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SCOTlAr-;D 

LAKE OF MENTEITH, WEST PERTH. 14TH lV!'iE 

This meeting, which was held jointly with the Glasgow Natural History Society, was attended by 17 
members and friends. The ohject wa, to examine the vegetation of the north-western shore of the 
lake, together with that of the neighhouring Loch Macanrie and of the intervening ground. 

A start was made from a point just east of MaIling where the main road closely approaches the lake 
shore, and the party then followed the shore to the south for some di,tance. A good variety of marsh 
and aquatic species was noted along the margin, including [soeres lacusrris, Lvsimachia vulgaris, 
Lycopus europaeus, Callirriche hermaphrodirica, Poramogeton perfoliatlls, P. gramineus, Scirpus 
lacustris, Carex vesicaria and C. hirta. Nearhy, rough damp pasture produced Carex curta and a good 
variety of other Carex species, together with Dactylorhiza purpurella, D. ericetorum, and their 
hybrid D. x formosa. A drier hank had a colony of Meum athamanrieum, and a good stand of 
Dryopleris spinulosa grew in a scattered birch wood with D. dilatata and the putative hybrid D. X 

deweveri. A barley field close to the lake shore had Viola arvensis in quantity and some Lycopsis 
arvensis, the latter apparently a scarce plant in the area. 

During the walk across the 'moss' to Loch Macanrie we were fortunate to find Carex paupercula in 
very small quantity, growing in unusually dry conditions, with Vaccinium oxyeoccus nearby. A damp 
track produced Ranunculus hederaeeus and Lythrwn portula. Loch Macanrie, though of limited 
extent. is of more than ordinary interest. having a marginal flora which includes two beds of Cladium 
mariscus, a very local plant in Central Scotland, and Nymphaea alba mixed with some Nuphar lutea. 
An area of poor fen carT, on the north side of the loch, had Cullitriche illtermedia and Dryopteris 
spinulosa, while an open Sphagnum lawn had abundant Vaccinium oxycoccus and Carex paupercula 
in greater quantity and in a much more typical habitat than that noted earlier. 

The return to the cars \\as uneventful save for the sight of a quantity of Viola lutea in rough 
pasture. The onset of heavy rain, which had threatened all day, brought the day's proceedings to a 
hurried end as far as the main party was concerned. but two members elected to continue round the 
west and south sides of the Lake. They reported no further finds of particular note. Although not 
strictly relevant to the meeting report, it is of interest to mention that one member, while travelling 
to join the party, collected a species of Amsinckia which at present awaits determination. Another 
member independently found Baldelfia rllllunculoides. 

Our thanks are due to Dr R. Keymer, local A.R.O. of the N.C.C., who kindly made arrangements 
regarding access and also provided useful information about the flora of the area. 

A. McG. STIRLING 

MARLEE AND STORMONT LOCHS, E. PERTH. 21ST JCNE 

A total of 16 members and friends attended this joint meeting with the Perthshire Society of Natural 
Science. Unfortunately one of the leaders, Mr Robson, was not able to attend, due to ill health. We 
were particularly pleased that the owners of Loch Marlee area were able to come with us. The aim of 
the meeting was to explore contrasting area, of fen at these two lowland lochs, and this aim was 
successfully achieved. 

The somewhat calcareous Marlee fen was particularly noteworthy for its range of Cariees, with 
Carex aquatilis, C. cllrta, C. diandra. C. disricha, C. echinata, C. flacCll, C. nigra. C. panicea and C. 
rostrala. It was also nice to find Daetylorlziza incarna[{l subsp. incarna[{l and D. pllrpurella. We 
managed to walk round virtually the entire shoreline of Stormont Loch, exploring the fen where we 
could. Even the normallv inaccessible north-western fen was reached bv means of a convenient 
fallen tree. The fen at Stormont was rather eutrophic in status and was' outstanding for its huge 
population of Lysimachia thyrsiflora, flowering freely. Other plants of special interest were Bidens 
cernua, B. tripartita and a Calamagrostis, of which Nicky Stewart collected a specimen for his mother 
to determine its taxonomic status. Even the pinewoods fringing the loch were not without interest, 
with two fine stands of Goodyera repel/5. 

F. FRENCH & R. SMITH 
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TWEED VALLEY, SELKIRKSHIRE. 28TH-29TH Jt:l'E 

Ten members met at Melrose and the first day was spent by the River Tweed at Yair and at 
Sunderland Hall. On the second day the Caddon Water at Caddon Head was explored and 
Windlestraw Law (2163') climbed. There were some interesting old records to be followed up at Yair 
and the Upper Caddon Water is a remote area of V.c. 79, previously unworked by the recorder, 
although part of a grade-one S.S.S.l. Many new records were made for the relevant squares. 

Under threatening skies the party arrived at Ashiesteel Bridge to follow down the west bank ofthe 
River Tweed to Yair Bridge. Scirpus syll'aticus was soon found and a small colony of Lysimachia 
vulgaris provided the first localized record for v.C. 79. The finding of Carex aquatilis by the rivers 
edge and again on a small island caused excitement, as this was one of the Berwickshire Naturalists' 
records of 1877 which we had hoped to refind. This is the second extant site in the county for this local 
sedge. Salix triandra, checked by the Howitts, was a new v.c. record. Steep flushed banks produced a 
luxuriant Carex community of C. laevigata. C. sylvatica and C. pallescens. Other species of note seen 
in the course of the morning were Carex remota. Chrysosplenillm alternifolium. Circaea intermedia. 
Cochlearia officinalis. Hypericum humifilsum. Poa chaixii. Polygonum bistorta, and Valeriana 
pyrenaica. 

The riverside banks of the Tweed and Ettrick at Sunderland Hall failed to produce any notable 
records. Symphytufll (UberOSlllll interested those from south of the Border. Hopes were raised for 
possible Polvstichum setiferllm but closer examination revealed flaccid P. aculeatum in deep shade. 
However Hieracillm grandidens provided a second v.c. record. We were fortunate that the day had 
remained dry. 

The follo~ing day dawned bright and clear and boded well for the visit to the higher ground of the 
Moorfoots. At Caddon Head Poplllus tremula. a decidedly local species in the area. was present and 
several bushes of Juniperus communis. another local species. were seen across the valley on scree. 
The rough drive towards Scroof left the cars. including the Howitts' venerable Rolls. strung out and 
abandoned along the verge as the track steadily deteriorated. However all were safely retrieved later 
in the day. On ascending the Birehope Burn. Listera cordata was local on Sphagnum under Calluna 
and in Merlins Cleuch Myosotis brevifolia was seen. The party split up here. some members 
ascending the monotonous slopes of Windlestraw Law where the blanket bog at the summit 
produced abundant Rubus chamaemorus. although Carex bigelowii, recently found on the v.c. 78 
side, was absent. Those who did not reach the highest ground were rewarded with the only record of 
the day for Sedum villosum. This area had been disappointing with a poor variety of species, partly 
due to the lack of basic habitats. To end the day a quick visit to Hare Cleuch. a densely wooded 
section of a nearby burn with Betula and Salix aurira. failed to live up to expectations. with no species 
of note. 

R. W. M. CORNER 

LOCHMABEN. DUMFRIESSHIRE. 4TH-6TH JULY 

Ten members took part in the meeting. the object of which was to visit under-recorded places in the 
eastern part of the vice-county. Five areas were chosen which had not been visited recently. 

During the three days. white forms of Cirsiulll palustre. Prunella vulgaris. Valeriana officinalis and 
Erica tetralix were commented on. Euphrasias and subspecies of Agrostis canina and Myosotis 
arvensis were examined. A few specimens were collected for identification. New county records 
were not numerous. but it was a successful and enjoyable week-end. and, as recorder ofv.c. 72. I feel 
greatly rewarded by the interest and hard work of all those who took part. 

On the first day we visited an S.S.S. I. on the Dryfe Water. This is in a narrow valley, whose steep 
banks are clothed with native woodland of predominantly hazel, elm (Ulmlls glabra). ash and 
willow. Salix nigricans. S. x strepida and S. x multinervis were noted here. Other interesting 
additions were Arabis hirsuta. C arex hina. C. lepidocarpa. C. disticha and C. acutiformis. Common 
constituents of the ground flora of the area were Filipendula ulmaria, Mercllrialis perennis and 
Circaea lutetiana, together with Valeriana dioica and V. officinalis. 

On the second day we visited a moss on Cleuchfoot Farm. behind Wauchope Old Schoolhouse, 
which might have a claim to fame for its still large population of Andromeda polifolia. Here there was 
much Sphagnum with Vaccinillln oxycoccus. frequent Drosera rotundifolia, patches of Dactylorhiza 
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fuchsii and D. ericetorum. a spread of Nanhecilllll ossifragllm and some sedges. Nearby, beside the 
B7068. we found a much more varied roadside bank. In a wet area we found a small stand of 
Phragmites australis. C arex aClltiformis. C. disticha. C. palll'scens. Filipl'l1dula ulmaria. Valeriana 
officinalis and Viola palustris. 

Further north up the Esk valley we paused a Bentpath. where there is a good width of fixed river 
shingle. A few of the 23 additions made here were Svmp/zyrum officinale var. purpureum. 
Chenopodium bonus-henricus. Agropyron caninum. Prunus padus (a common Dumfriesshire tree). 
Salix nigricans and S. pllrpurea. At Enzieholm Bridge on the Esk Mimulus guttatlls was found, while 
at three other sites Mimulus guttatus x M. IWells was noted. At the confluence of the Black and 
White Esks much joy was expressed by all at seeing such a spectacular rocky scene and finding Salix 
phylicifolia. Galillm boreale. G. sterneri. Anrhyllis vulneraria. Solidago virgaurea. Anrennaria 
dioica. Pinguicula vulgaris. Selaginella selaginoides and Dactylorhiza pllrpurella. By the Bailiehill 
Mill Burn there was a good flush with orchids. Trollius ellropaeus and Valeriana officillalis. 

On the last dav we found that the banks of the Black Linn. covered in alder. beech and ash. were 
rich in ferns. with a specially beautiful stand of Phegopteris collnectilis. There were lingering Adoxa 
moschatellina leaves and leaves of Chrysosplenium alternifolium. Two interesting plants in flower 
were fasione montana and Vicia angllsrifolia subsp. bobarrii ( a new v.c. record). Lower down. where 
the Glenkill Burn reached level ground. an interesting grass/sedge pasture spread on either side of its 
banks. 

A final bonus was added to this successful field meeting. after the farewells had been said. when a 
member of the party refound a colony of Carex paupercula in a moss near Lochmaben. The 
predominant sedge in closest proximity was C. curta. 

M. E. R. MARTI]\; 

KIN LOCH RANNOCH. PERTHSHIRE. 12TH JLL), 

The aim of this meeting was to visit two sites of botanical interest in the vicinity of Kinloch Rannoch. 
The party consisted of some 25 members and friends of the Society. In the morning the numbers were 
augmented by some 20 mem bers of a Mountain Flowers course from Kindrogan Field Centre. led by 
J. Grant Roger. 

The first site was a small area of limestone pavement near the road on the north side of 
Schiehallion. a type of habitat rarely encountered in the Highlands. Amongst the principal plants of 
interest were several which are typical of a woodland habitat rather than an exposed mountain side. 
but surviving due to the shelter and nutrients provided by the limestone pavement. Encountered 
were Convallaria majalis. Hedera helix. Thalicrrum minus. Arabis hirsuta. Coeioglossum viride. 
Saxifraga aizoides, tiny Care.\' cap ilia ris , Asplellium l'iride and Thelypteris roberliana. Near-by a wet 
flush had lush specimens of Carex capillaris, Eriophorum latifolium and funcus alpinoarticulatus. 

The party. now reduced to 20, climbed the south slopes of Beinn a' Chuallaich in the afternoon. 
Wet flushes on the lower slopes had fine stands of Kobresia simpliciuscula. Carex capillaris. ]uncus 
triglumis. Eleocharis quinqueflora and Saxifraga aizoides. Higher. on small limestone outcrops 
protruding through the heather, POIentilla cralllzii, Thlaspi alpestre and C arex rupesrris were in small 
numbers. the latter probably a new record for this mountain. The day was concluded in the 
descending mist. with the discovery of Betula nana in the high level wet peat moor. 

I would like to thank the landowner for his co-operation and interest and Dr R. A, H. Smith for 
acting as deputy leader. 

R. J. D. McBEATH 

KINDROGA]\;. PERTHSHIRE. 20TH-27TH .-'\UGl'ST 

Recent years have seen a succession of residential B.S.B.1. meetings at the Kindrogan Field Centre 
of the Scottish Field Studies Association. each meeting designed to deal with a critical group of 
plants. Thus recent courses have included major genera such as Salix. Rubus. Rosa and 
Potamogeloll. However. many smaller groups, notably those given as aggregates on field recording 
cards. lacked coverage. This meeting was designed to redress this. Inevitably some groups received 
more attention than others and the interests of both leader and participants decreed that Euphrasia 
was to become the central theme of the meeting. This report also concentrates on those groups not 
previously given coverage. 
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The vicinity of Kindrogan itself (v.c. 89). including the grassy banks and arable land along the 
River Ardle. were enough for the opening day. Indeed. the range of interests possessed by the party 
meant that we could hardly pass a single species without critical comment. The Centre grounds 
contained a number of plants of Rumex longifolius x R. obtusifolius, with the suspicion of 
back-crosses to the parents. Woodland edges had Myosotis arvensis subsp. umbrata, a frequent plant 
of disturbed woodland sites and apt to be confused with M. sylvatica. Here we had M. sylvatica as a 
garden escape. for comparison. The forestry road produced various Epilobium species. Polygonum 
aviculare and P. arenasfrum. Drropteris x fal'ehi and. on the public roadside, a convincing bush of 
Salix x ambigua. 

Euphrasia arctica subsp. borealis. in its glandular form, had been seen along the forestry road. but 
the walk along the river-bank was designed to give the party a clear concept of the species in pure 
state, in preparation for problems to come on later days. Isolated from other species, E. arc-tiea was a 
uniform and distinctive plant. Rhinanthus was not so easy, the variable Strath Ardle plant tended 
towards subsp. minor, the predictable plant for the habitat, but had undoubted 'stenophyllus' 
characters. Mentha x verticillata and !H. x piperiw also occurred along the river. as did Hieracium 
subumbellatiforme and H. reticlllatum. Turnip fields produced Caleopsis speeiosa, C. bifida and C. 
tetrahit. the last as the tall. yellow var. sulphurel/Iil. 

Friday was to be the 'hybrid dav'. with a visit to shingle systems of the River Tay at Ballinluig and 
Caputh (v.c. 88). The extensive, long-stabilized shingles of Ballinluig form a mosaic of base-rich and 
base-poor areas and, while Euphrasia aretica again occupied the grassier sites, E. micrantha 
occupied the open, heathy areas. The two species are so different that Euphrasia still remained 
'easy', but hybrids were frequent and much of the E. arctica showed signs of introgression. E. arctica 
was here as its long-glandular-haired 'Perthshire form' ('E. brevipila \'ar. notata' sensu C.T. W.), but 
it became clear during the week that the length and abundance of glandular hairs varies considerably 
within single populations. 

Rhinanthus minor subsp. stenophyllus was typical and convincing at Ballinluig. Rumex tenuifolius 
occurred on the most acidic. sandy areas and was compared with starved individuals of R. acetosella. 
An open shingle island visited the previous year for it> complex of hybrid willows was again a target, 
this year for a hybrid swarm of Senecio x viscidulus. A patch of Silene maritima x S. vulgaris was a 
bonus, repeating an old record for the site. 

Caputh had a distinctly horticultural component in its reed-swamp and woodland nora, with such 
established plants as Astrantia major. Ph}'socarpus opulifolius and Salvia glutinosa. Another critical 
pair were Aster novi-belgii and A. x versicolor. while the native nora included Thalictrum minus 
subsp. majus. Potentilla x mixta. Senecio x ostenjeldii. Hieracium retieulatum and H. subcrocatllm. 
The adventurous waded to see Lupinus nootkatensis and its hybrid with L. polyphyllus (account in 
preparation). and also saw a convincing bush of Rosa afzeliana x R. mollis. 

On the Saturday we headed west to ~ome fine mountain cliffs near Ben Lawers (v.c. 88). The now 
familiar Euphrasia arc!ica ('Perthshire form') was along the roadside. while wet ditch-banks 
produced the first E. scottiea. However, as we ascended from the roadside. the genus was no longer 
so easy. A zone of E. arc·tiea x E. scottica.largely replacing both parents, occupied the lower slopes. 
while as we reached the base of the cliffs, a zone of E. frigida x E. scottica was in evidence. On the 
wet, turfy ledges of the cliffs themselves occurred the pure E. frigida needed for interpretation of the 
plants below. Rhinanthlls also showed some zonation. with subspp. stenophyllus and lillfonii 
occurring at the base of the cliffs and subsp. borealis on ledges at the higher levels, as part of the rich 
alpine flora of the site. Also seen were Carex delllissa x C. hostianl1, C. delllissa x C. lepidocarpa, 
Hieracium anglicum. H. pseudanglicum and Alchelllilla filieaulis (sensu stricto). During the descent. 
a few de pauper ate ElIphrasia plants. apparently without hosts, were seen in lochside gravel. 

On the road north to Glen Lyon we found a typical ElIphrasia situation. E. micrantha was the 
natural plant of the moorland site but E. scottica was again associated with the ditches and E. aretiea 
had spread along the grassy roadside. Disturbance had broken down ecological breeding barriers 
and E. micrantha was crossing with each of the other species. 

On Sunday. with several participants present and willing to take a series of measurements, simple 
biometric analyses become possible. as successfully performed on a previous Salix meeting. Thus the 
Straloch moraine. close to the field-centre. was the venue for a more careful look at the now familiar 
hybridization of E. arctica with E. micrantha. The vegetation was a mosaic of heather and more 
base-rich grassland and a large hybrid swarm appeared to have formed. 54 plants were colJected and 
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sUbsequently each was scored for 11 characters. Resulting scatter diagrams confirmed the subjective 
impression that though two very different species were involved, there was continuous 
intergradation from one species to the other. 

A leisurely afternoon inspection of other sites around Enochdhu produced Hieracillm 
umbel/atum, H. subumbellatiforme and a complex variety of roses, while E. scottica in a base-rich 
Tojieldia-flush showed clear signs of introgression. 

Monday was an upland limestone day, with visits to Tomphubil and SchiehaIIion (v.c. 88). The 
small limestone outcrop at TomphubiI supports limestone turf with Genrianella amarella subsp. 
druceana as a notable plant. Ignoring nasty-looking Euphrasiae by the roadside we headed for the 
"good" turf and were rewarded by the hoped-for E. confusa, growing with the Gentianella. E. 
micrantha was in the surrounding heather and E. arcrica was on the roadside. The fringe habitats 
could now be explored and, predictably, hybrids of E. confusa with each of these species were found. 
In rough turf was a population with characters of both E. confusa and E. nemorosa; such stabilized 
hybrid populations are more common in central Scotland than pure E. nemorasa, which becomes 
largely coastal. This probable hybrid population was crossing further with both E. arctica and E. 
micrantha, illustrating the problems of attempting to name specimens from roadsides and other 
heterogeneous habitats. 

Loch Kinardochy lies close to the outcrop and its peaty flushes receive some calcareous water. 
Typical E. scottica was seen in these flushes but. where the flushes become grassier and more basic, 
E. confusa x E. scottica formed stabilized populations. The final Rhinanthus of the week, subsp. 
monticola, was also here. On the limestone pavements of Schiehallion the Euphrasia approaches E. 
nemorosa but shows some confusa influence, a situation further complicated near the road by 
hybridization with E. arctica. Thalictrllln minlls subsp. minus was seen in the pavement, while the 
complex of flushes, some acidic. some highly basic. below the outcrop and bordering 
Lochan-an-Daim had }uncus alpinoarticulatlls, Eriophorum tatifolium and a large colony of 
Sparganium minimum. 

The final day was spent on the limestone hill of Ardtulichan. near Killiekrankie (v.c. 88). The now 
predictable Euphrasia taxa were seen in appropriate habitats: E. arctica, E. confusa, E. scottica, E. 
micrantha, E. arctica x E. confusa and E. confusa x E. scottica, the last in great quantity in the more 
calcareous flushes, again with Rhinanthus minor subsp. monticola. At least one plant was 
demonstrably E. arctica x E. confusa x E. micrantha; such triple hybrids are probably quite 
frequent, though their identification from herbarium material would be difficult and highly 
speculative. The flushes also contained }uncus alpinoarticulatus and the upland form of Equisetum 
hiemale, while Listera cordata amongst the heather pleased visitors from the south. In the meadows 
below were Bramus hordeaceus and B. x pseudothominii growing conveniently together. During 
the descent, a large mushroom the size of a dinner-plate, Agaricus macrosporus, enticed the 
photographers away from flowering-plants. 

A final evening stroll at Kindrogan was to look at thistles. The clump of Cirsiwn x wankelii had 
not, unfortunately, chosen to flower this year. so a more dramatic sight was the colony of the 
conspicuously white-tomentose C. arvense var. illcanum. Ironically, the one Euphrasia that had 
eluded us during the meeting, E. rostkoviana, was also found by the leader at Kindrogan, a day later. 

This was a meeting on which we all pooled our knowledge and I would like to express my thanks to 
all who took part. All an McG. Stirling gave valuable help with Hieracium and Rosa and Brian 
Brookes provided the essential organization and local knowledge. 

A. J. SILVERSIDE 

IRELAND 

KINGSCOURT, co. CAVAN. 26TH-29TH JUNE 

The object of the meeting was to explore further the area in which four counties, Monaghan, Cavan, 
Meath and Louth, meet in a very small radius, and from which few, if any, recent botanical records 
had been made, apart from those in the course of quick forays by botanists in the early years of the 
century and during the field work for the Atlas of the British flora. While the attendance was very 
poor- only one other member in addition to the leaders participated - the results were most 
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rewarding. A wide variety of habitats was visited and 23 species were added to the flora of County 
Monaghan (v.c. H 32). while the number of species recorded for the grid squares H 70. H 80 and N 89 
visited was 216. 217 and 260 respectively. A preliminary reconnaissance by the resident co-leader in 
the Kingscourt area produced such adventives as Campanula rapunculoides. Sisymbrium orientale 
and Symphytum x uplandicum. while Ficus carica was found on a wall in Kingscourt. 

Because of the small attendance the party concentrated all its efforts on County Monaghan. The 
first day was spent in an area of lake and limestone outcrop north-west of Carrickmacross (H 
840038). At a cave area known as Finn Macool's Cave (H 8-11058). limestone outcrop and associated 
woodland held species including Fraxinus excelsior. Prunus spinosa. Crataegus monogyna and 
Euonymus europaeus. Geum urbanum. Hmcinthoides non-scripta. Listera ovata and Anacamptis 
pyramidalis occupied the woodland floor. with Dr.';opteris filix-mas and D. borreri in strength. 
Polypodium australe on the outcrops and Rosa rubiginosa on the limestone grassland were noted as 
additions to the county flora. Across the road Lough A 'Phuca was next visited. Here the surrounding 
marsh yielded Scutellaria galericulata. Veronica anagallis-aquatica (new to H 32). Crepis paludosa 
and twelve Carex species including C. pallescens and C. acutiformis (new to H 32). A further addition 
to the county flora was Bromus commutatlls. The party next visited a quarry and wooded rock 
outcrops in Tirgaravan townland (H 812050). where further limestone caves were noted. Species 
added to the county flora included Cardulls tenllitlorus. Geranium lucidum. Sanguisorba minor. 
Verbascum thapsus and Cotoneaster microphyllus. In addition. Orobanche minor. Geranium 
columbinulIl. Lamium album. Melica lIniflora. Maehringia trinen·ia. Coeloglossum viride and 
Orchis mascula were noted. 

Day two was spent exploring areas of lake and limestone outcrop to the south of Carrickmacross. 
The edge of Rahans lake (N 832981). fringed with Phragmites illlstralis. Scirpus lacllstris and 
abundant Carex vesicaria. backed by Alnus glutinosa and Carices including C. acutiformis. C. 
remota, C. paniculata. C. lepidocarpa (first confirmation of this record for H 32) and C. disticha, also 
held Scutellaria galericulata and Veronica catenata. A parking area by the lake produced Coronopus 
squamatus, an addition to the county flora. Roadsides nearby were notable for Chaerophyllum 
temulelltum and Geranium pvrenaicllm not previously recorded in H 32. The abundance of Prunus 
domestica subsp. insititia planted in hedgerows in the area was notable. being as common as other 
species normally found in such habitats. At Carrickshedoge (N 843990) limestone rocks and 
pavement produced Geranium columbinum. Allthyllis vulneraria. Antennaria dioica, Thymus 
drucei, Pilosella officinarum and C arex carvophl·llea. while Sieglingia decumbells suggested 
leaching. Orchis moria found by Donal Synnott on a previous visit (new to H 32) appeared to have 
been severely grazed. Acinos arvensis and Papaver dubium by the roadside were noted as additions 
to the county flora. A wooded outcrop nearby held a very rich ground flora on a rocky floor. As 
before, Polypodium australe occupied an outcrop. Rubus saxatilis. new to the county flora, and 
Mercurialis perennis were the most notable among others including Ranunculus auricomus, Allium 
ursinum, Sanicula europaea and Melica uniflara. The roadside by the school yielded Lalium italicum 
and Agropyron caninum. abo new to the country 110ra. The day's programme concluded with a visit 
to a cut-away peat bog at Corcreeghagh. Co. Louth. V.c. H 31 (H 908023). where Donal Synnott 
showed us the station for Salix nigricalls. On the return to base two of the party paid brief visits to two 
small lakes at Killark (N 868981). where additions to the county flora were Hydrocharis 
morsus-rallae and Epipactis palustris. Other species noted here were Ranunculus lingua, Parnassia 
palustris, Carex lepidocarpa. C. diandra. Gnnnadenia conopsea. Nymphaea alba, Nuphar lutea and 
Utricularia minor. Carex riparia at Descart Lough (N 822(75) was a further addition to the county 
list. 

The third day was spent in the vicinity of Carrickmacross. where acid Silurian rocks underlie the 
area to the west of the limestone. Greaghlone Lough and nearby woodland (H 754028) were first 
visited. Lakeshore species included Veronica catenata, Bidens cemua, Montia fOlltana, Littorella 
uniflora, Pep/is portula, Lycopus europaeus. Menyallthes tri(oliata and Potamogeton polygoni(olius. 
Vaccinium myrtillus was found in the nearby wood. Lough Bane (H 712(95) north-north-west of 
Shercock was fringed with Cicllfa virosa. Typha latifolia and Carex curta, while the lakelet to the 
south-west provided a classic example of transition from open water to acid bog with active 
Sphagnum development. CallwlII vulgaris was already present with Drosera rotundlfolia. Viola 
palustris was also noted. Other species seen on the acid ground nearby were Erica cinerea, Cailuna 
vulgaris. Salix x smithiana, Carex binervis, C. demissa. C. Dvalis. C. piluli(era, Nardus stricta and 
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Platanthera chlorantha. An addition to the county list was Polypodillm vulf<are. En roWe to Sock, 
Lake (H 778108), Salix triandra. S. pentandra, Spiraea salicifolia and Osmunda regalis were noted. 
The stony shore of Rocks Lake were not very rewarding. Nymphaea alba and Nuphar lwea were seen 
in the lake. Baldellia ranunculoides and Littorella uniflora were noted. Hedgerows nearby held a 
rose which had white flowers tipped with pink in bud and appeared referable to Rosa mollis. This 
rose was frequent in many habitats visited by the party. Thus concluded a very successful meeting. 

D. SYNNOIT & c. BREEN 

LOUGH CARRA, CO. MAYO. 25TH-27TH JGLY 

Though this meeting received ample advance publicity the attendance was little short of disastrous. 
Despite an article on the meeting appearing in the Newsletter of the Society and several pleas to 
British members to attend. four persons attended the meeting. one of whom travelled from England. 
Two other British botanists paid a flying visit. 

Though a visit to the shores of Lough Carra was planned for Friday 25th, it was decided that a more 
fruitful course would be to liaise with members of the International Botanical Excursion to Ireland, 
who were in the area at the same time. Consequently the party joined the larger group and visited 
several areas of blanket-bog in the vicinity of Mallranny, ending off the day with a visit to the summit 
of Minnaun on Achill Island. We could just about see the shores of Lough Carra from here' 

On Saturday our first stopping point was at the geological junction between the acid and limestone 
rocks at Partry. west of Lough Carra. Here we encountered our first critical groups. Carex flava agg. 
and Dactylorhiza hybrids. A visit to the west side of Lough Mask was next made. where Hypericum 
canadense flourishes along with Lvcopodillm inllndatum. The sandy heath in the vicinity yielded 
Filago minima, Radiola linoides and Anagallis minima. Our next stop was Keel Bridge on the 
western shores of Lough Carra (we had finally made it!). where an interesting fen community occurs 
alongside some good limestone pavement. The interesting fen plants include Ophrys insectifera and 
spotted forms of Dactylorhiza incarnata. Caret serotina was found to be plentiful along the lake 
shore. The final stop of the day was at the northern shore of Lough Corrib to pay homage to 
Spiranthes romanzojfiana. and at a small lake at Maum where Eriophorwn gracile was noted. 

Sunday the 27th was the final day of the meeting and the B.S.B.I. contingent left the larger group 
. .md headed for the karst areas of Lough Mask at Dringeen. Here Allium schoenoprasum was found 
in some quantity. A visit to the north eastern shore of Lough Corrib yielded little of interest, so the 
party moved on to investigate a hill of limestone north-west of Headford. Gymnocarpillm 
robertianum has been recorded from here but it was not located. but Vicia orobus and Epipactis 
atrorubens were noted in some quantity. The meeting ended with a visit to the south-western shores 
of Lough Mask where the interesting woodland on the Hill of Doon was examined. 

Though the attendance was small much useful work was done in the area. as many specimens of 
critical taxa were collected along with detailed species lists from the visited sites. 

T. CGRTlS 

S.W. CLARE. 23RD--24TH AUGCST 

This weekend meeting. attended by twelve members and friends, including three children, was 
favoured by one of the all too few spells of fine weather experienced this summer. The aim of the 
meeting was to investigate a part of the County which is under-recorded. despite records for a 
number of rarities, some of which date from the last centurv. 

Saturday was devoted mainly to investigating the remnants ofthat once large expanse of bog which 
occupied much of the triangular area defined by Kilrush, Kilkee and Doonbeg. Our first stop at 
Moanmore Lough provided the best example of the bog flora of the area before a century and a half 
of turf cutting had taken its toll. Sphagnum species, including S. imbricatum, S. capillifolium and S. 
magellanicum. dominated. Rhynchospora alba was present in the wetter parts and Drosera 
rotundifolia, Erica tetralix. Scirpus cespitosus and Vaccinium oxycoccus were frequent. A feature of 
the area were the Sphagnum cuspidatum-dominated bog pools. occupying in many cases what 
appeared to be former peat cuttings. These pools supported populations of either Drosera 
intermedia or D. anglica: mixed populations were not seen. From a single pool where Eleocharis 



REPORTS 117 

multicaulis was noted specimens of S. cuspidatwn 35 cm in length were collected. Species associated 
with the lake itself and its margins included Tvplza latifolia, Sparganium minimum, Littorella 
unif/ora, Bidens tripartita. Lotus uliginosus, Lycopus europaeus and Achillea ptarmica. Young 
specimens of OSlIlunda regalis were abundant on the peaty lake margins, while mature plants were 
noted on islets which were not subject to grazing and along the surrounding field boundaries. 

In the afternoon the party proceeded to Tullaher Lough. stopping en route at Moyasta, where the 
salt marsh on an inlet of Poulnasherry Bay yielded a species list which included Carex extensa, 
Limonium humile, Parapholis strigosa. Salicornia eumpaea and Spartina anglica. At Tullaher Lough 
extensive beds of fruiting Vaccinillln ox;o;coccus, in parts providing almost lOO'7c cover on low 
Aulacomniwll palustre hummocks. created a most attractive display at the north-eastern side. Carex 
echinata, C. limosa and C. lasiocarpa, which was sterile (determination by A. C. Jermy), were the 
principal sedges associated with this community. Prior to the meeting, Bidens cernua, Lycopus 
europaeus and Veronica scutellata had been recorded from elsewhere on the lake margin. In water­
filled peat cuttings a short distance from the lake, flowering Urricularia minor was ab~ndant, while 
Hypericum elodes was noted bv the edge of a slY'all pond. Old records for Eriocaulon aquatica 
and Lobelia dortmanna as well as a record for Erica ciliaris in C"bele Hibernica were not, however, 
confirmed, and it is probable that these species are now extinct at their stations in S. W. Clare. At the 
end of the day the party drove along the windswept and treeless Atlantic coast road to Goleen Bay 
west of Kilkee, where Asplenium marinwll, Junclls ranarius, Pulicaria dysenterica, Oenanthe 
crocala, Scirpus cemus and Salllollls \'alerandi were recorded. Here. and also in several places along 
the inland return route to Kilkee, j'IJontbretia appeared to be perfectly naturalized and spreading. 

Sunday morning was spent at St Senan's Lough, east of Kilrush, which was briefly visited in 1978 
by Maura Scannell. when Carex Cl/rill, CatlloroslI aql/atica and Sellcio x ostenfeldii were recorded. 
Today, the greater part of the 18 ha of open water recorded in the 1841 Ordnance Survey supports a 
surface covering of species such as Carex diandra, C. rostrata, Erioplwrum angustifolium, 
Menyanthes trifoliata, Potw/logetoll polygonifolius. Potentilla palllstris and Veronica scutellata. In 
the much constricted bodies of open water Potamogeton natans and Typha latifolia were the 
principal species, with Hypericum elodes common at the water's edge. Bare mud at the northern 
margin of the Lough provided the habitat for Catabrosa aqllatica: here also a single patch of 
RaT/unculus sceleratus was noted, which served to up-date an 1890 record by Stewart. At the 
southern side, where the water table was lower, a very tall growth-form of Polytrichum commune 
occupied an extensive area. The lowering of the water table. particularly between 1839 and 1895, 
when a drop of almost 2 m was recorded, has been the most important factor in the development of 
this interesting and varied vegetation cover. 

On Sunday afternoon the first of two stops was west of Knock village at a regenerating woodland 
which was felled for its oak timber at the turn of the century. Fraxinus is now the most common 
species but some mature Quercus petraea and Ulmus glabra are also present. Species of the herb 
layer included Athyrium filix-femina, Carex remota, C. sylvatica, Danthonia procumbens, 
Dryopteris carthusiana and Gel/m urbanum. From here the party travelled north to Knockerry 
Lough, a small mesotrophic lake where Apium inundatum and fsoetes sefacea were recorded in 1978 
by Maura Scannell. Addition species noted on this occasion included Alisma plantago-aquatica, 
Elodea calladensis, Hypericum elodes, Littorella IIniflora, Lycopus europaeus and Sparganium 
erectum. Rather surprisingly, there appear to be no records of E. canadensis for South Clare. In this 
context the presence of the species in some abundance in Knocka Lough and its surrounding drains, 
which were investigated prior to the meeting, is of interest and suggests that, as in the case of many 
other species, the distribution maps at present available for the area poorly reflect actual distribution 
patterns. 

M. J. P. SCANNELL & M. O'CONNELL 


