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Lousley (1961, p. 18) also records that Tillaea recurva "was reported in October [1960] 
by F. H. Jones from a pond at Sidcup [Kent]. Here it is known to have been introduced 
with Pontederia purchased from a well known firm of nurserymen". Mr.Lousleyinforms 
me that the nurserymen are Perry's. 

There is evidence that the specimens from Sheriff Hutton with Cornbrough were also 
planted. Lousley (in litt.) states that he received specimens collected at this locality and 
" when I enquired I was told that it came from an ornamental pond stocked with ornamental 
aquatics. " 

The species was first collected at Greensted near Chipping Ongar, Essex, on 18th 
Aug., 1956, by E. B. Bangerter, and Mr. and Mrs. P. C. Hall on an outing of the London 
Natural History Society. The specimens were determined by Miss D. Hillcoat of the 
British Museum (Natural History) as referable to Tillaea recurva Hook. f. Later in the same 
year the plant was collected at the pond by C. Bignell Pratt and D. McClintock. The records 
were published by Lousley (1957, p. 14) and Kent & Lousley (1957, p. 347). The latter 
state that" this species was probably deliberately planted." From the information con­
tained in a letter from Mr. Lous1ey it is evident that this is an assumption. In 1960 I made 
enquiries at Greensted in order to ascertain whether the species has been deliberately 
planted, and the evidence was found to be conflicting. A local resident said that water-lilies 
and other plants were introduced into the pond by its owners many years ago and had 
now died out. The present owners of the pond, Dr. and Mrs. Tugendhat, and the previous 
owner, Miss J. Price, who have between them been familiar with the pond over the past 
forty years, said they have introduced no plants into the pond. Thus there appears to be 
no direct evidence that Crassula helmsii was planted at Greensted. It appears likely that 
the plant was introduced into the pond accidentally and has since established itself. The 
Tugendhat family say that the Crassula has been in the pond for at least six years, and was 
very extensive before the pond was dredged a year or two ago. 

In August, 1960, Crassula helmsii formed a dense' mat' covering several square yards 
in extent in the north-west corner of the pond, the stems arising from the shallow water. 
Here the species was flowering profusely. On the opposite side of the large pond, the south 
side, two forms of C. helmsii were present. One was a prostrate form, (Laundon 2186, BM), 
rarely flowering, and with shorter leaves than usual, which was frequent on damp mud 
near the edge of the water. The second form (Laundon 2185, BM) was completely sub­
merged and sterile and had longer, narrow, less-fleshy leaves than the erect form at the other 
end of the pond. This submerged form was occasional and grew in company with 
Ceratophyllum demersum L. (Laundon 2184, BM) (frequent), Callitriche sp. (scarce), 
Potamogeton crispus L. (scarce) beneath a floating mass of Lemna minor L. (abundant). 
In view of the fact that there is no evidence that the Crassula was deliberately planted in the 
pond, the fact that no other alien aquatics or Nymphaea spp. appear to occur in the pond 
as one would expect if the pond had been stocked with plants, and the fact that the Crassula 
has spread around the whole of the pond and has flourished there for many years, it is 
suggested that Crassula helmsii merits recognition as an established alien in Britain. 

Crassula helmsii is liable to be confused with C. aquatica (L.) SchOnl. (Tillaea aquatica 
L.). The latter species was known in Britain only from a pool near Ade Dam, Yorkshire, 
and is now believed to be extinct. C. aquatica is a much smaller plant than C. helmsii, 
rarely exceeding 5 cm. in height, the leaves only 3-5 mm. in length, and the flowers are 
sessile in the leaf-axils, not on pedicels 2-8 mm. long as in C. helmsii. 

Crassula helmsii flowers in August and September in Britain. 
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