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When [ received the first specimens gathered 011 August 4, I thought 
they might be tlte hybrid with R. c7"ispus. This hybrid has been de­
scribed by Rechinger from Bolivia and Argentina under the name 
B. x mimlJilis (Rechinger, 1933, 48). In those countries R. cunei/olius 
is natil'e, while B. c7'isptLS is an introduction from Eurasia. The Braun­
ton materia I agreed lI ·ith much of Rech inger 's description, but 1 lI'as 
puzzled by the long panicle branches and the shape of the bases of the 
leaf-blades, which could hardly hal'c come from either parent. On 
August 25, Dr. Wright seut more matu re material. In this, as in the 
earlier gathering, most of the tepals had shrivelled with little or no 
enlnrgemcnt but a fm\", here and there, had developed sufficiently. 
These ,,'ere oblong in outlille and showed that the broader fruited 
c1"'ispus could hardly ha\"e elltered into the hybrid. The characters of 
the fruit. and those already mentioned, were entirely consistent with a 
cross between B. conglomc7'ahLs and B. c.'uneijo/ins. This hybrid is 
apparently new to science, but it is not unlikely to occur in South 
America, where B. conglomendus, like B. cTispus, is a common alien. 
The ne\\" hybrid, like B. x mil"Uvilis, has arisen between species which 
have long been in geographical isolation. I propose to name it for Dr. 
F. R. EllistOl1 Wright who has devoted 50 many years to the study of the 
flor a of Brauntoll BurrolVs. 

The following description is from material sellt from Braunton on 
August 4, 1952. '1'he lower leal'es are rlescribed from t,,·o plants struck 
from small pieces of the rhizome of tllis gathering allu grown in my 
garden (Fig. B). The characters of the fruit are added from additional 
material sent by Dr. Wright OIL �~�~�l�l�g�u�s�t� 25, 1952 (Fig. A). 

Rumex x Wrightii (B . conalulnerat1Ls Murray x R, cunei/oi'ius 
Call1pd.) Ii !JV7". novo 

Plallt perennial \\'ith a wOQdy rhizome. Stem 35-40 cm., arcuate-
ascending, sulcate. Lower lcaves very variable, somewhat coriaceous, 
lanceolate to oblong, subobtuse, lamina 10-15 x 2-6.5 cm., crisped and 
finely crenate on margins, about Clluallillg the petioles, subcordate, 
trun('atc or cuneate at the base. Cauline leaves narrower, lanceolate 
to ovate-l anceolate, 7-11.5 x l.5-4 cm., often subacute at apex, truncate 
or tapering at base, c!'isped and finely crenate on margins-merging 
i Ilto linear bracts above. Panicle much branched with ascending 
branches arising at an angle of about 450

, \I'horls mostly remote (occa­
sionally congested), the lower olles su btellded by bracts. pedicels filiform, 
c, 2 mm., thickened at the base of the perianth. 'l'epals (when enlarged) 
lillgulate, c, 3.75 x 1.5-1.75 mm., 5ubobtuse, margins entire, or rarely 
\\' ith one or t\\·o small teeth near t he base, all \\' ith an elongated, l.25-
1.'30 x 0.75-1 111111 .• I'ery s\\'ollen ,till! sOlllewhat \'elTUCOSC tubercle. Nuts 
ahorti,·e. 

Type in Herb. Lousley, Ref. 520804. Brauntoll BlllTO\\'S, N. Devon, 
Aug. 4, 1952, F. R. Elliston Wright. 

Planta perellnis, rhizomate lignoso. Caulis at'cuato-adscendens, 
sulcatus. Folia il1ferio1'a valde I'ariabilia, aliquid coriacea, lanceolata 
vel oblonga, sllbobtusaj lamill a 10-15 Clll. longa et 2-6.5 cm. lata, petiol-
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IIIll s lIhaeq ll :l IlS. Illarp;i ne cr i ~pata necllolI lel' iter crenata, basi sllb­
cor-data, trnncata I'e l cllneata; folia cUlllin a angnstio ra , lanceolata vel 
ovato-Ianceolata, 7-11..'5 cm. longa, 1.5-4 cm . lata, a,pice saepe subacuta, 
basi trllncata vel ang nstata, margine crispata et leviter crenata, in 
bracteas I i neares sn pe rll e t r :1 n S(~ 1I ntia. Panicnla ralllosissima, rall1ulis 
ascendentib ns sub a ngulo c. 45 ° exorientibus, ve rt ici lli s plerumque r e­
mn-tis (non llunqll u 111 congestis), inferio]'ibus hracteatis j pedicelli fili­
fOl"lll es, (' . 2 mill. lonp;i . basi perianthii incrassati. 'l'e pal a (accreta) lingu­
lata, 3.75 mm. longa et 1.5-1.75 mm. lata, subobtllsa, margine integra 
I'el raro ha <; in ye rs llS 1-2-denticlllata j om ni a tllherculo elongato 1.25-
1.15 mm . IOll go et 0.75-1 mm . lato tlllllidissimo a liquid verrucoso, prae­
dita . Kncnli abortivi . 

Th e influ e nce of R. C?/IlPi.in/ ill s is clea.r from the prese nce of a rhizome 
and th e coriacen-us leaves, a nd th at of R. ronglom e?'otus in the base of 
the le-al'es be ing often subcordate or trn ncate a nd frequently asymmet­
rical, in th e pa nicl e haying [onp; branches ,,,itll remote whorls subtended 
hy bracts beb,,', a.nd ill th e. I i ngu late ontl ine of the fruiting tepals. 

Ylate rial has been depn-s ited at th e British Museum (Natural His­
tory) and the Royal Botanic Gardens, KeI\". I II'ould like to record my 
thanks t o Mr. J. P. M. Brenan for kindly preparing the Latin transla­
tion of th e diagnosis and to Dr. K. H. R echinger for confirming that 
he is not all' are of publication of a hybrid of the pa rentage stated and 
that he has not seen herbarium specimens of thi s hybrid. The living 
and dried material 011 which this account is based was exhibited at the 
Society's Exhibition Meeting of 29th Nove mber 19.52. 
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