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Another agreement dated 28th March 1821 between George Graves now 
of Bath Place, Peckham, Surrey, gentleman, and Anthony Sterry, 
oilman of High Street, Southwark, William Sherwood, Samuel 
Dunbar N eely and Robert J ones all of Paternoster Row in the 
City of London, booksellers and co-partners; William Limbery 
Grosvenor the elder, Eliezer Chater, 'Villiam Limbery Grosvenor 
the younger and Charles Rutt all of Cornhill in the said City, 
stationers and co-partners carryi ng on trade under the firm of 
Grosvenor, Chater and Company. Richard Taylor and Arthur 
Taylor both of Shoe Lane in the same City, printers and co­
partners, and James Ramshaw of Fetter Lane in the same City, 
copper plate printer. 

It appears that Graves had paid Sterry £300, but the sum of 
£210 including interest remained owing. But G. G. was also in­
debted to the above mentioned parties for the following amounts, 
VIZ. 

Sherwood, Neely and Jones 
Grosvenor, Chater & Co. 
J ames Ramsha w 
R. & H. Taylor 

£169 8 10 
64 10 0 
51 17 2 

104 9 0 

For the payment of the sums owing Graves proposed to enter into 
an agreement by which, from time to time', he would deliver to Wm. 
Sherwood, Neely & Jones su(·h coloured numbers of F. L. as they may 
require, being paid the sum of 3/- for the, colouring of each number and 
that the said work be continued and published monthly or so often as 
the parties shall require, the materials nevertheless used in carrying out 
the same to be paid for by the said parties. 

Anthony Sterry agrees to permit the use of copper plates (by virtue 
of mortgage on his property) upon his engaging to return them after 
use. Wm. Sherwood & Co. agree to sell the publications and stand 
possessed of the profits. Sterry to be paid interest on his mortgage. 
The remainder to be divided every three months between themselv es 
and the other parties in proportion to their respective debts. 

A. Sterry agrees to postpone repayment of the £200 now due for 
principal on the mortgage until the other parties are repaid. If at 
the expiration of two years the publication should not be sufficient to 
satisfy all debts, the same should be sold to the best advantage and the 
proceeds be applied first to pay A. Sterry by virtue of the mortgage, 
the residue to payoff the others. G. G. coming, of course, last of all. 

To all this must be added the follow ing notes. 

"Received from the within named Anthony Sterry by the hands of 
George Graves 432 plates belonging to the old press of the F. L. 
and 72 plates to the new press of the same work which I hereby 
engage to return to the said Anthony Sterry on demand. Signed 
April 10, 1821. James Ramshaw, 33 Fetter Lane." 

"N . B. Sherwood sold his share to the other Trustees." 
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"This agreement is cancelled by the partners having sold the Flora 
and equally dividing the proceeds at 3 / 6 in the £ . A copy of 
which alc is within-9th Mo. 1834." 

This seems to be as full an account of the Flora Londinensis trans­
action as is lil,ely to be known, and shows clearly that everyone con­
cerned in it lost money. 

George Graves was elected a Fellow of the Linnean Society on 17th 
March 1812, and Mr. Spencer Savage informs me that he withdrew 
from the Fellowship about the year 1834 owing the Society about £50 
for annual contributions-a fact which will surprise no one who has read 
the foregoing account. The Linnean Society has but one letter of George 
Graves, dated 12th Feb. 1831, and this refers to his arrears of payment . . 

Points to be cleared up about GeOl'ge Graves are his reasons for de­
parting to Edinburgh and the more important one of the date of his 
death. 

It is possible that his removal to Edinburgh was brought about by 
one of his children havin g gone to r eside there, and a scrap book bear­
ing the name stamped in gilt lettering "Mary Ann Graves, Edinburgh", 
seems to show that she went with her fath er. Samuel Curtis, who paid 
several visits to Scotland , had friends amongst gardeners and botanists 
in Edinburgh, and may perhaps have contributed to George's leaving 
London. 

A possible clue to the date of George's death is contained in the ac­
count headed " George Graves to Sterry Sterry and Company" (no 
longer Anthony Sterry, oilman I) . This concerns a policy for £1000 in 
t he London Life Assurance. The first entry is dated June 2, 1839, and 
gives the amount of cash advanced at sundry times prior to this date. 
Then follows the amount of premiums paid by J. Starry a nd subse­
quently by Graves' executors from 1839 to 1862, viz., 23 years interest. 
In 1863 Sterrys r eceive £1000 from the London Life Assurance, but they 
estimate that they have lost £956 7s Od on the transaction. 

It would appear from this that Graves died on June 2, 1839. 
Throughout his working life he was harassed by financial worries 

from which the proceeds of his publications never sufficed to free him. 
But in spite of this he and his wife brought up a family of eight children 
and so far as is known did well by them. 


