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Professor D. H. Valentine died in Manchester on 10th April, 1987. He was born in Salford on 16th 
February, 1912, and was educated at Manchester Grammar School and St John's College, 
Cambridge. Initially involved with plant physiology, his research interests soon led him to consider 
the relationships and distribution of flowering plants, a move to plant taxonomy which he pursued 
for the rest of his life. In 1936 he was appointed Curator of the Herbarium at the University of 
Cambridge and, in 1938, gained a Fellowship at St John's College there. During World War 11 he 
was employed by the Ministry of Food to carry out research into methods for dehydrating 
vegetables. In 1945 he was appointed Head of the Department of Botany in the, then, Durham 
Colleges in the University of Durham, first as Reader and later, in 1950, as Professor. In 1966 he 
returned to his native Manchester (which, he always avowed, was sch6n), where he was Professor 
of Botany until his retirement in 1979. 

Valentine was a vigorous member of the Editorial Committee of Flora Europaea (which of his 
colleagues can forget his insistent query at one meeting, "what the hell is NERC"?, as the vogue 
for such abbreviations moved towards the current unintelligibility), a member of the Council of the 
Linnean Society of London (1968-71, 1976-80), President of the International Organization of 
Plant Biosystematists (from 1974) and President of the Botanical Society of the British Isles from 
1977 to 1979. In the late 1960s he was prominent in the group which undertook to assess the 
potential effects of the dam at Cow Green in Upper Teesdale and was instrumental in the related 
research programme. 

His early studies on variation in Viola riviniana, during the 1940s, led Valentine into the then­
developing field of genecology. He soon expanded into the broader field of what would come to be 
known as biosysteniatics, first by exploring the relationships between Viola riviniana and V. 
reichenbachiana (later extending this to considerations of the cytogenetical relationships between 
these and other violets) and then by his studies on Primula. He clarified the patterns and processes 
of hybridization between British primulas, both in the field and in the experimental garden, 
showing, amongst other things, the role of endosperm breakdown in accounting for the differential 
success of reciprocal hybrids. In the field and in the laboratory Valentine's interests extended to 
Centaurea, Impatiens, Potentilla and Senecio. His Presidential Address to The Botanical Society of 
the British Isles, in 1978 (Watsonia 12: 201-207, 1979), not only outlined the scope of his own 
researches but also provided a most stimulating overview of the current British biosystematic 
scene, in which amateur and professional members of our Society were making, or could make, 
their mark. 

Together with such contemporaries as Bi:icher, Gregor and Merxmiiller, Valentine was 
prominent in the European group which counterbalanced the North American, largely 
Californian, school in the heyday of biosystematics during the 1950s and 1960s. His perceptive 
studies of, above all, Viola and Primula, his introduction of the concepts of abrupt and gradual 
speciation, and his continuing concern with the interrelationships between taxonomy and ecology, 
have ensured his distinguished place in European botany. In addition to his considerable 
contributions as editor and author for Flora Europaea, Valentine wrote OVer 30 scientific papers 
and edited the volume resulting from the valuable international meeting on 'Taxonomy, 
Phytogeography and Evolution', which he organized in Manchester in 1971. 

Despite the research record outlined above, however, Valentine was, above all, a great teacher. 
In 1951 I entered his Department as a callow undergraduate. Quite properly, 'the Professor' was 
viewed with awe. It soon became evident that his kindly, though firm, guidance was leading to our 
absorbing some of his knowledge and love of the British flora. His well-organized lectures and field 
trips (always designed so that a glass of beer was at hand during the midday stop) were 
instrumental in cultivating our appreciation of plant taxonomy. During the final examinations, how 
we were helped to overcome our nervousness by the cherries and strawberries which he produced 
during the intervals of the practicals! 

I was the fourth, I believe, of his numerous graduate students. Unstintingly, he supported us 
with ideas and the unpublished data from his work on Viola and Primula, with which to prosecute 
our Ph.D. programmes. We were allowed into the tea-time discussions during which Valentine and 
Dr Jack Crosby introduced us to the art of friendly, though gladiatorial, debate. Afternoon tea at 
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his home with Joan and their five children was always a delight and a welcome reminder of the 
family life often missed by those of us living in college or digs. Nor was the conversation confined 
to matters botanical - Valentine's appetite for detective novels was a pleasurable, and much 
discussed, revelation. 

I am not sure how often a callow student becomes the friend and colleague of 'the Professor'. 
This was certainly the case between David Valentine and many of his students. His numerous 
distinctions never caused him to lose his empathy with people, especially the young- the 'common 
touch', as Kipling put it. We, his students, were privileged to have David Valentine as our mentor 
and friend; we are grateful for his life. 

D . M. MOORE 

(b) 

PLATE 3. David Henriques Valentine (1912-1987) . a) Probably taken in the early 1950s; courtesy of Mrs H. 
Parsons. b) Taken in 1967 at a Flora Europaea symposium in Seville; courtesy of D . M. Moore. 


