old 
records, by the Swansea botanist JA Webb (in 1944) from the Upper Brynaman -
Cwmllynfell area. A likely-looking area (on the map) - Cors helyg SN740 13 6 - has now 
unfortunately been filled in as a rubbish dump in the 1970's, but below the road on the 
northern periphery, a fine bog/flush flora survives, albeit in a narrow strip ofland. Amongst 
the species recorded were both Round-leaved and Intermediate Sundew (Drosera rotllndifolia 
and D. intermedia) (a dozen plants), Rhynchospora alba (White Beak-sedge), Cirsium 
dissectllm (Meadow Thistle), Triglochin palustris (Marsh Arrowgrass) and - unusually for an 
inland site -Phragmites communis (Reed) ; Equisetllm telmateia (Great Horsetail) had a· 
thriving colony on the roadside bank. 

Another mire, NE ofFf)lilnon-newydd SN428276 near L1anpumpsaint, was also of 
conservation importance, being an extensive area of unimproved rush pasture, "rhos" and bog· 
(habitats that are now rather rare in Carmarthen District). Here, local plants include 
D,yopteris carthllsiana (Narrow Buckler-fern), its hybrid with D. dilatata (Broad Buckler­
fern) (=D. x deweveri), Carex curta (a few plants only), and - not far to the east - (near 
Blaenygors SN436273) a thriving colony of Vaccinillm oxycoccos (Cranberry). Myr,.his 
odorata (Sweet Cicely) was well-established beside the farmhouse at FfYnnon-newydd itself 
SN424273. A few plants of Dlyopteris carthl/siana were also seen on a remnant mire on the 
Llwchwr flood plain below Llanedi SN593065; the river banks nearby supported the robust 
Rorippa austriaca (Austrian Yellow-cress). Finally, some late survey work by the author and 
R.D. Pryce in October was rewarded by the finding of a single plant of Huperzia selago (Fir 
Clubmoss) in an old limestone quarry at Clogau-bach, Mynydd Du SN718193; chronic 
overgrazing has eradicated it elsewhere on the Black Mountain. 
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