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v.c. H38, Co. Down. Below bridge at Raleagh, east of Ballynahinch, 31 August 1986, W. J. Harron
(sterile); fruit from same tree, 24 Oct. 1987 (both in CGE).

S. devoniensis has broad, shallowly lobed, grey-tomentose leaves and large, rounded, brown to
orange-brown fruits. It is distinguished from S. subcuneata by its larger, rounded-based leaves,
dense crown and usually larger, browner fruits. The fruits, however, vary in size, the smaller
remaining more orange when ripe, but duller than in S. subcuneata (fide M. E. Proctor). The leaves
of . croceocarpa are very similar to S. devoniensis, but are even more shallowly lobed, have more
veins and the teeth terminating the main veins are broader. The fruits of S. croceocarpa are bright
orange or reddish-orange when ripe.

Several trees at Waters Meet, near Lynton, Devon have the leaves sharply and more deeply
lobed. It has been suggested that these are either a distinct taxon, called admonita by E. F.
Warburg, or a variant of S. subcuneata, but they have the broad rounded leaf base and dense crown
of S. devoniensis and are in my opinion best included in that species. The apparently native
distribution of this endemic species in the south-western peninsula of Great Britain and south-
eastern Ireland is interesting and further consideration needs to be given to the trees in Co. Down
and Isle of Man. It does not seem to be a tree which is much planted.

A plant grown from seed of a specimen of typical S. devoniensis collected at Waters Meet and
examined by Q. O. N. Kay was tetraploid with 2n = c. 68.

Sorbus croceocarpa P. D. Sell, sp. nov. Holotype: The Mound, Lleiniog, Anglesey, v.c. 52, GR 23/
620.791, 1 October 1980, R. Hattey L2 (CGE).

Vernacular name: Orange-berried Whitebeam.
Tllustration: Ross-Craig, Draw. Brit. Pl. 9: 33 (1956) as S. latifolia.

S. devoniensis E. F. Warb. affine, a quo foliis lobatis obscurioribus, venis lateralibus numerosiori-
bus, fructibus maturescentibus croceis differt. Ab S. latifolia (Lam.) Pers. quo nomen id plerumque
false cognita, foliis magnioribus obtusiore serratis venis lateralibus numerosioribus distinguibilis.

Arbor ad 21 m alta, corona lata rotundata compacta adornata. Truncus ad 1-7 m in ambitu.
Cortex griseo-brunnea, aspera, vade fissurata. Rami patentes vel ascendentes; ramuli griseo-
brunnei, crassi; ramuli hornotini rubro-brunnei, plus minusve tomentosi pilis arachnoideis vestiti,
lenticellis subrotundis ellipticis numerosis praediti. Gemmae 5-12 mm longae, 4-7 mm latae,
ovoideae; squamae virides marginibus angustis brunneis. Folia 7-5-15 cm longa, 5-5-12 cm lata,
1-2-1-6(-1-8) —plo longiora quam lata, supra hebete obscure viridia, subtus griseo-viridia, in
Octobris aurescentia, utiliter ovata, interdum elliptica, rare obovata, apice plus minusve acuta, basi
utiliter late rotundata interdum late cuneata, duplicato-serrata dentibus latis acuminatis (sed
obtusiusculis) nervos primarios terminantibus prominentibus, aliis multo minoribus, aliquot folia
lobis vadis, supra glabra, subtus aequaliter tomentosa pilis arachnoideus vestita; vena laterales
utrinque (8-) 9-11; petioli 1-5-3-5 cm longi, plus minusve tomentosa pilis arachnoideus vestiti.
Inflorescentia floribus 8-85, dilute odoratis; pedicelli 5-27 (~40) mm longi plus minusve tomentosi
pilis arachnoideis vestiti. Sepala 2-3 mm longa, triangulari-ovata, apice plus minusve acuta, plus
minusve tomentosa pilis arachnoideis vestita. Petala 6-9 mm longa, 5-0-6-5 mm lata, late ovata,
acetabuliformes. Stamina 18-22; filamenta 7-10 mm longa, albiuscula; antherae cremeae. Styli 2,
viridiusculi, basi connati. Fructus 11-22 mm longus, 11-16 mm latus, subglobosus vel leviter longior
quam latus vel leviter latior quam longus, maturescens flaviusculo-croceus vel saturate croceus
interdum rubro-complano, lenticellis parvis mediocribusque numerosis et basin versus paucis
maxima praeditus.

Tree up to 21 m with a broad, rounded, compact crown. Trunk up to 1-7 m in circumference. Bark
greyish-brown, rough, shallowly fissured. Branches patent or ascending; twigs greyish-brown,
thick; young shoots reddish-brown, more or less tomentose, with numerous subrotund and elliptical
lenticels. Buds 5-12 X 4—7 mm, ovoid; scales green, with narrow brown margins. Leaves 7-5-15 X
5:5-12 cm, 1-2-1-6 (~1-8) times as long as broad, dull dark green above, greyish-green beneath,
becoming deep yellow in October, mostly ovate, sometimes elliptical, rarely obovate, more or less



SORBUS LATIFOLIA AGGREGATE 393

acute at apex, usually broadly rounded, sometimes broadly cuneate at base, doubly serrate with
broad prominent, acuminate (but rather blunt) teeth terminating the main veins, the other teeth
much smaller, some leaves often with very shallow lobes, glabrous on upper surface, evenly
tomentose on lower surface; veins (8-) 9-11 pairs; petloles 1-5-3-5 cm, pale green to reddlsh-
brown, more or less tomentose. Inflorescence with 8-85 flowers, with a faint, sweet smell; pedicels
5-27 (-40) mm, more or less tomentose. Sepals 2-3 mm, triangular-ovate, more or less acute at
apex, more or less tomentose. Petals 6-9 X 5-6-5 mm, broadly ovate, concave. Stamens 18-22;
filaments 7-10 mm, whitish; anthers cream. Styles 2, greenish, connate at base. Fruit 11-22 x 11-16
mm, subglobose, or slightly longer than broad or broader than long, ripening yellowish-orange or
deep orange, sometimes flushed red, with numerous small and medium lenticels and a few larger
ones towards the base.

In all specimens of which I have seen living ripe fruit they are bright orange. They are marked
below with an asterisk. T. C. G. Rich has seen a tree in which the fruits are brown and the leaves of
which neither he nor I can distnguish from S. croceocarpa. It is marked below with a dagger. The
taxonomic position of this tree is not clear, but for the present it is best included in S. croceocarpa.
Local recorders should attempt to establish fruit colours of those records based on pressed
specimens.

Distribution: v.c. 6, N. Somerset. * A large tree, Leigh Woods, Avon Gorge, 30 June 1957, P. J. M.
Nethercott (OXF); still there (GR 31/561.733) with saplings nearby, 1980, C. M. Lovatt. Lovatt also
records other trees by the Leigh Woods quarries at GR 31/564.739, 31/559.744 and 31/558.744.
v.c. 11, S. Hants. In a plantation, West Meon, 3 June 1935, A. N. Cater (BM); 1 September 1935, E.
C. Wallace (RNG).

v.c. 17, Surrey. Near Burgh Heath, 30 July 1916, C. E. Salmon (BM, RNG) (see Salmon, Fl. Surrey
303 (1931) as S. latifolia); 4 June 1935, E. C. Wallace (E,K) as S. latifolia var. decipiens; 3 June 1939,
A. E. Ellis (LANC). Leatherhead Downs, 16 July 1916, J. Fraser (K); 13 June 1935, E. C. Wallace
(Herb. J. Bevan). Appearing quite wild in scrub, mainly Crataegus, with S. aria & S. intermedia,
north side of Leatherhead — Tothill Road, near Tyrell’s wood, 15 May 1957, A. E. Ellis (LANC).
Between Leatherhead and Mickleham Downs, near Tyrell’s wood, 4 October 1949, A. E. Ellis
(LANC). Woodland Addington Hills, 12 July 1942, A. E. Ellis (LANC). *Planted Cameron Road,
Croydon, 1986, T. C. G. Rich 320-86 (Herb. T.C.G.R.). (Specimens in LANC, from Leatherhead
Downs, 1938, A. E. Ellis, suggest S. latifolia sens. strict. also grows there, but the specimens appear
to be from young hedgerow saplings and I cannot be sure. Yet another specimen from 1939 may be a
hedgerow S. decipiens.)

v.c. 20, Herts. Opposite Preston School, in the grounds of Temple Dinsley, Hitchin, 11 June 1912, J.
E. Little (CGE) as Pyrus aria.

v.c. 29, Cambs. * A tree 14 m high, beside Grange Farm Bridge, GR 53/296.085, 9 July 1955, A. O.
Chater (CGE); 17 October 1986, R. Payne (CGE). *Tree c. 8 m planted on roadside outside 118,
Brooks Road, Cambridge, GR 52/475.577, 9 October 1982, R. D. I'Ons (CGE). *On Cambs. bank
of Old South Eau, near Falls Bridge, GR 53/275.092, 17 October 1986, R. Payne (CGE). *Planted
near Ely railway station, GR 52/543.794, 19/7/1986, C. D. Preston; ripe fruits 19/10/1986, C. D.
Preston & T. C. G. Rich (CGE).

v.c. 32, Northants. Two trees presumably planted, east side of Bedford Purlieus, 25 July 1955, S. M.
Walters (CGE); 6 August 1958, J. Rishbeth (CGE).

v.c. 33, E. Gloucs. Haresfield Hill, near Stroud, 28 September 1934, H. J. Riddelsdell (BM).

v.c. 34, W. Gloucs. *Tree. at back of Clifton Parish Hall, 13 June and 21 October 1935, H. S.
Thompson (BM, OXF, K, RNG); still there 1980 (C. M. Lovatt, pers. comm.). *Tree c. 14 m high,
Bridge Valley Road, by the Portway, GR 31/564.734, with frequent seedlings round about, 1980, C.
M. Lovatt, this is presumably the same tree labelled Avon Gorge, collected by Mr Lavender (OXF),
16 May 1957, P. J. M. Nethercott (OXF) and 8 September 1960, B. A. Miles 60/133 (CGE). *Planted
tree 40-50 years old Durdham Downs, Bristol, GR 31/561.749, 2 November 1980, C. M. Lovatt.
Nethercott (1988) writes: “There is one large tree in Leigh Woods and several other small trees and
saplings on both sides of the Avon Gorge. A small number of trees, from large to saplings are
present in Sneyd Park, of which a few of the large trees have been felled in the course of residential
development. There are two large trees on Durdham Down and a sapling on Tickenham Hill. The
population in the Bristol area probably arose from the planted trees in Sneyd Park.” *Symonds Yat,
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E. F. Warburg. A small tree so labelled was found in E. F. Warburg’s garden after his death and was
transplanted to the University Botanic Garden at Cambridge where it now flowers and fruits freely
(Sell 77/249 (CGE)).

v.c. 40, Salop. Old mine workings, Wombndge, GR 33/690.117, August 1974, F. H. Perring (CGE).
Lincoln Hill, Coalbrookdale, GR 33/669.039, Oct. 1985, W. E. Wiggins (CGE). Numerous trees up
to 5 m tall, mostly in scattered clumps along rim of old limestone quarry. Self-sown Laburnum also
present, together with older and larger Beech, Ash, Oak, Sycamore and some Hazel. The geology is
the Wenlock series of the Silurian.

Beverley Pit Mound, near Oakengates, GR 33/688.108, Oct. 1985, W.E. Wiggins (CGE). Many
specimens, ranging from young saplings c.1m to three older (30—40 years) trees which must be the
parents. These form a small copse with Betula pendula of similar age and stature. Where self-
seeding (prolific) has occurred the ground vegetation is pure Calluna vulgaris with occasional self-
sown Crataegus monogyna. The soil is a clay loam with a pH 3-9.

v.c. 44, Carms. One tree by roadside near Carreg Cennen (road from Derwydd) GR 22/65.19, 21
May 1970, Mrs I. M. Vaughan (NMW) (cf. Watsonia 9: 380 (1973) as S. latifolia).

v.c. 46, Cards. *One large tree 21 m high with a trunk 130 cm in girth, copse by lane and stream, 100
m E.S.E. of Rhosgellan-Fawr, Wallog, GR 22/597.855, 10 July 1977 (vegetative), 5 October 1980
(fruiting), A. O. Chater (CGE). §. latifolia (L.am.) Pers. is also planted in this locality.

v.c. 49, Caerns. *Nantporth Nature Reserve (North Wales Naturalists’ Trust), GR 23/570.720,
October 1977, S. Ward 1-3 (CGE); 1 October 1980, R. Hattey 4 (CGE). R. H. Roberts (pers.
comm. ) says there are a number of young trees there and the site appears to be more acid than the
Anglesey ones. Edge of shore, west of University boathouse, Menai Straits, Bangor, GR 23/
567.723, 19 September 1985, 7.C.G. Rich (Herb. T.C.G. R.).

v.c. 51, Flints. Caergwrle Castle rocks, 30 September 1942, J. A. Webb (NMW).

v.c. 52, Anglesey. *There are ten to twelve trees up to 14 m high with trunks up to 70 cm in girth on
and about the Mound, Lleiniog, GR 23/620.791. R. H. Roberts (in litt., 1980) says the Mound is a
hillock of very calcareous boulder-clay, which incorporates pebbles and boulders of Carboniferous
Limestone, and that several calcicole species such as Rubia peregrina occur there. Roberts goes on
to say that the trees of Sorbus on the Mound are clearly of different ages, grow in a more or less
random fashion and certainly do not suggest having been planted in what is a wild unfenced area of
ground. In addition to the mature trees there are several seedlings.

*A few trees also occur in a narrow belt of woodland around 200 m to the south-west (GR 23/
617.791) and there are two or three younger ones on the cliff above the beach further south (GR23/
618.787). Both these areas are calcareous boulder-clay. R. Hattey, writing to me on 7 November
1980, says ‘‘Regarding the conservation of S. croceocarpa: since a good concentration of the species
(around a dozen trees) occurs on the Anglesey shore side of the Menai Straits and is now included in
the extended Friar’s Road Shore Site of Special Scientific Interest, this is the obvious population to
try to conserve. The owner, as I mentioned I think, has a large mature specimen of S. croceocarpa
(my sample LG) in her garden; she believes that the adjacent population was derived from this tree,
which she says was planted about 50 years ago.” There are specimens of these trees in CGE collected
by R. H. Roberts and S. D. Ward (no. 1, 2, 3, 5, 5¢) on 13 October 1977 and by R. Hattey (LG, LI-
4) on 1 October 1980.

*Hedgerows in lane leading to Tyddyn Isaf, near Gaerwen, GR 23/502.717 and 23/504.714, October
1977, G. Howells & R. H. Roberts nos. 1-4 (CGE). Roberts says that the soil in this locality is a
brown loam and is generally acidic, with a pH 5-5 to 5-8.

Limestone outcrop between Llanfairpwll and Brynsiencyn, GR 23/496.682, 6/1979, R.H. Roberts.
*Two small trees on Church Island, Menai Bridge, GR 23/552.718, 1 October 1984, R.H. Roberts.

v.c. 58, Cheshire. Small tree in wood, Newton, near Chester, 12 August 1936, C. Waterfall (OXF,
BM, RNG) (cf. Rep. botl Soc. Exch. Club Br. Isl. 11: 400 (1937); ibid 11: 476 (1938) as S. latifolia);
not refound, 1983, A. Newton (pers. comm.).

v.c. 60, W. Lancs. 1One fruiting shrub c.4 m tall, (five shrubs in all), limestone pavement, Warton
Crag, Carnforth, GR 34/495.726, 12 September 1983, M. Baecker, L. Rose & T. C. G. Rich (Herb.
T.C.G. R.). Youngish shrub, c.2 m, edge of limestone pavement, Scout Wood, Silverdale,
September 1983, T. C. G. Rich (Herb. T.C.G. R.). Yealand Hall Allotment, Silverdale, September
1983, M. Baecker (Herb. T.C.G. Rich).

v.c. 64, Mid-W. Yorks. Cultivated Skipton, 1983, L. Rose (Herb. T.C.G. Rich).
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v.c. 69, Westmorland. Large tree in limestone field with outcrop, west side of Leighton Beck, Cold
Well, Hazelslack, GR 34/477.782, 12 August 1986, G. Halliday (LANC).

v.c. 69b, Furness. Young shrub on shore near Roanhead, Dalton-in-Furness, 14 June 1985, M.
Baecker (Herb. T.C.G. Rich).

v.c. 80, Roxburghs. One large tree c.14 m, by the main road (A6091) at Melrose, GR 36/54.34, 18
July 1959, P. D. Sell 59/31, N. D. Simpson & C. West (CGE).

v.c. 96, Easterness. Among alders etc., by a burnside between Loch-an-Eilean and Aviemore,
September 1909, E. Armitage (OXF). Planted near the farm, Glen Affric Lodge, GR 28/1.2, 23 July
1971, M. McCallum Webster (CGE).

v.c. 99, Dunbarton. Delmuir, 26 May 1883, L. Watt (CGE).

v.c. 103, Mid Ebudes. Planted near Pennyghael, Mull, 22 May 1971, A. G. Kenneth & A. McG.
Stirling (BM) (see Jermy & Crabbe, Island of Mull 11.26 (1978), as S. latifolia).

This species will be known to most British botanists from the note by Warburg (1962), where he
refers to it as an allied form of Sorbus devoniensis, rather frequently planted and sometimes
naturalized. It has, however, been known to gardeners for a much longer period. The Lawson
Company of Edinburgh were offering ‘Pyrus theophrastii’ as early as 1874. It appeared in the 3rd
and 4th editions of the Hand-list of trees and shrubs at Kew (Hill 1925; Bean 1934) as Pyrus aria var.
Theophrasta and Sorbus aria var. theophrasta, but no descriptions were given. In Pierre Lombarts’
Beschrijvende Prijscourant of 1947-8 it was called Sorbus theophrasta, but only a few descriptive
words in Dutch were given. The name is thus invalid under Art. 36 of the International Code of
Botanical Nomenclature. K. J. W. Hensen has described it as Sorbus devoniensis cv. Theophrasta in
Dendroflora 3: 62, fig. 1 (1966). The type is a plant received from the Dutch nurseryman, P.
Lombarts, which originally came from a tree at Kew (no. 695), which in turn was received from the
Edinburgh Botanic Garden in 1922 as S. aria var. theophrasta. The tree at Edinburgh still exists, as
does its offspring at Kew, but is of unknown provenance. In the fourth volume of edition 8 of Bean’s
Trees and Shrubs it is called Sorbus ‘Theophrasta’, and an excellent account of it as a garden tree is
given. The epithet ‘Theophrasta’ means ‘food of the gods’, in reference to its large and abundant
fruit.

In my opinion this taxon is not a cultivar as is generally understood by the term, but is as distinct as
any other of the apomictic species of Sorbus. For this reason I wish to dissociate it from the
gardeners’ epithet Theophrasta and to give it the new name of S. croceocarpa, based on the
population of trees occurring in a natural habitat by the Menai Straits but almost certainly
introduced. I have listed all the known localities for it, but fully expect it to be found elsewhere.
Nowhere is it known with certainty as a native plant. There is some indication that in
Cambridgeshire it has been planted as a street tree.

Sorbus croceocarpa is nearest to S. devoniensis in the shape of its leaves, but they have more
numerous veins and are less distinctly lobed. Warburg’s statement (1962) that the leaves are scarcely
ever lobed is misleading. At least some leaves on nearly every specimen or tree I have seen have
some shallow lobing, but it is not as clear-cut as in S. devoniensis. The illustration given by Henson
(1966) also seems to over-emphasize the non-lobing of the leaves. The clear orange, sometimes
flushed red, fruits are quite distinct from those of S. devoniensis which are brown turning orange-
brown. The fruits of the true S. latifolia are similar to those of S. croceocarpa, but usually have
fewer, larger lenticels, and the leaves are quite distinct, being smaller, more ovate, distinctly lobed
and with fewer veins.

S. bristoliensis Wilmott in Proc. Linn. Soc. London 146: 76 (1934). Holotype: Clifton Down,
Bristol, W. Gloucester, v.c. 34, 16 September 1933, A. J. Wilmott 3980 (BM).

Vernacular name: Bristol Whitebeam.

Hlustration: A. R. Clapham, Tutin & E. F. Warb., Jil. 2: 25, no. 648 (1960)

Description: See E. F. Warburg in A. R. Clapham, Tutin & E. F. Warb., FI. Brit Isl., 2nd ed., 435
(1962).



39 P.D. SELL

Distribution: Endemic to rocky woods and scrub on Carboniferous Limestone crags and slopes on
both sides of the Avon Gorge near Bristol. Trees are difficult to count, but P. J. M. Nethercott
reckons there might be about a hundred with more on the Leigh Woods side than on the Clifton
side.

S. bristoliensis has more or less obovate leaves which are shallowly lobed mainly above the middle
with a broadly cuneate base, which distinguish it from all the other species of British Sorbus with
berries which are yellow or orange when ripe. The glossy leaves are almost translucent in bright
sunlight, like those of Fagus sylvatica, especially when they are young.

Warburg (1962) records this species as being triploid, 2n = 51.

S. latifolia (Lam.) Pers., Syn. PI. 2: 38 (1806).

Crataegus latifolia Lam., FI.Fr. 3: 486 (1779). Lectotype: Prés. dans la forét de Fontainebleau,
France, Herb. Lamarck (P) designated here.

Pyrus Iatlfolia (Lam.) Syme in Rep. botl Soc. Exch. Club Br. Isl. 1872-4: 19 (1875).

Hlustration: Keble Martin, New Concise Br. Fl. pl. 31 (1982).

Description: Tree up to 20 m with a broad pyramidal crown. Trunk up to 1-3 m in circumference.
Bark greyish-brown, rough, shallowly fissured. Branches patent, the lower often drooping; twigs
strongly divaricate, greyish-brown, thick; young shoots reddish-brown, more or less tomentose,
with scattered elliptical lenticels. Buds 8-10 X 4-5 mm, narrowly ovoid; scales green, with narrow
brown margins. Leaves (6-8-)8-11-5 X (6—)7-9-2 cm, 1-1-1-3 times as long as broad, dark green
above, greyish beneath, becoming deep ochre in October, broadly ovate, acute at apex, usually
broadly rounded, sometimes broadly cuneate at base, shallowly lobed (up to 1/4 of the way to the
midrib) with broadly triangular, acute lobes, the lowest lobes often patent, doubly serrate with
prominent, acuminate teeth terminating the main veins, the other teeth smaller but acute or
acuminate and sometimes with curved sides, glabrous or with very occasional hairs on upper
surface, rather evenly, but not very densely tomentose on lower surface; veins 7-9 pairs; petioles
1:5-3 cm, pale green to reddish-brown, more or less tomentose. Inflorescences with 1050 flowers,
with a sweet sickly smell; pedicels 2-10 mm, tomentose at least when young. Sepals 2-5-3-5 mm,
triangular-ovate or lanceolate, more or less acute at apex, tomentose. Petals 6~10 X 5-7 mm,
subrotund or ovate, concave. Stamens 18-22; filaments 4-8 mm, whitish; anthers greenish-cream.
Styles 2—-3, greenish, connate at base. Fruit 14—-17 X 15-17 mm, subglobose or slightly longer than
broad, yellowish-orange to deep orange when ripe, with few to numerous mostly rather large
lenticels.

Distribution: v.c. 6, N. Somerset. Leigh Woods, C. M. Lovatt (pers. comm.).

v.c. 10, Wight. Planted in interior of Carisbrooke Castle, September 1869, P. Stratton (BM, OXF).
v.c. 17, Surrey. Single tree near the Keeper’s Cottage, Box Hill, 30 August 1934, E. F. Warburg
(BM). One sapling on steep slope, south side of Box Hill, July 1985, T. C. G. Rich (herb. T.C.G.
R.). Kew Gardens, 28 October 1938, A. E. Ellis (LANC).

v.c. 22, Berks. In grassland, Windsor Home Park, 25 September 1933, C. E. Hubbard (K).

v.c. 23, Oxon. Oxford Botanic Garden, October, 1911, G. C. Druce (CGE, NMW, OXF).

v.c. 29, Cambs. Two large trees about 13 m high in the grounds of Newnham College Cambridge,

GR 52/441.577, 6 October 1977, P. D. Sell 77/250 (CGE) (in fruit); flowers from the same tree 29
May 1979, P. D. Sell 77/250b (CGE).

v.c. 33, E. Gloucs. Plantation edge, Clapton to Sherborne, 12 September 1935, H. J. Riddelsdell
(K).

v.c. 34, W. Gloucs. Single old tree above tennis courts on a steep slope with Pinus nigra nearby,
Clifton Down, 18 September 1966, S. M. Walters (CGE). The Gully, Clifton Down, Avon Gorge, 7
July 1957, P. J. M. Nethercott (OXF). On rocks above the New Zigzag, near Bridge Valley Road,
Bristol, 8 September 1960, B. A. Miles 60/135 (CGE). Both sides of the Avon Gorge, P. J. M.
Nethercott (Nethercott 1980).

v.c. 46, Cards. Seven large trees apparently planted in a line, in a copse immediately north-west of
Rhosgellan-Fawr farmyard, 4 km N.N.W. of Aberystwyth, 45 m alt., GR 22/5972.8555, October
1980, A. O. Chater (CGE).
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v.c. 61, S. E. Yorks. Two large bushes, not obviously planted, on 60° chalk cutting slope of railway,
Sewerby, Bridlington, GR 54/195.696, 9 August 1977, J. O. Mountford (CGE).

v.c. 62, N. E. Yorks. York, W. Ingham (NMW).

v.c. 63, S. W. Yorks. Old tree in Weston Park, Sheffield, GR 43/339.873, October 1985, C. D. Pigott
(CGE).

v.c. 83, Midlothian. Near Logan House, Pentlands, May 1866, A. Craig-Christie (E). Glencorse, 31
July 1868, A. Craig-Christie (E).

v.c. 86, Stirlings. Single tree, not obviously planted, at S.W. corner of water basin east of Police
Station, Grangemouth. GR 26/923.822, 7 October 1987, C. D. Preston, N. F. Stewart & S. D.
Webster (CGE).

v.c. 96, Easterness. Single tree in a lane between Croy village and Holme Rose, 10 October 1966, M.
McCallum Webster (ABD, CGE). Almost certainly planted, on the rough river-bank, Ness-side, 8
August 1931, G. C. Druce & R. H. Corstorphine (K, NMW, OXF). Island in River Ness, Inverness,
29 September 1930, Mrs Wedgwood (BM); The Islands, GR 28/664.439, 20 June 1947, U. K.
Duncan (E).

v.c. 97, Westerness. Planted Arisaig, August 1903, H. J. Riddelsdell (E).

v.c. 106, E. Ross. One fine old tree about 14 m high by the Conan River, about a mile above the
bridges, near Conan, 10 August 1892, E. S. Marshall (BM, CGE); and 16 July, 1909, E. S. Marshall
3370 & W. A. Shoolbred (BM, CGE, E, GL, K, LANC, NMW, OXF) (cf. Marshall 1910; Marshall &
Shoolbred 1910). U. K. Duncan (1980) says the tree is no longer there and remarks that the record
by Marshall of S. aria (L.) Crantz from the same locality probably refers to the same tree. This is not
true as there are perfectly good specimens of S. aria in CGE collected as Marshall 3371 from the
same locality on the same date.

Sorbus latifolia was first described as Crataegus latifolia Lam. A clear description of the species is
supplied and Crataegus folio subrotundo, serrato vel laciniato Vaill. Paris. 42 is given as a synonym.
The locality is given as ““On trouve cet arbre déns la forét de Fontainebleau™. I wrote to Paris on 30
October 1980, requesting photographs of any type material in the herbaria of Lamarck and S.
Vaillant. I received photostat copies of three specimens in Lamarck’s herbarium, but nothing from
that of Vaillant. All three sheets from the Lamarck herbarium are labelled Crataegus latifolia and
come from Fontainebleau, but bear no date. They are, in my opinion, all the same taxon and must
be regarded as syntypes of Crataegus latifolia Lam. I have designated one of the sheets as the
lectotype of that species.

Sorbus latifolia has a broadly ovate leaf with few veins, and shallow, but definite lobes which
become gradually smaller upwards and have small sharp subsidiary teeth. The fruit is yellowish-
orange to deep orange when ripe and has rather few large lenticels. It has been gathered by later
authors in the woods about Fontainebleau, where it is a native characteristic of sandstone block
ridges (fide C. D. Pigott, specimen in CGE). It is the least frequently planted tree that has been
called S. latifolia in the British Isles. The new species, S. croceocarpa, described in this paper, is the
species most frequently called S. latifolia in Britain. The largest tree of the true S. latifolia in the
grounds of Newnham College at Cambridge is about 13 m high and the trunk 149 cm in
circumference. The seven trees at Rhosgelan-Fawr in Cardiganshire are up to 20 m high and the
trunks are from 60 to 130 cm in girth (fide A. O. Chater). As the species occurs in native habitats, as
in Leigh Woods and Clifton Downs near Bristol and by the Conan River in E. Ross, where it has
probably been bird-sown, it seems wise to include it in the list of British naturalized trees. Its
characteristic leaf-shape and lobing distinguish it from all other British species.

According to Poucques (1951) the Fontainebleau Sorbus latifolia is diploid with 2n = 34 and its
pollen mostly poorly developed. Nevertheless it produces abundant well-formed fruit.

S. vagensis Wilmott in Proc. Linn. Soc. London 146: 78 (1934). Holotype: large tree just inside Mrs
Harris’s tea garden, Symonds Yat, W. Gloucester, v.c. 34, 18 September 1933, A. J. Wilmott 4492
(BM).

Vernacular name: Wye Whitebeam

Hlustration: Proc. Linn. Soc. London 146: 78 (1934).
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Description: See E. F. Warburg in A. R. Clapham, Tutin & E. F. Warb., Fl. Brit. Isl.,2nd ed., 436
(1962).

Distribution: v.c. 6, N. Somerset. Weston Big Wood, GR 31/45.75, 1968, J. F. Archibald (D.
Ratcliffe, Nat. Conserv. Rev. 2: 69 (1977)). Three trees were seen by P. J. M. Nethercott in 1978
(Nethercott 1980). Two coppiced trees, Kings Wood, Yatton, 1984, P. J. M. Nethercott (Nethercott
1986).

v.c. 34, W. Gloucs. Coldwell Rocks, near Symonds Yat, Oct. 1877, B. M. Watkins (CGE, OXF); 24
July 1916, E. Armitage (NMW); Sept. 1935, E. F. Warburg (BM); 5 Sept. 1956, B. A. Miles (CGE).
Bicknor Walks, Symonds Yat, 9 June 1874, A. Ley (CGE); 23 June 1877, A. Ley (E); June, 1888, E.
Armitage (NMW); 27 Oct. 1892, A. Ley (E, OXF); 13 June 1899, A. Ley (BIRM). Below the
Symonds Yat Rock, 29 Sept. 1975, P. D. Sell 75/139 & D. Briggs (CGE). Symonds Yat, June 1871,
A. Ley (CGE); 12 Aug. 1872, A. Ley (E); 25 May 1875, A. Ley (CGE, E, K); 12 Oct. 1882, A. Ley
(NMW); 13 June 1899, A. Ley (E, K, NMW, OXF); 12 June 1901, W. A. Shoolbred (NMW); 8 June
1907, S. H. Bickham & A. Ley (CGE); May 1909, A. Ley (K). Woods near Stanton, 28 June 1881,
A. Ley (CGE).

v.c. 35, Mons. The Wyndcliffe, 23 June 1873, A. Ley (BIRM); 9 June 1878, W. A. Shoolbred
(NMW); 25 June 1894, W. A. Shoolbred (NMW); 20 Aug. 1903, S. H. Bickham (CGE, E); Sept.
1935, E. F. Warburg (BM). Near Well Head, Usk Road, Chepstow, 7 June 1909, W. A. Shoolbred
(NMW). Near Temple Door, Piercefield Park, 23 June 1932, A. J. Wilmott (BM).

v.c. 36, Herefs. Great Doward, 1880, B. M. Watkins (CGE); 11 June 1888, A. Ley (CGE); Sept.
1935, E. F. Warburg (BM).

S. vagensis has ovate to elliptical or rhombic-elliptical leaves variously lobed from 1/7 to over 1/4
of the way to the midrib with a finely serrate margin with small teeth. The fruit is brownish-orange to
brown with a few small to moderate lenticels and variable in size.

The area of the Wye valley in which most S. vagensis occurs is one of the few places where its
presumed parents, S. aria sensu stricto and S. torminalis, grow together. Warburg (1962) gives the
diploid chromosome number, 2n = 34. Although the species is variable and can apparently be either
sterile or fertile and sexual I have seen no Continental material that matches its morphology exactly.
It is therefore, at least for the time being, best treated as a species.
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