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the sheet of the Savage Catalogue 715/74 (LINN) as the lectotype. Cook (1966) says he has seen 
this specimen and has no reason to doubt Benson's designation. P.D.S. has labelled the specimen 
as the lectotype. 

R. hederaceus forma natans Moss, Camb. Br. Fl., 3: 139, pI. 144 (1920) 
No type was designated, but judging from the distribution given, there were obviously a great 
many syntypes. The original drawing made by E. W. Hunnybun for pI. 144 is in the Botany School, 
University of Cambridge. It is labelled " Hemingford Common [Huntingdonshire], May, 1900", 
but there is no specimen to go with it in CGE. P.D.S. has therefore selected as lectotype a 
specimen in CGE which is cited with the original description. It is labelled "Rheinflache bei Kruft , 
15 Aug. 1861, Dr Wirtgen Herb. PI. Crit. Fasc. 10, no. 546", on which Moss has written, "R. 
hederaceus L. , floating form. Not R. homiophyllus Ten." Cook (1966) considers that forma natans 
has no genotypic basis. 

R. hederaceus vaT. grandiflorus Babington, Man. Br. Bot. 5 (1843) 
There are two syntype gatherings in Babington's herbarium in CGE made before 1843 and labelled 
by him as vaT. grandiflorus. 
1) Floating on the water in a small pit near the Monastery, Charnwood Forest, Leicestershire, 20 

June 1837, C. C. Babington. 
2) Needwood Forest, Staffordshire, 15 June 1837, C. C. Babington. 
Both are R. omiophyllus Ten. P.D.S. has selected the first as the lectotype. The second becomes a 
paralectotype. 

R. floribundus Babington in Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., seT. 2, 16: 397 (1855) 
All the material on which Babington based his description is in his herbarium in CGE and is so 
labelled in his own handwriting. There are six syntypes: 
1) In a pond by the road on the common at Denver, Norfolk , 2 June 1853, C. C. Babington. 
2) In a pit on the common at Denver, Norfolk, 2 June 1853, C. C. Babington. 
3) On the mud by the pond on the common at Denver, Norfolk , 2 June 1853, C. C. Babington. 
4) In a pond near Legge's Farm near Hatfield, Herts., 12 June 1855, C. C. Babington. 
5) Hedon, near Hull , 7 Sept. 1853, W. W. Newbould. 
6) In stagnis Siciliae, Prof. Gasparinii. 
In selecting a lectotype, uncertain specimens and those not fulfilling the required characters should 
be rejected first. Number 6 can be rejected as Babington himself says it only "appears to be 
floribundus". Number 3 has no floating leaves and therefore shows only some of the characters. 
The remaining four sheets are excellent specimens. A careful comparison of these specimens with 
the original description enables 4 and 5 to be rejected on one or more grounds and for the Denver 
plants to be regarded as those that best fit the description. Both are good specimens, but number 2 
shows the rooting at the lower nodes and good sepals. It thus fits the description exactly and is 
designated as the lectotype. It is R. peltatus Schrank and R. floribundus must be reduced to a 
synonym of that species. Sheets 1 and 4 are also R. peltatus. Sheet 5 and possibly 3 are R. baudotii 
Godron. Sheet 6 is R. aquatilis L. 

R. peltatus vaT. (vel forma) lacerus Druce in Rep. botl Soc. Exch. Club Br. Isl. , 5: 272 (1919) 
Druce stated that this plant " differs from the type in the floating leaves being irregularly cut into 
acute, wedge-shaped segments, sometimes with the apices prolonged into long, comb-like parts." 
There are three syntypes in Druce's herbarium in OXF collected from the River Don, Alford , N . 
Aberdeen by Druce in 1918 and labelled by him as " R. peltatus vaT. (vel forma) lacerus", all of 
which are R. peltatus Schrank. One of these can be rejected because the laminar leaves are not 
prolonged into capillary appendages. Both of the remaining sheets are good specimens and 
S.D.W. has designated one of them as the lectotype. This specimen has the longer capillary 
appendages of the two and thus best fits the description. This sheet is marked "Don" in Druce's 
handwriting. 
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