
























FLORISTIC APPRAISAL OF MARL PITS 165 

is this fact wh.ich must have played an important part in determining the current plant species 
diversity of pits in the areas surveyed. It is clear that the pits represent a former farming practice and 
decline is inevitable. Further survey is required to aid selection for conservation of at least some of 
the better quality examples of a disappearing biological resource. 
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PLATE 4. Aerial view of ma rl pits near Roseacre (SD4336) in the Fylde of Lancashire taken on 3rd June 1963. 
Aerofilms Limited , copyright La ncashire County Council. 
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PLATE 3. Photographs of chromosomes of lasione montana L. (1) 1. montana var. montana, n=6. 
All chromosomes are at first anaphase but a laggard bivalent (arrowed) has only just begun division. 
(2) 1. montana var. litoralis, n=6+ 1/3. All chromosomes are in first anaphase but laggard 
chromosomes (arrowed) have not yet moved to the poles of the cell . One /3 chromosome is present 
(/3) . (3) 1. montana var. montana, n=6. All bivalents at diakinesis. (4) 1. montana var. litoralis, 
n=6+ 1/3. All chromosomes are in first telophase. One /3 chromosome is present. Scale bars on 
photographs equal 5/-Lm . 


