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fingerprints may be encountered within what is commonly accepted as a species. As long as this 
species is morphologically well defined, we see no practical reason to split it into several taxa. 

Biometrical analysis and DNA fingerprinting yielded consistent results in three of our five case 
studies. In the remaining two cases, taxa with identical DNA fingerprints differed in morphological 
characters. The additional heterogeneity recorded with biometrical data is probably to a large 
extent due to environmental influences. Distinct genetic variation is instead more easily detected by 
DNA fingerprinting, as demonstrated by the two deviating plants of R. insularis from the Swedish 
west coast. However, DNA fingerprinting is relatively expensive and time-consuming and cannot, 
therefore, be used for large series of material. Ideally, a combination of DNA fingerprinting and 
biometry should be applied in studies of taxonomic problems in apomictic genera. Such studies 
would also increase our understanding of the genetic structure and evolution of these intriguing 
plant groups. 
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