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Since its publication, he had maintained detailed files in which the nomenclatural pedigree of all 
the species is set out; copies of these are preserved in our Department and at the Botany School, 
University of Cambridge. Some further glimpses of the man at work may be of interest: as a young 
botanist I was continually amazed by his extraordinary facility in the use of the library, and there 
is no doubt that his close familiarity with the older literature was one of the factors that contri­
buted to his great nomenclatural expertise. Seeing him at work, I was more than once reminded 
'of a master organist at the console of his instrument. This may seem fanciful, but there was more 
than a passing resemblance as he effortlessly brought successive volumes into play while reaching 
a scholarly conclusion. At other times, as after a convivial lunch with some old botanical friend, 
he seemed more like a trapeze artist, performing amazing feats of mental gymnastics, yet always 
landing on his feet with a firm grasp on the elusive name that he was seeking. 

Latterly he devoted much time and effort to the nomenc1atural problems that arose from Flora 
Europaea, and the principal editors of this most significant enterprise have been among the first 
to pay tribute to him for the important contribution that his nomenc1atural editing provided. A 
quotation from the Tea Phytologist (the Cambridge ephemeral, satirical botanical review) of Spring 
1964 illustrates the unique veneration in which his nomenc1atural skills were held by his con­
temporaries: 'We learn that Manuals are shortly to be exchanged for STD or Species Telephonic 
Dialling. The system is simple: just look up the Plant Number in the Gould Index and dial. You 
will then hear the recorded voice of J. E. Dandy giving the correct name, followed by the authority, 
reference to the original publication and a description. Initially there will be a choice of Latin or 
English ... .' 

The great standard oak of the British nomenc1atural forest has fallen; those of us who were 
privileged to know him well will remember him with gratitude and affection. It remains to be seen 
if any of the junior saplings, who for so long have been sheltered by his expertise, can now grow 
so as to fill worthily the great gap in the canopy of British botanical scholarship. 

ALAN JAMES SOUTER 
(1916-1976) 

J. F. M. CANNON 

Alan Souter died on 22nd June, 1976, while 'mapping' by himself near Portsoy, Banffshire, with 
his notebook in one hand and his pencil in the other. 

Born at Gourock, Renfrewshire, on 9th June, 1916, he graduated from Glasgow University with 
honours and became a teacher of mathematics. During the Second World War he served in the 
meteorological division of the R.A.F. and afterwards moved north to Buckie, where he taught 
mathematics at Buckie High School. There he became Senior Mathematics Master and Assistant 
Rector and was latterly in charge of the curriculum, a very exacting appoin tment. 

Having been interested in plants from an early age, Alan Souter became one of the best field 
botanists in Scotland. Most observant in the field, he added many new records to the lists for 
Moray, Nairn and Easterness, refound Saxifraga hirculus in Aberdeenshire (after much searching) 
and was the first to find Crassula tillaea in Westerness. At the time of his death he was making 
detailed distribution maps for Banff, v.c. 94. He and his wife, Marion, accompanied me on many 
outings. He will be sadly missed, especially by those concerned with the plants of north-eastern 
Scotland. 

WILFRED ERNEST WARREN 
(1896-1976) 

M. McC. WEBSTER 

Wilf Warren died suddenly on 6th May, 1976, shortly before his 80th birthday. By profession he 
was an electrical engineer but since childhood he had had a great interest in natural history, botany 
in particular. His first notebook was written up at the age of 7, and in adult life (in addition to 
meticulous botanical records) he kept a naturalist's diary which makes most interesting reading. 
His last task was to bring this up to date. 



OBITUARIES 421 

He became a life member of the B.S.B.1. at the age of 21 and supported the Society by leading 
field meetings, recording for the Map Scheme and participating in plant surveys. His herbarium 
was left to the Haslemere Museum. Wilf was a committee member of the Surrey Flora Committee 
and one of the major contributors to the new Flora. He continued to help the Surrey botanists 
to the end, participating in their further work of site-recording and conservation. In addition he 
encouraged interested beginners by holding botany classes at his home. 

In later years he took up bryology and, to a lesser degree, lichenology-this despite the fact 
that he had completely lost the use of his right arm and had the added disadvantage of being 
colour blind. 

Born in Farnham, Wilf lived all his life in north-west Surrey and had an unrivalled knowledge 
of that region. The loss of such a person whose botanical knowledge and recollections stretch 
back over 70 years is irreplacable, and his many friends miss not only this expertise but also a 
cheerful companion who was always ready to give of his time and his knowledge. 

J. E. SMITH 


