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in all the taxa measured, and PC3 identifies the few characters that separate the hybrid from both 
parents. This distribution of character types among the first three coordinates may be expected in 
instances of hybridization where i) the parental taxa are separated by a morphological 
discontinuity, ii) the hybrid plants are less numerous than either parent, and iii) most of the 
characters of the hybrid fall within or between the parental ranges (categories 2-4). As all three 
criteria are fulfilled by most examples of natural hybridization, principal coordinates analysis 
represents a powerful tool for investigating hybridization and deserves to be more widely used. 
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