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FIGURE 5. Polygonum mite Schrank X P. minus Huds. from Lough Neagh, Northern Ireland, August 1984,
Parnell & Simpson D20 (TCD). Scale bar = 20 mm.

leaf length:breadth ratio are rather more variable than previously thought (Webb 1984 and pers.
comm.) Both these latter characters are useful for distinguishing P. minus from both P. hydropiper
and P. mite, but not for separating the last two from each other. This is particularly emphasized by
the leaf length:breadth ratio, so that the leaves of P. minus are up to 8-5 times as long as broad
whereas those of the other two species are up to 4-5-4-8 times as long as broad. The leaf shapes and
sizes of P. hydropiper and P. mite may thus be very similar. Therefore, as is often the case, it is best
to use a combination of the characters given in Table 2 to delimit the species, rather than rely on
only a single character.
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